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To: The Members of the Parishes & Congregations in the
Diocese of North America and Europe

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

We are all aware that many people throughout North America have been gravely affected by
the recent hurricanes Henri and Ida. Particularly, the fierce winds and torrential rain caused
by Hurricane Ida have produced devastating floods and damaged many homes, leaving many
families displaced. The coastlines of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama were among the
areas that were hit the hardest. The remnants of Hurricane Ida also impacted the
northeastern portion of the United States where heavy rain and tornadoes caused immense
destruction. As a result of these recent storms, several people have lost their lives and
thousands of others are without basic necessities and are struggling.

In this time of great difficulty, let us remember and take to heart the words that God spoke
through the prophet Isaiah, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you” (Isaiah 43:2a). Let us be assured of God’s
presence and continue to trust in His providence during these challenging times. Let us
uphold our Christian responsibility to extend a helping hand to our brethren as well as to the
larger community during this time of need. Parishes and individuals are encouraged to help
support the ongoing relief and rehabilitation efforts that are taking place in the various
communities that have been affected.

Let us stand in solidarity with all those who are hurting and distressed and uphold all such
communities in our prayers. May God Almighty prov1de the comfort and healing that leads to
renewal and restoration.

Yours in Christ’s Service,
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