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Message from the Metropolitan

Dearly beloved in the Lord,

Year 2006 has passed us by. We faced a year filled with sorrow, happiness, peace, pain,
and acceprance. We did not get everything we had wished for although we did recerve
some things we did not deserve. Life is a confluence of various experiences. Some of these
experiences become a problem for us when we see ourselves as the center of our lives.
However, when we make our God, the Lord of all history and the savior of the wortld,
the owner and center of our lives, we will see Christ walking towards us amidst the waves
transforming all our problems into blessings.

As we take the first steps into the New Year, let us forget what is behind us and keep our
eyes full of hope on what lies ahead, prayerfully trusting in God’s grace and running our race ar a steady pace.

He who has called us is trustworthy. He protects us from falling and keeps us in his glorious presence without
blemishes. The New Year is filled with new experiences, new conundrums, new hopes, new opportunities, and
new blessings.

May the exhortation of our Lord, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you,” embolden us. What is important
is not that God fulfills all our desires, but we fulfill His will. We celebrated Christmas. The priest Zachariah
becomes a father in his old age, Joseph’s betrothed becomes pregnant without him. Mary gives birth to her baby in
a manger. In all these instances, we see these people submit to God’s will and accepting with joy what God sends
them. By such submission is God glorified and peace brought into the world. On January 6 we remember the
baptism of Jesus Christ. Through baptism, the Lord melded with the sins of mankind. John the Baptist asked Him
if He needed this baptism. John was giving the baptism of transmogrification. How did the Christ transmogrify?
Through baptism, Christ became one with the sinful mankind. Christ rising out of the water is symbolic of
mankind’s redemption from sin.

January 8 was St. Stephanos Day. Stephanos was a problem solver in the church. As new aspects of ministry became
evident, new platforms for ministry also evolved. The expanding global ministry discovered new methods and newer
callings. As the church enters various facets of life in the world, the methods of ministry should be adapted to it. St.
Stephanos, who was just a deacon, gave a sermon more touching than even the apostle Paul. Every ministry is a part
of the larger ministry of Jesus Christ. The church should come up with various opportune methods for ministry
suited to our times. We have to see all ministries as contributing to our Christian witnessing.

One of the main areas of action for 2007 is the revival of parishes. Our Animation Center gives leadership to this.
You can contact its director, Rev. Eipe Joseph Achen, for guidance and help regarding this matter. Parishes should
become lively fellowships. They should become scenes of many moving experiences. Each one of us should transform
into tireless Christian runners focused only on our final crown.

May the grace, love, and protection of our Lord be always with us all.

Philipuse Mar Chrysostom
Mar Thoma Metropolitan

Translated and Reprinted from Sabha Tharaka
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Message from the Diocesan Bishop

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

While the New Year has been ushered in with much promise,
unfortunately the global situation has presented itself to be a
challenge. It is in this context that the Editorial Board of the
Messenger has selected a theme based on “Challenges to
Christianity in the 21st Century.”

One of the most poignant challenges arises within Christianity itself.
The struggle to understand, reflect upon, and propagate the true
meaning of Christianity as the path of hope, grace, and redemption in
a world attempting to cope with war, devastation, and anger is perhaps one of the most difficult
tasks. Some have made the mistake of limiting Christianity to “personalized religion,” while
others have gone to the extreme of leaving personal experiences out of Christianity.

Our tradition, as a church, has been to incorporate the personal dimension of Christianity as
enlightenment of the soul based on the truth found in Christ so that this personal dimension will
enable us to be a strong witness and advocate for justice on this earth. What type of Christianity
do we promote at the parish level? A major challenge for us as a community in our living
situation is to promote individual experience of God in the context of community while working
together for the establishment of peace and justice on the earth. This means that the parish must
become an advocate of justice issues in the local community.

Contemporary society’s attempt to deal with fundamental human issues at the "material” level
had led to a deep existential crisis. Truly, without a fundamental spiritual orientation—an
understanding that there is a realm beyond human and material understanding, society will
be unable to cope with the contemporary crisis of individualism, economic disparity, racial
prejudice, and a feeling of meaninglessness. Therefore, the challenge to Christianity in the
21st century is to offer a meaningful narrative in the midst of "de-construction.” Christianity
has to offer itself as particularly relevant as a spiritual discipline and a metaphysical system
in order to deal with the penetrating existential issues that society faces.

As Mar Thoma community, may we be truly lighted to lighten so that we can be people of
meaning—providing meaning and depth to a society, which has become solely bent on a
materialistic worldview.

May God Bless You.

Yours in His ministry,

Vs
/...

Coorilos Metrachan
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Challenges to Christianity in today’s world

Rt. Rev. Dr. George Ninan, Retired Bishop—CNI

e two thousand years history of
I Christianity has been full of challenges,
difficulties and even failures. For berter
understanding, let me clarify my own use of the
terms: Christianity, Church and Christian Faith.
Christianity refers to the Christian Religion, the
expression of faith in the mould of a world
religion with adherents and identified as a
religion among other religions. It includes all
Christian denominations and this is what people
see, respond or reject in most cases. The term
Church narrows down the reference to
denominations with membership, hierarchy, clergy, doctrines,
dogmas, structures, systems, administration etc. When we use
the term Christian Faith, it refers to the essence of all these
and refers to the faith of members, groups or more specifically
that of an individual.

Let me briefly look at some of the challenges all these
areas face today, in a reverse order beginning with Christian
Faith. It is better to speak of faith in terms of our own personal
Faith which we hold close to our hearts, which keeps us
moving ahead. In fact the post modern world offers a
challenge in this direction. The present emphasis is on
local/personal/experiential faith rather than what was handed
over from the past with authority of the hierarchy or
formulated by experts and scholars. The growing interest of
young people in non-liturgical and informal worship services
such as prayer & praise is a sign of this challenge today. They
are skeptical of anything that was handed over from the past
and remote authority and want to accept only what they can
experience in their personal life. Hence there is a major
challenge to Faith of a Christian by this growing trend to
accept and affirm only whart one can understand, experience
and make it personal rather than what is there in the
Scriptures, history, traditions and rituals or authorized by
hierarchy and experts far away. Those who work with youth
should know this. I keep hearing our achens criticizing the
fascination of youth members for informal way of worship in
the contemporary style leaving their tradition, withour
bothering to understand the times and its influences on the
youth. However we should also be aware of the dangers of
such highly individualistic grasp of faith and its praxis. It will
neglect the very important corporate aspect of Christian Faith
and witness and make Faith a shallow and simplistic
prosperity oriented one for life here now on earth and a hope
of golden streets and beautiful mansions in the other world.
How do we cater to the contemporary needs of the youth?
How a holistic Christian Faith could be communicated to
them? These are major challenges our Faith faces today.

When it comes to the Chur-:h there are many cha]ien es
it faces today. We believe that the Church is I:he body ﬂf
Christ but hastens to add thar the churches as we know now

here in this world do not adequately fit into that quality. The
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churches do belong to the body of Christ and
are in the process to be really the body of Christ.
The early Church expressed more genuine
identity with the body of Christ. But the fourth
century royal patronage made it become
powerful and soon moved to “royal” style of set
up. Reformation in the sixteenth century made
great impact in the life of the Church and in the
life of the world particularly in Europe. People’s *
participation and democratic pattern of
governance were major achievements for the
Church. The post reformation missionary
enterprise, though it was in a sense the handmaid of the
colonial powers, did make a big difference in the world.
Though they subdued the local religions, cultures and values
and went on promoting western civilization, a lot of good
came out of it. We say “good” simply because we have no way
even to imagine what would have been the out come if they
had interacted creatively and meaningfully with other
religions and cultures at that time. Burt the colonies were able
to get some benefits of science and technology and make
progress in their own life. The Church continued to face
many challenges down through the centuries.

Here I would like to continue our discussion of Church
focusing on Kerala Christians who migrated to this country
during the last four or five decades. They have formed their
own churches and we should be asking what the challenges
are before such churches here in the Twenty-first century
rather than speaking in general terms. Let me identify a
couple of concerns. The Church is to be in the context while
affirming its universal nature. The mission is very central to
the Church as Jesus is understood as the man for others.
Mission is possible only in the context. If we believe that the
Diaspora Christians of Kerala has a mission today, it will be a
very narrow understanding of mission if they engage only in
some mission field in India or support some cause back home.
The mission work in Mexico of the Mar Thoma Church is
commendable, but real mission is to be active in Jerusalem,
the neighborhood, before reaching ourt to another country or
both actions should go simultaneously. How can the Kerala
Christians exercise mission in USA when the first generation
Christians, generally speaking, have very little knowledge of
mission concerns here in North America? I am afraid we are
becoming a ghetto with too much pull to remain in the back
home culture, church life, politics, social customs etc. I need
not say anything more as His Grace Philippose Mar
Chrysostom has strongly stated the case along with right
thinking theologians and Christian thinkers. The needs of
our youth for a church which is relevant, contextual and
mission oriented are the challenges before us.

Finally we a take a brief look at Christianity as a religion.
There is no question that during the last 2000 years we saw
different faces of Christianity. The early face of simplicity,

(Continued on page 10)
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Parish Based Reconciliation:
The Social Trinity Model For Mutuality

Rev. Manoj M. Zacharia, The MTC Staten Island, NY

Introduction:

A major challenge to Christianity is the increased
amount of division and strife within parishes.
Parishes must, inevitably, deal with conflict at one
point or another. A healthy parish is one that is
able to overcome the strife of division and
become more whole through the process. The
objective of this article is to offer the perichoretic
paradigm of the Trinity as a paradigm for healthy
church living. In order to posit the aforemen-
tioned, it is imperative that the root of conflict

Upon analyzing the causes for division in the
parish, the essay will briefly focus on the post-
modern project as offering a methodology to
understand and deal with parish conflict. It is
through this, that the social model of Trinity will
be offered as having a profound impact in
enabling us to engage parish conflict through the
notion of “mutual indwelling,”

New Testament Passages Dealing
with Conflict:

within the parish be examined. In this vein, it will be argued
that divisions were part of the ecclesia, even in her primordial
moorings and the Enlightenment era enervated the divisions
through the concept of autonomous self-understanding,

The European Enlightenment effectuated the dawn of the
“modern period.” Part of the “Enlightenments” end result was
to elevate the individual subject and, thereby, autonomous
reason over and above the notion of community. In fact, Weber
defines this process as the objectification of rational structures.’
The rational structures contributed to the secularization of
culture and society which hailed the following; (1) the reflective
treatment and critique of traditions; (2) the universalization
and actions through the generalization of values; and (3) forced
individuation of the subjective-self away from traditional
cultural context of formation. The end result of this is the de-
framing of ethical conception, language, and morality away
from a proper context. Consequently, there is a loss of a
commonly employed ethical language. A major phenomenon
that is occurring in the parishes is the inability of parishioners
to communicate with each other because of the critique and
lack of a “meta-narrative” from which to communicate. Alistair
Mac Intyre alludes to this notion through the term
“emotivism.™* In other words, the concept of unity in the
parish is following a "majority rules opinion” without really
having a strong foundational ethical framework to work from.
This leads to problems when dissent occurs because dissent,
according to the majority rules framework, cannot be
accommodated as it is seen as an attack on the unity of a parish.
Rather than having a theological framework that sees unity as
incorporating diversity, administration in parishes where there
is conflict is effectuated through the rules established by a
group of individuals who have a common agenda rather than
the “corporate” body as a ‘whole. Quite surely, along with a
stream of post-modern critique that challenges over-arching
meta-narratives and secks to de-construct language and social
norms from over-arching paradigms, at the parish level conflict
occurs when the “meta-narrative” of community, vision, and
love is lost.
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Hans Rudi-Weber alludes that the Bible is quite
powerful because it is the “book that reads me.” In fact, Weber
has authored a text with the same name. The central thesis of
the text is that the Bible reflects the ground reality humans
encounter on a day to day basis. To the extent that the Bible
contains “real-life” scenarios encountered by the community of
faithful, there are some interesting insights on conflict in the
Bible. Incidents like the various recording of divisions among
the "Hebrew people” in the desert after their liberation from
Egypt, post-Davidic experiences, etc., as well the context of the
early church community wherein there was division between
rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, and ego-clashes underscore
the noton that conflict and community are not necessarily
mutually exclusive from each other. For instance, the context of
Paul’s epistle to the Corinthians is a major factional in-fighting.

The Apostle Paul writes:

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be united and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it
has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there
are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What
I mean is to that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,”
or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or
“I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul?

The text alludes thart there was certain internal differences
which led to factionalism in the Corinthian Church. As a result
of the factions, the people formed personality cults to
substantiate and further aggravate the division in the church.

1. Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic, franslated by P. Lassman
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,. 1994),12.

2. Alisdair Maclintyre, After Virtue. (Notre Dame: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1984.)

3. | Corinthians 1:10 ff. The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Bible Publishers, 1990) 1286.
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Another expression of division in the church centers on
economics and the distribution of bread. The “historical” book
of Acts records the establishment of the diaconical ministry
wherein deacons where chosen to wait on tables because:

The Hellenists complained against the Hebrews

because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution of food. *

The issue presented above revolved around two distinct
themes. An initial theme revolves around an economic
disparity and injustice. The theme of economic disparity and
its repercussions in the church is also a theme for the Epistle of
St. James. St. James writes:

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up
and the rich in being brought low, because the rich will
disappear like a flower in the field...Come now, you
rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are
coming to you. Your riches have rotted and your clothes
are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted...’

Therefore, issues centering on economic disparity among
the members were a source of conflict. Seemingly, the problem
was so corrosive that the poor were unable to fully parrticipate in
the Lord’s Supper because the rich would engage in hoarding*

The second source of conflict, in the example above, deals
with the ethnic divisions that ran rampant in the church. While
the “Hellenists” mentioned in the passage quoted from the
Book of Acts may refer to Hellenized Jews, the church engaged
in much debate over the fate of Gentiles who had accepred the
message of Christ. The context of Acts 15 is set around the
debate as to whether or not Gentiles must receive the Jewish
rite of circumcision for their conversion to be complete.
Seemingly, the Apostle Paul addresses this issue when he writes:

...for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”

How did the early Church deal with issues that caused
conflict? From the Biblical perspective, they engaged in
conversation with each other. The frame or foundation for
conversing and engaging in community was faith and baptsm
in Jesus Christ. Moreover, unity was seen as an ontological
change or fusion of different identities. In the passage
mentioned above, in terms of hermeneutics, the passage does
not suggest that one’s ethnic or gender identity is absolved in
Christ. Rather, that in Christ, these differences can be
accommodated and placed in the context of community. The
community becomes whole based on foundational faith and
the incorporation of diversity.

Some Socio-Philosophical Thoughts on Re-
construction:

The introduction as well as the previous section alluded to
Biblical and “modern” philosophical causes for conflict. The
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notion of “sin” as alienation from community and the
exaltation of the individual can truly be employed as the
predominant culprit for division. With the dawn of “post-
modern” philosophies and their derivations, there has been a
reflective critique of “modernity’s” attempt at hegemony.
While, de-constructionists like Derrida critique modernity’s
atcempt at the universalization of reason, etc. they fall into the
trap of endless subjectivism. The subject as the arbitrator of
values and norms is hailed and extolled by the de-
constructionists. With certainty, the de-constructionists
contribute to the analysis of human as constructed by various
biological, sociological, cultural, and economic factors.
However, they analyze the individual as being shaped by “local”
norms rather than any universal conception. Thus, even values
such as “love,” “goodness,” “virtue,” are analyzed and evaluated
subjectively rather than taken as given. Thus, deconstruction is
a sort of extension on modernity’s project on centering on the
individual. The major difference centering on the fact that in
modernity “universality” of values can occur through “reason”
whereas in deconstructive postmodernism such universality
cannot exist.

It is in the wake of deconstructionist philosophy we must
ask, is a theological reconstruction ever possible? This is where
“re-construction” as a philosophy offers some perspective.
Communitarian philosophers like Michael Walzer and Michael
Sandal offer a prescriptive perspective to post-modernism.
Values such as “love,” “goodness,” and ‘virtue” can be
constructed through communitarian dialogue. For example,
people of differing cultural backgrounds through dialogue can
come to a common understanding of values. From a
foundational purpose, this should occur at the parish level. For
instance, if you are an active member of the Roman Catholic
Church, you tacitly (perhaps through a nuance of social
contract theory) agree with the theological moorings of the
Roman Catholic Church. With certainty, disagreements over
certain policy matters may occur. There is freedom to leave the
community and join another community which is more in line
with personal values, if necessary. Yet, if you remain in the
Roman Catholic Church, you are making the affirmation that
you agree to the theological values therein. Similarly, at the
parish level, membership does not necessarily mean agreement
with every decision made at the parish level. Rather, it is an
agreement to the framework and theological vision of the
parish expressed through her liturgical and theological
practices. Re-construction offers the possibility of resurrecting
a theological language to deal with divisions and conflict. The
re-constructive paradigm thar this paper offers is that of the
perichoretic understanding of the Trinity. The re-constructive
model of the perichoresis offers a way wherein hegemony is
critiqued yet unity is preserved.

4. Acts of the Apostles 6:1ff. Ibid, 1236.
5. James 1: 9-11: 5:1 #, Ibid, 1369-1371.
&. | Corinthians 11:17 f, Ibid, 1294-1295.
7. Galatians 3:26-28, Ibid, 1315.
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The Social Model of the Trinity

The development of the doctrine of Trinity was based on
explaining the divinity of Jesus the Christ and the Holy Spirit.
While the discourse concerning the Trinitarian model
encompasses a whole host of historical and theological issues,
this assignment will focus on the Trinitarian model posited by
St. John of Damascus. According to John of Damascus,
Trinitarian belief is based on the

Belief in one God: one principle, without beginning,
uncreated, unbegotten, indestructible, immortal,
eternal, unlimited, uncircumscribed, unbounded,
infinite. .. For the Father never was when the Son was
not, but the Father and the Son begotten of Him exist

together simultaneously because the Father can be so

called withour a son.*

Jurgen Moltmann asserts that the “One God™ formulation
appealed to the political unification attempts of the Roman
Empire. Pluralism and diversity necessitated conceiving of a
world view that could provide uniformity and unity. It is in this
context, that scholars like Jurgen Moltmann and Leonardo
Boff imply that the Trinitarian doctrine had a political sub-text
to it. Moltmann argues that the notion of one God has always
been appealed to and comprehended in the context of the unity

of the world.? As such, there is a link berween “one God and

n -
one monarchy.” Moltmann continues to argue:

Monotheistic monarchism was, and is, an uncom-
monly seductive religious-political ideology. It is the
fundamenral notion behind the universal and
uniform religion. One God-one Logos-one humaniry;
and in the Roman Empire, it was bound to seem a
persuasive solution for many problems of a mulo-
national and multi-religious society. The universal
ruler in Rome had only to be the image and
correspondence of the universal ruler in heaven.™

Boff compares this sort of paradigm as engendering
colonial paternalism in the South American context.” As such,
a “uniform,” monolithic conception of a God—unity—could
possibly be a theoretical model for hegemonic assertion of
power thereby dissuading plurality and participation. However,
the Trinitarian model expounded by Christian Orthodoxy and
more explicitly through the concept of perichoresis is a critique
of the hegemonic understanding of “One God” while retaining
monotheism and striving away from “tri-theism.”

John of Damascus subscribes to the “orthodox”
formulation of the Trinity as expressed through the Councils of
Nicea (325 c.e.) and Constantinople (381 c.e.) wherein the
Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit are constituted of the same
substance (homo-ousia.) As such, there is no hierarchy or
modal progression between the Father, Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Damascus posits a formula for understanding the
“orthodox” emphasis of the homo-ousia of the Trinitarian
constituents. Adapted from the Cappadocian Father, Basil,
Damascus asserts:
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The only begotten Son of God, who was inseparable
and indivisibly begotten of the Father and abides in
Him always does have his own individual existence
apart from that of the Father...the Son is the figure of
the substance of the Father and in all things is like the
Father except in the Father’s being unbegotten because
He alone was begotten alone of the only Father...The
Holy Ghost does proceed from the Father, not by
begetting, but by procession..."

This model, or perspective into the Trinity, is called
“perichoresis.” Perichoresis or circumincession expresses the
mutual sharing/indwelling of the same ousia and attributes in
the triune God. Creation, Redemption, and Consummation
are the work of God through the Son and the Holy Spirit.
While there is ontological unity in terms of essence, the three
are separate and distinct in terms of their functions. However,
as they are one in essence, they mutually participate in each
other’s functions. John of Damascus continues to explain:

The Holy Ghost is the intercessor who is like the
Father and Son in all things; who proceeds from the
Father and is communicated through the Son and in
is participated in by all creadon ; who through
Himself creates and gives substance to all things and
sanctifies and. preserves them who is distinctly
subsistent and exists in his own person, indivisible and
inseparable from the Father and Son, who has all
things whatsoever the Father and Son have except

being unbegotten and begotten but proceeding from
the Father.”

The analysis of John of Damascus is in continuation with
the orthodoxy expressed by the Cappadocian Fathers. Gregory
of Nyssa in his exposition entitled “Concerning We Should
Not Think of Saying that there are Three Gods” profoundly

asserts the following levels of analysis:

1. Three hypostases (persons) does not mean tri-theism. For
example, Peter, James, and John, may share the same
humanity, but they act distinctly, however, the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, on the other hand are the same essence
and act together;

2. Distinction between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are

possible within the framework of Unity;

3. Distinction, among the constituents of the Trinity, exists
because Father is the cause. While confessing the

8. John of Damascus, Orthodox Faith: Book One, The Fathers of the
Church: A New Translation [ New York: Fathers of the Church, Inc,
1958) trans. Frederic H. Chase, Jr., 180.

Q. Jurgen Moltmann, The Trinity and The Kingdom (Mineapolis:
Foriress Press, 199%), 130.

10. Ibid, 131.

11. leonardo Boff, Trinity and Society. (New York: Orbis, 1997
12. John of Damascus, |bid, 180-181..

13. John of Damascus, Ibid, 184.
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unchangeableness of the nature, we do not deny the
difference in the cause and causality, by which alone we
seize the distinction of the one from the other. It is by
belief that one is the cause...Thus, it is that the aspect of
the only-begotten undoubtedly remains the Son. It is also
not doubted that the Spirit is from the Father. The
meditation of the Son, although it guards for him his only
begottenness does not prevent the Spirit from a relation by
nature to the Father.™

The basis of analysis for the Cappadocian Fathers as well
as for John of Damascus is Athanasius. According to St.
Athanasius:

The Son of God did not cease to be God when he
became man... Our faith is not in the creature but in
the one God, Father Almighty, maker of all things
visible and invisible, and in one Holy Spirit, one God
known in the Holy perfect Trinity, baptized unto
which, and it united to the Deity, we believe have also
inherited the kingdom of God...For there is one form
of Godhead, which is also in the Word: and one God,
the Father, existing by himself according as He is
above all, and appearing in the Son, according as
pervades all things through the world. For thus, we
confess God to be one through the Triad.”

A more contemporary interpretation of the aforemen-
tioned fundamental tenets are expressed through the words of

Kenneth Leach:

The doctrine of the Trinity is an assertion that within
the God-head itself, there is society and equality of
relationship and that humanity is called ro share in
that divine life. Against the Arian heretics, the
Church insisted that God could and did share his
nature with man, that we might be “sharers in the
divine nature.” '

The explication of the model of perichoresis over and
above “modalism,” “functionalism,” and a hierarchical form of
conceiving the Trinity aims at serving as a paradigm for human
beings. The Trinitarian formulation, viewed through the guise
of perichoresis, is an attempt to demonstrate that God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, exist as one simple essence
while each of the three has perfect subsistence. In the words of
John of Damascus, the three persons in the Trinity are in one
another in an uncompounded manner. As such, the Trinity has
one essence, one goodness, one virtue, one intent, one
operation, and unified power.” However, while there is such a
unity, there is distinction between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. John of Damascus elucidates this notion further by
saying:

God exists simultaneously... And just as the light is
ever begotten of the fire, is always in it, and is in no
way separated from it, so also is the Son begotten of
the Father, without in any way being scparated from
Him, but always existing in Him."
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How is the relationship between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit constituted? Boff attempts an explanation. Fundamentally,
he argues, the experience of the Mystery of the Trinity implies
diversity and at the same time diversity which is effectuated
through the communion of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
In other words, the Trinity is the revelation of God, as God is,
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in eternal co-relation, inter-
penetrating in love and communjon. It is the model of “unity
in diversity.

To make the case, Boff continues to argue that the perfect
union envisioned in perichoresis does not blot of the difference
and individuality of each. In fact, the perichoretic union envisions
thar the Father begets the Son and the Holy Spirit proceeds from -
the Father. The mystery of the union involves an interplay of truth
and love. Furthermore, perichoresis implies difference and the
individuality of each in the union. The notion of union is
transformed both epistemologically as well as ontologically to
reflect the meaning that unity does not imply homogeneity.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, although in perichoretic
union with each other, cannot be reduced to one constituent.
Meaning, in order to even utter or conceive of the notion of
“God” for the Christian, it would incorporate “Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit” in inter-penetration, mutually indwelling with each
other, and therefore not being reduced to one persona. This is
further underscored by the history of debate regarding the
Trinity wherein it is affirmed that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are co-eternal. As the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
mutually exist as one, all three “components” are involved in the
process of creation, redemption, and the eschatological vision of
parousia. As such, it is not the Son who solely redeems, but the

Son with the Father and Holy Spirit, who redeems the world.
Moltmann affirms this line of analysis by stating;

By virtue of their eternal love, they (Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit) live in one another to such an extent that
they are one. The components are in a mystical union
of eternal communication, fellowship, wherein
differences are communicated with each other. They
are individual, unique, and non-interchangeable.
They are the subjects of the one common divine
substance with consciousness and will.”

Boff continues to explain this sentiment in the following
manner:

Through Jesus and His Spirit, humanity came to a full
understanding of the perichoretic reality of God that
by the name “God” it should in the future understand

the communion of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

14. Gregory of Nyssa,

15. Athanasius, Discourses | - lii.

16. Kenneth Leach. The Social God. [London: Shelden Press, 1981), 32.
17. John of Damascus, Ibid, 184.

18. John of Damascus, |bid, ‘20

19. Boff, Ibid, 3.

20. Moltmann, lbid., 175

21. Boff, Ibid. 10-12.
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In connection with this, from the vantage point of “social
construction,” Moltmann alludes:

They have the divine nature in common; but their
particular individual nature is determined in their
relationship to one another. The three divine persons
exist in their particular, unique natures, as Father, Son,
and Spirit, in their relationship to one another, and are
determined through the relationships. It is in these
relations they are persons. Being a person, in this
respect, means existing in relationships.”

Seemingly, the mystery involved in the “perichoretic
union” is a lived communion which highlights the essential
one-ness while not blotting out the difference among the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In other words, the Trinity is an
example of living “koinonia.” This koinonia is engaged
through an active, but permanent, process of interpenetration
and the sharing of values. Underlining this, Boff continues:

Christian understanding integrates distinction in God
without thereby multplying God and falling into
tri/poly theism. This profession of faith is laden with
consequences for humankind and society. Since it
supposes that the ultimate basis of reality is not to be
found in the solitude of One burt in the co-existence
and communion of the three. Worldviews that take
Unity and identity as their goal and all embracing
standpoint find particular difficulty in living with
difference. They can generally barely tolerate them,
doing everything to reduce them and subject them to
the rule of one. Buy the New Testament belief in the
Trinity forces us to accept differences for what they are
and put forward a vision of God and universe as
difference. Unity does not mean negation of
difference or reduction of them all o One but
expresses communion and interpenetration of
difference strands.”

Furthermore, the Trinity in perichoretic union symbolizes
a relational paradigm. David S. Cunningham calls this

“relation without remainder.” He poignantly writes:

God is wholly constituted by relationality. God is not
(first) three independent entities who (then) decides
to come into relation with one another; God is rather,
“relations without remainder; as the three participate
in one another in a profound way, undermining any
attempt to understand them independently of one
another.”

As humans are made in the image and likeness of God*
and are called to be partakers in the divine life, the doctrine of
theosis opens up the avenue for humans to emulare the life of
the Trinity. If the essence of Trinitarian relationship is described
through the term “perichoresis,” the imperative for the
Christian believer, is thus, to fully partake in the divine life and
hence imbibe and live out the values of the Trinity. The
perichoretic perspective of the Trinity expands our theoretical
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horizons. By constitution, God in Trinity is One. Unity is
transformed and incorporates diversity. Within this diversiry,
the individual personas of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit do
not lose their identity. Their relations with one another actually
accentuate their identity. As such, they constitute the essence of
each other. Union is ontologically transformed to imply that
through the mystical work of the Holy Spirit, the Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit are one essence and the philosophical
notion of “One-ness” can include diversity and pluriformiry.
Truth and love enable the koinonia of the Trinity as the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit mutually indwell with one another. These
values of the “perichoresis” truly enable us to re-frame the
understanding of the church.

Theological reflection establishes itselt through the
hermeneurical process. The hermeneutical process revolves
around the dialogue between text, context, and one’s subjective
understanding of the “lived reality.” From the perspective of a
pastor, which involves being a student of theology, for this
particular task the question that must be answered is simply -
how can we apply the model of perichoresis to “lived
experience?

The perichoretic paradigm offers “unity’ as the
foundational perspective. Based on this notion, the paper will
proceed on a prescriptive analysis incorporating the following
levels of analysis:

1. Perichoretic Unity as the incorporation of diversity;

2. Perichoretic Unity as mutually indwelling;

3. Perichoretic Unity based on the work of the Holy Spirit;
4

Perichoretic Unity as the basis of the constitution of each

other:

5. Perichoretic Unity as highlighting and celebrating
difference.

While the concept of “unity in diversity” has been the
hallmark of the World Council of Churches, on a grassroots
level, individuals believe that unity involves the acceptance of
a monolithic approach to situations and issues. In the case
outlined above, while much of the issues involved personality
clashes, attempts to incorporate diverse perspectives should
have been effectuated. This involves the practice of “mutual
communication.” The spirituality of the perichoretic model of
the Trinity implies that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who
are diverse individuals, are in constant communication with
each other. The essence of a healthy parish is the practice of
communication. If parishioners lose the framework of
communicating with each other, mis-understanding and mis-
communication will certainly ensue. In the decision making
process, a willingness to move away from conventional

22. Moltmann, 171.
23. Boff, Ibid., 140.

24. David S. Cunningham, These Three Are One: The Practice of
Trinitarian Theology. (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, Lid., 1998),
163.

25. Genesis 1:28

Mar Thoma Messenger




“democratic’ methods which involves a majority “rules’
attitude (or in the words of De Tocqueville the tyranny of the
majority) and engage in deep and heart felt communication is
a must. The pastor as the spiritual guide should faciliate
mutual communication and foster an environment wherein
diversity and difference of opinion is not seen as antithetical to
a cause but as an avenue for further conversation and enrichment.
Perichoretic Unity is the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is the working element within the parish. Through
Baptism and Chrismation, the individual members are
incorporated into the “corporate” body of Christ thereby
mutually indwelling with each other. While individuals differ,
through mutually indwelling with each other through koinonia
and community, the purpose of the church to spread the values
of the Kingdom of God must be underscored. It is the power of
the Holy Spirit that constitutes the church. It is the power of the
Holy Spirit that enables communication. Therefore, a deep
discernment and quest for the working of the Holy Spirit will
enable the community of faith to awaken and understand that
although individually differences are there as a community
mutually indwelling in the life of the Spirit and with each other,
differences must be resolved in a spirit of love and truth.
Perichoretic Unity involves a change in our ontological
understanding of God. God is not merely Father. God is Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, working with each other. Similarly, on an
applied basis, the church is not a group of individuals who enter
into worship. The church is an organic and ontologically
constituted community of believers who engage in the act of
worship. Therefore, from a perichoretic model, individuals
within the community of faith must become aware and
conscientized that they are not merely individuals when they
come to church. They are part of an ontological process of
becoming the sign and symbol of the Kingdom of God. The
pastor’s role as spiritual guide® is to assist in the ontological
transformation of diverse individuals transforming them into a
community reflecting the will and purpose of the Triune God.
Applying the perichoretic model of the Trinity as a guide
for dealing with parish conflicts involves understanding that
unity is a murually negotiated space berween diverse
perspectives conversant with the fact that those holding diverse

perspective are cognizant that they constitute each others
identity in the community of faith.

Conclusion:

The perichoretic understanding of the Trinity is relevant in the
era of postmodernism and globalization. Globalization, some
argue, is an artempt at homogenization through the imposition
of capitalist values. Whether or ndt this description is accurate
is not relevant for this paper. However, the notion that there are
homogenizing elements in parishes today is a reality. While
post-modernism has brought the promise of critiquing
hegemony, unfortunately, deconstruction leads to the peril of
endless subjectiviry. It is in this context that the perichoretic '
model of the Trinity offers a reconstructive possibility based on
participating in the life of God. In order to participate in the
life of God through theosis, we must understand the nature of
the life of God. The perichoretic model offers insight into the
life of God. God as an ontological entity consists of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit working together. The elements of the
individual persons are not lost, but they all through mutual
indwelling constitute God. Similarly, the parish is made up of
diverse elements. Diversity is not something to be discouraged
but something to be viewed as part of the creative social
process. This entails that the parish will not be a parish unless
all elements are in constant communication with each other.

The words of Leonardo Boff expresses this in a broader
sense. Boft states:

Such a perichoretic model of the church would

submit all ecclesial funcrions (episcopate, presbyterate,

lay) to the imperative of communion and participa-

tion by all in everything that concerns the good of all.

Then the church would in fact be a people made one

with the unity of the Father, Son, and the Holy

Spirit.”

The perichoretic model of the Trinity offers a paradigm for
participaton, inclusion, and diversity in the contemporary age. ®

26. Howard Rice, The Pastor as Spiritual Guide. (Nashville: Upper
Room Books, 1998)

27. Boft, 154.

#

Challenges to Christianity in today’s world (Cont from page 4)

hope, faith and love gave way to a distorted face under royal
and political power game. There then emerged the ruthless
expansionism and the manipulation of the Faith followed by
schisms and missionary enterprise. The 19th and 20th
century saw the emergence of Ecumenism and Churchs
Mission stated as: Movement to the Kingdom of God
through struggle for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation.
Today Christianity is broadly divided into two camps: The
growing right wing fundamentalists or conservatives and the
ever weakening yer progressive and forward looking mainline
churches and movements. The mainline churches have never
been so far in the forefront for the furtherance of the values of
the Kingdom of God as they are today. It is a great challenge
to reaffirm Christianity to be an inclusive, open and loving
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fellowship in the pattern of Jesus Christ, free from self
imposed bondages of power, power struggles, money power
and institutional and legalistic values.

So the Challenges of Christianity in all its three
manifestations are before us. I could mention only a few. But
in each area, personal, church life and as a major religion
Christianity stands at cross roads. Challenges can be faced
only with courage and determination. Many of us stop with
knowing whar is wrong or at best knowing what is to be done
and most people never even reach there because their eyes are
blinded with preconceived ideas and fears. The major
challenge to Christianity to day is to open our eyes and see the
reality and join Christ Jesus ministry: “Behold T make all
things new.” =

Mar Thoma Messenger



Role of Christianity

Today:

Combating Wealth, Enmity, Exclusivity

Mrs. Mini Krishnan, Chennai

ill the end of her days my late and formidable

surgeon/physician mother-in-law (P T. Madhavi

Amma) believed that Christians were better people
than non-Christians. From a matron in the hospital to a
domestic helper at home, other things being equal, she
preferred to be a follower of Christ. Herself a non-believer,
she loved to listen to the songs and occasional tirades
against Hinduism that visiting Pentecostals unleashed in
her home while my Father-in-law chuckled. The rest of us
either seethed silently or learned to ignore the exercises.

Where did this strong conviction of Christian
superiority come from? Where, but from watching people
who had indeed behaved in a morally admirable way?
Indeed the Malayali Christians and Anglo-Indian Catholic
girls that I grew up with were also a cut above the rest of the
children in class and made dependable friends. I still recall
the shock I felt at Fr. Benedict’s case, a corrupt and
dangerous priest, though I could not have been more than
11 or 12. I thought of my brother’s good teachers and my
early tutors at the convent; I questioned, was it possible to
have a corrupt and dangerous priest? Alas. Much more was
to come. One grew up and found out that Jesus could be
pinned to the lapel of a dress or tie but it did not mean very
much more than some other sort of decoration.

Twenty centuries is a long time to find out if something
has worked or is working. Has Christianity been able to
save the world from itself? Considering that the worst forms
of war and weaponry have come from “Christian”
civilizations, not to mention the cruelest theories of racial
prejudice based on colour and facial features, there is
something very wrong about the way our dear Lord’s
teaching has been understood.

What are the public faces of the Teaching that are
projected, absorbed and propagated? Let us take it at a
personal as well as public level using three extremely
commonly understood human norms: money, enmity, a
feeling of communal bonding/exclusivity. Each of these if
viewed in a healthy way has enormous potential for growth
and if misunderstood can do a lot of damage.

Watching the Sunday TV evangelists is something I
enjoy and before I go any further let me say that my vore is
for the late Derek Prince. No theatrics, no yelling or joking,
Prince’s sessions are like being in an English Literature; it is
like classroom listening to a great professor teaching the
scriptures. A man who taught the Bible for nearly 60 years,

he settled in Jerusalem where he eventually died in his sleep.
He did not just teach the Word. He lived it.
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On the other hand, there is a channel called the Dollar
TV. Amazingly, the speakers on this channel assure their
viewers that following the Bible will make them rich. It uses
Jesus Christ to reach Mammon. [ find this most peculiar.
(“I recited this prayer for a week and I got $20,0007). Why
is no one protesting? Do Christians think it is all right for
the great messages to be distorted? I thought Jesus had
advised his disciples not to take anything with them except
a staff when they set our to preach. His spirit would be with
them to empower them. Sell all you have and give it to the
poor and you shall have riches in Heaven. The channel does
not speak about riches in Heaven but about prosperity here
and now. ['d like to use this space to make at least one thing
clear—worldly though it is, the goal of Lakshmi Devi pooja
is not wealth; it is to gain moral merit from generous acts
that are possible only if the Goddess of Plenty showers
riches on the worshipper. Does that sound complicated?
Believe me, Hinduism is complicated. But Jesus’ warnings
about human attachment to money becoming an
impediment to spiritual growth seem to have been
misunderstood by many Christian organizations. A shining
example of the opposite is the St. Teresas College in
Ernakulam. The older members of the convent were
extremely upset when they heard that a fund raising
campaign was on to complete their building expansions.
They felt that it was not part of their vocation at all to make
money out of society and insisted that as soon as the bare
minimum had been collected to meet student comforts; all
efforts to raise more money should be stopped. The sisters
have understood that the greatest bulwark against failure
and insecurity is not money, but faith in a Teaching they
have chosen to follow. We too can decide, “This is EnDugh.
Any more fund-raising would be unseemly. Even this is not
really necessary.”

The challenge before Christianity today is whether its
followers are prepared to honor Jesus Christ. Not merely by
praising him and showing up in Church every Sunday
thereby claiming they are his followers but by acting out the
instructions Christ left us with. Jesus is the hardest person
to imitate. Just another one of his injunctions—to bless
those that persecute you, would throw the whole Dalit
Christian movement out of business because if they blessed
and forgave those that had persecuted them and continue
to, it would end the careers of their political leaders. Yes,
Jesus’ teachings only sound and look simple. They are very,
very hard to follow. If you are of an extremely worldly bent

of mind, find it hard to acknowledge another’s achievement,
(Continued on page 16)
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“More Precious Than Rubies”

And a visit to Rashtrapati Bhavan
Rita Mathew, Athens GA

ore precious than rubies—that is the value of
being noble. Rubies are inherently beauriful. We
ascribe a value of ‘precious’ to these and other
stones such as diamonds or emeralds. As women, we want
a diamond or a ruby necklace to adorn us because it makes
us beautiful; but beauty is to be noble, which is the quality
being extolled in Proverbs 31. Our attention turns to the
woman who has this quality, and we wonder, "Did she
choose to be noble or was she born with this quality?”
There is a striking similarity between this verse and the
reminder in 1 Peter 3:4: “Let not yours be the ourward
adornment ...but the inner beauty of a quiet and gentle
spirit.” As I meditate on these words, I feel God’s presence.
[ am worth nothing apart from Him. I am made noble by
His compassionate love. As I experience God’s Holy Spirit,
[ am filled with the knowledge that I am precious in His
sight. I understand whar it means to be God’s noble and
precious creation.

Consider the central figure in this proverb. She is
knowledgeable about business, textiles, import and export
trade, agriculture. Verses ten through twenty-four point to
a composite of several different women. When we survey all
the contributions made by women to society, we realize
how God has blessed us and enabled us to be all that we are
meant to be. One person who aptly fits the description in
Proverbs 31 is Suzanne Wesley, mother of John Wesley and
Charles Wesley. She was born on January 20, 1669. From a
young age, she shouldered responsibilities at home and at
the same time developed a strong mind.

She did not shy away from theological discussions. Her
taste for serious reading would later stand her in good stead
as she undertook the education of her ten children. John
Wesley would recall his mother’s influence on his life. One
day, young John sat on his mother’s lap and asked her what
was ‘sin’. She said,

“Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness
of your conscience, obscures your sense of God or takes off
the relish of the spiritual things ...whartever increases the
strength and authority of your body over your mind, that
thing is sin to you.’

Even though he was only a child, his mothers reply
made a deep impression on him for later in life he would
quote her often in his sermons. Suzanne raught her children
to pray twice a day. She was sacrificial in her love for her
family. One day when the rectory caughr fire, she ran inside
to rescue all her children and suffered severe burn damage

on both her legs.
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Suzanne lived in a period considered the ‘Golden Age
of England’. It was a time of new inventions, new ideas and
new philosophies. At such a time, Suzanne Wesley was
unwavering. She drew her sense of identity from scripture
by using her extraordinary reasoning skills to gain a deep-
rooted understanding of the Bible and to grow in her faith.
Perhaps it would help to know that such a relationship
berween faith and reason is not new, just lost to us through
the passage of time. Our faith has a rational basis and rea-
son has a role to play in exercising our faith. Sin is “what-
ever weakens your reason,” Suzanne Wesley said. With the
explosion in connectivity —internet, cell phones, travel and
global influences,—we must develop our ability to reason
and safeguard the truth that has been revealed to us.

Our reason plays a pivotal role when we consider ideas,
weigh thoughts and come to conclusions. This reasoning is
commonly confused with the judgment we exercise in our
professional lives as scientists, nurses, engineers, and doc-
tors. Scientific principles do not allow us to choose between
values, which are considered to be in the realm of what is
subjective. Scripture makes mention of spiritual qualities
which we accept in faith. Burt the values prescribed by one
religion may be proscribed by another religion. How can we
then choose between values if scientific method does not
provide us with guidelines? Are we to conclude that values
are subjective and personal and as such we cannot choose
berween them? These questions fall in a category that
requires us to use our reason. For example, we may have to
forego material benefits and give up the comforts afforded
by progress when we realize that five year olds living in
shantytowns make a certain brand of clothing. We have to
choose to be fair. That would be the noble thing to do. We
have to use our reason and choose nort to be racist.

The Samaritan woman at the well was a foreigner. Yet
Christ chose to cross boundaries of race and gender when he
offered her a drink of water (Jn 4:14). We can receive God’s
gift of wisdom to experience living in the power of God and
to have such a mind of Christ. To be noble means that we are
no longer arbitrary, willful or capricious; to be noble precludes
manipulative, violent behavior. The Lord himself urges us to
exercise our reasoning power: “Come now let us reason
together,” he urges in Is 1:18. When we exercise judgment
and make good choices, we come closer to becoming noble.
When we make such a choice, it leads us to be transformed
by the renewal of our minds’ (Romans 12:2). Our ability to
reason helps us choose between spending time for someone
else over foregoing personal comforts. We have to choose to
better serve all people regardless of their caste or color.
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Athens Academy students with the President of India, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
at Rashtrapati Bhavan (the Presidential Palace) in New Delhi on August
1st, 2006. Front Row (left to right): Allison O'Rear, Blair Terry, Jess Marrano, His Excellency A.PJ.

Kanya Kumari on a project to serve chil-
dren in a fishing community struck by the
Tsunami in December 2004. On August
1, 2006, we were granted an audience
with the President of India. The President
was delighted to see the American girls
draped in silk saris and the boys in jubbas.
The yearlong prepararion facilitated a spir-
ited exchange, and the students asked
questions about the poet Thiruvalluvar,
about the effects of globalization, and
other topics of interest. Finally, in conclu- .

sion, the President made us repeat after
him verses from the Thirukural:

When there is righteousness in the hearr,
there is character in the person;

When there is character in the person,
there is harmony in the home;

Abdul Kalam, Hayley Brown, Surili Sheth, Ellis Tomporowski. Back Row (left to right): M. Sally ¥hen there is harmony in the home,

Harris, Mr. Ernie Harris, Mrs. Rita Mathew, Ankur Mathew, Sharon Covington, Jarrard Cole.

The qualities described in Proverbs 31—Inner strength,
Dignity, Respect, Consistency, Justice, Equity, Care, and
Empathy—are needed now more than ever. We must apply
them to our complex, twenty-first century lives. This
became vividly clear during our meeting with His
Excellency, A. P J. Abdul Kalam at Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi. This summer Ankur and I led a group of local
high school students and teachers from Athens, GA t

there is order in the nation;
When there is order in the nation,
there is peace in the world.

That was the parting message to us from the President of
the world’s largest democracy. He is a Muslim by birth, a
scientist, a poet, an author and a philosopher—even he was
able to say that the most important thing is to be righteous.
These words underscored in my heart and mind the value
of being virtuous—more precious than rubies. =

What if we used it to receive messages®
hat if we used it as we travelled?

W
What it we gave it to kids as gifts®
W
W

hat if we used it in case of an emergency?
What if we upgraded it to get the latest version?

because Jesus already paid the billl

Bible and your Cell phone

| wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell phones.

hat if we carried it around in our purses or pocketse
nat if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it2
hat if we flipped through it several times a day?

hat if we treated it like we couldn't live without it2

This is something to make you go...hmmm...where is my Bible?

Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phones, we don't ever have to worry about our Bible being disconnected

(Contributed by: Rev. Jobi Varghese)
Ref: Cell Phone vs Bible (2006).

Retrieved from- hitp://www.nairaland.com/nigeria/topic-16761.0.html
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How Can We Inherit the Kingdom of God?

Nirmala Philip, Sunday School Superintendent, Marthoma Church of Dallas, Farmers Branch
(Message given on the World Sunday School Day)

eople were bringing little children to
Him so that he could touch them but
the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus
saw this He was indignant and said to them
“suffer the little children to come to me and
forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of
God.” “Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
He shall not enter therein. And so He took
them up in his arms and blessed them.” In the
previous chapters we see that many brought

P

sick people to Jesus so that He could heal them. Th}r

wanted to touch his clothes so that they could be healed.
Mark 3:10, 8:22, 5:28 and 6:56 all describe the healing
Christ. Mark 10:14-15 makes us ask what it is about a child
that fits him or her for the kingdom of God. The answer 1s
that children receive the kingdom as a gift. They come with
empty hands and trusting hearts. They are torally
dependent on God’s Grace and that is the only way to
receive God’s Kingdom. In Mark 10:15, Jesus is warning
the disciples that they must give up the normal human
calculations of greatness if they are to participate in the rule
of God.

We see that it is much easier for children to receive
God’s Kingdom, as their hearts are innocent. They are
quick to forgive others and do not keep any hatred in their
heart. They completely trust in their Father, whereas the
Pharisees loved to pray aloud in the street corners for
everyone to hear them. They loved to show off all their
wealth and accomplishments. They did not totally depend
on God’s Grace. As Mathew 5:20 says, “For I tell you that
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the Law you will certainly not enter into
the Kingdom of God.” That is what the Lord means when
he says whosoever will not receive the kingdom as a lictle
child shall not enter therein. So dear friends let’s all strive to
be like little children and be totally dependent on God’s
Grace to receive His kingdom.

In Mark 10:17-31, we read the story of the rich young
ruler. When Jesus was going on his way, there came a man
who knelt down and asked him, “Good teacher what
should I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said, “Why do
you call me good. There is none good but One that is God.
You know the commandments: Do not commit adultery,
do not kill, do not steal, defraud not, Honor thy father and
mother: and He answered, “Master all these I have done
from my youth. Then Jesus loved him and said, "One thing
you lack. Go and sell whatever you have and give it to the
poor. Then you will have treasure in Heaven. Take up the
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Cross and follow me.” The young man was
downcast because he had great possessions and
he did not want to give them up. Jesus
disciples were astonished at His sayings. Jesus
told His disciples that those who leave their
homes, brethren, children, and lands, all for
God’s work will receive a hundred fold during
their lifetime but will face persecution.
However, the gift of perseverance is Eternal
Life in the world to come.

This story reminds me of my own
childhood. My father became a doctor when
he was very young, and like most people, could have made
plenty of money but he chose to be a missionary doctor. He
actively listened to God’s call and decided to help several
sick and needy people in North India and Nepal for thirty
years. Being the child of a missionary doctor, life was not
casy for ,me because we moved frequently and I had to
change several schools and colleges. T loved the school
where [ studied from the fifth to the ninth grade because I
had many friends and the teachers were great. So one day I
asked my father, “Why do we have to leave this place?”™ He
answered, “We are here in this world only for a short time.
This is not our permanent home. Our permanent home is
in Heaven and we need to build our treasures in Heaven.”
He said, “I have to listen to God’s call and do what He
wants me to do even though life may not be very easy for
us.” He also said that God would bless our generation and
us in this world and the world to come—Eternal life.

In order to inherit the kingdom of God, Paul exhorts
us to imirate Christ: “Be imitators of Christ, therefore as
dearly loved children and live a life full of love” (Ephesians
5:1). Ephesians 5:5 says, “No immoral, impure or greedy
person such as an idolater has any inheritance in the
kingdom of God.” Ephesians 5:8-20 says, “Live as children
of light for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth. Find out whar pleases the Lord.
Have nothing to do with fruitless deeds of darkness, but
rather expose them. Be careful how you live. Be wise and
make the most of every opportunity because the days are
evil, The Lord says, “Be filled with the Holy Spirit and
always give thanks to God the Father for everything.”
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

As imirators of Christ, we have the inheritance of God.
What is the Kingdom of God? There are several parables
about it, but the two parables that are very dear to me are
the parable of the weeds and the parable of the net. The
first, the parable of the weeds is found in Mathew 13:24-
30. “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
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seed in the field bur while everyone was sleeping his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.
When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared. The owner’s servant came to him and
said, “Sir, didn’t you sow good seeds in your field? Where
did the weeds come from?” “The enemy did this,” replied
the master. The servants asked him, “Do you want us to
pull the weeds outz” “No,” he answered, “Because while
you are pulling the weeds you may uproot the wheat with
them. Let both grow up together undl harvest, and at that
time I will tell the harvesters to first collect the weeds and
tie them in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat and
bring them into my barn.”

This is how the lord explained this parable to His
disciples (Mathew 13:37-43). “The one who sowed the
good seed is the son of man, the field is the world, and the
good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are
the sons of the evil one, the devil. The harvest is the end of
age and the harvesters are the angels. As the weeds are pulled
out and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of age. The
Son of Man will send our his angels and they will weed out
of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do
evil. They will be thrown in the fiery furnace where there

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous
will shine like the sun, in the kingdom of their Father.” The
Lord then says, “He who has ears let him hear.”

The second parable is the parable of the net found in
Mathew 13:47-51. “The kingdom of heaven is like a net
that was ler down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.
When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up to the shore.
Then they sat down and collecred the good fish in baskets
and threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of
age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the
righteous.” These two parables teach us that there will be a
final separation of the righteous and the wicked. Therefore,
let us seek God’s Grace in our life so-that we can be

inheritors of the kingdom of God. =

Editor's Note: Mrs. Nirmala Philip is an active member of the
Marthoma Church of Dallas, Farmers Branch. She is married to
Mr. Philip Kochiyil and they have two sons Alex and Christopher.
She has served the parish in various positions including, Music
Director for the youth choir, prayer group leader, Sunday School
Secretary and Executive Committee member. Presently she is
serving as the Sunday School Superintendent. She can be
reached at Phone Number: (214) 537-8066 or by Email:

monaphilip@hotmail.com

#

Role of Chris‘l'iunil'y Tndl:ly: (Conrd frompage 11)

or indeed what they've done for you, and then being a
Christian is to know about one’s life long incompatibility
with one’s way of life.

Turning the last page of the OT and moving into the
NT makes one think that there was no gap between the two
periods. In actual fact 400 years lay between the periods of
these two books. And it is against the context of these four
centuries that the world’s best-known biography began.
What do we see? In place of David’s throne was the Roman
standard, Roman tax-gatherers sat at the gate of every
Jewish town and the religious patriotism of the Jews had
run so low that whatever was grand and living in the
scriptures had been by-passed and the ceremonial elevated
to the same rank as the moral. The synagogue, one of the
most potent engines of instruction ever devised by any
people, had entirely forgotten its true role and became a dry
space controlled by men who used their positions for self-
aggrandisement, scorning those to whom they gave stones
instead of bread. The public conscience was loaded with
thousands of interpretations and commentaries every one
of which was hammered out and shown to be as divinely
sanctioned as the Ten Commandments.

In my opinion, there is not much difference between the
descriptions of Judea and life in the first century AD and the
kind of pain and social fragmentation we see today all around
us. What is worse today is that despite being attached to a
tradition of personal austerity and love, so few Christians
actually practice the simple messages that Jesus Christ left
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them with. Why call yourself a Christian if you are not really
one. Jesus did nor ask people to fast beyond endurance, stay
awake ar night, inflict all manner of physical torture on their
bodies or deny themselves the comfort of their friends or
family. At the core of Jesus' teaching was the insistence that
you see the other as yourself. This violently upturns
everything that we normally array in life as necessary for
personal and emotional safety. Marry only your own kind,
don’t eat in the house of someone of another religion or caste,
and help only people in your own community. Never give an
opportunity to anyone else...she/he will bring in her/his
whole world of friends. This tendency to build walls of
exclusivity was not at all Jesus way of thinking. Although a
Jewish rabbi had to live by very strict rules he thought chat
most of the rituals and rules of pollution and exclusivity were
utter nonsense if it meant that they excluded human warmth
and loving assurances.

[ wish all the different Churches of India would stop
breaking up His body into small pieces and prove that there
is only One Christ. There would be no need for evangelism
of any kind if Christians followed Christ. Nor would there
be any conflict concerning conversions or the devious ways
in which they are done because people are usually happy to
follow those they admire. But where are the admirable
Christians today who will step out of their communities to
understand and serve people of other faiths? =

Mini Krishnan: email: minik@satyam.net.in
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o Our Beloved Coorilos Thirumeni,
with love, on his 55th Birth Day

Elias Abraham, Baltimore, Maryland

The beauteous earth,

the clustering stars,
the moonlit nights
that hum to the depths,
each spark, each breath,
God-touched,
with wonder and awe,
to the Creator pays
constant tributes
in blissful joy,
and colorful ease.
Back in Fifty One,
in the November chill,
while Nature slept,
and the heaven sang,
a child was born
at Kunnamkulam.
The steady cadence
in the passing seasons,
reaching goals
in several roles,
and the Cross
with self-will
bearing, yet smiling,
this chosen one,
finding Jesus,
where suffering expressed,
shedding Mercy’s drops,
as the Master did,
dedicated and consecrated:
Our pride,
the Church’s glory,
and the Heaven’s gain.
Thirumeni’s sweetness,
the sustaining charm,
in his prismed vision,
and moving mission, rests;
“Where's God in the crisis?”
“In our response
to the crisis,”
from within comes
Thirumeni’s answer,

When the Church fades,
and the leaders fail,

sins 1ncrease,

this great one,
clad in humility,
like Paul,
on earth builds
heavenly abodes
for the Master Great.
Look at the row of daffodils;
the Asha Bhavans, the Half-way Homes,
Mexico Homes, Deepthi Bhavans,
Jyothis Home,
the smiling daffodils,
proclaiming
the concern to the sheep,
his faith and trust
in the Lord.
The ‘Bishop Suite,
at the village sire,
his sweetness proves,
the blessing underlined,
and the showery grace
purely expressed.
This great soul
is our Paul,
the apostle of simple faith,
and rigorous deeds.
The tear drop he keeps
for the prodigals
is our spiritual spark,
Oh! teach us, Your Lordship,
to tread with Jesus
on this earthly patch
and get a suite
in the heavenly sweep.
Oh! man of prayer,
the adoration and hope
of old and young,
give us sttength
to hold on to Christ.
This day never dies;
Serving is Served.
Oh! star of the East,
from David’s stardom sent,
our heads to Him we raise,
and sing the hymn of praise:
Happy happy birth day,

and many returns of the day.

\ and the lambs decrease, )
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The Faith and Practices of Mar Thoma Church
The Doctrine of Holy Spirit

Rev. Ninu Chandy, Youth Chaplain, Dallas

damental dogma of our faith. In the |
Nicene Creed we affirm, “We believe in |/
the Holy Spirit...” Holy Spirit 1s popularly
associated with a particular group of Churches
not in the theological and doctrinal aspect but

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is T T lirl:h'f .-'"-" :

in an ecstatic way as experience of speaking in
tongues and so on.

The words that are used for the Holy
Spirit in the Old and New Testaments are
Ruach in Hebrew, and pneuma in Greek. Both

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.
John 8:32 says “You will know the truth and
the truth will set you free.” The Holy Spirit
continually leads us from falsehood to truth
and sets us free from bondage and brings us to
truth. Truth is what is embodied in the person.
of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is described as
the Teacher of Truth. In 1 John 2:26-27, the
writer exhorts the congregation, “Dwell in him
(Holy Spirit) as he told you to do.”

The Holy Spirit Brings Reconciliation and

these words symbolize the powerful vical ener-

gy of God entering into human life (Gen. 2:7, Ezek. 37;
John. 20:22). The word Ruach in Hebrew is feminine in
character and pneuma in Greek is neuter. From the Bible,
the person and work of the Holy Spirit could be understood
through the characteristics of the Holy Spirit. It can be
summarized as follows

The Holy Spirit is God’s spirit. In the New Testament,
Holy Spirit is synonymous with the spirit of God. Paul says,
“God’s spirit dwells in you” (Rom. 8:9). In another context,
Paul speaks of the believers as the Temple of God “Where
the spirit of God dwells” (1 Cor. 3:16). The Spirit of God
and the Spirit of Christ are also synonymous (Rom 8:6-11).
In the Old Testament, through the power of the spirit, var-
ious people were able to accomplish great things (Ex. 31:3,
35:31, 36:1; Jud. 6:34; 1 Samuel 11:5 tf).

The Holy Spirir is the Creator Spirit. Gen. 1:1 says that
the spirit brooding over the waters created the cosmos. The
Bible affirms that the spirit continues the process of bring-
ing about order, harmony and beauty out of situations of
chaos, disharmony and disorder. “The spirit can like wise
effect this change in human hearts” (The Holy Spirit, Fr.
Samuel Rayan). This affirms the fact thar God is not a God
of status quo. God keeps challenging the status quo, which
is implied in the Genesis story of creation.

The Holy Spirit is the Incarnation Spirit. It is the Holy
Spirit who initiated the universal Logos (Word) to become
flesh- Jesus of Nazareth. To become flesh means to become
human. The Holy Spirit conceived Jesus, 2 human filled
with the Holy Spirit and led by the Holy Spirit. Jesus
received the Holy Spirit at the time of Baptism and he iden-
ified with the human community. Receiving the Holy
Spirit is for realizing the authentic humanness and not for
separation from the human. It is also the Holy Spirit who
enables us to confess and realize; “Jesus Christ came in the

flesh” (1 John 4:2).
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Unity. The Holy Spirit is a “unity being”. “The
work of the Holy Spirit is simply another aspect of the rec-
onciliation work of God, and so another aspect of the work
of Christ” (Macquarrie). The coming of the Holy Spirit
upon the disciples in Acts 2:1-13, brought about a new
experience of unity. The Holy Spirit comes to unite us and
to build up the community.

What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? In order to
answer the question, it is essential to go back to Gal. 5:19-
23 and Eph. 4:1-13.

The letter to Galatians by St. Paul makes a contrast
between the works of the flesh and the fruit of the spirit
(Gal. 5:19-23). The contrast is between the quality of life
Jssociated with our unspiritual nature and the quality of life
in the Holy Spirit. The unspiritual natures are fornication,
indecency, idolatry, quarrels, envy, selfish ambitions, party
politics, dissensions, drunkenness, etc. All these are put
under works in the plural, a life without unity. On the con-
trary, the quality of life produced by the Holy Spirit is
described in the singular, fruit. Tt includes love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness and self
control — the life seen in Jesus Christ. It is life with a single-
ness of purpose centered in Jesus Christ. Hence the goal of
the work of the Holy Spirit is to enable us to be ‘Christ like.’

In his letter to the Ephesians (4:1-13), St. Paul speaks
about another aspect of the gift of the Holy Spirit. In that
portion, he gives us the diversity of the ministries needed for
the continuity of the ministry of the Jesus Christ. The list
includes apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers
and so on. Today, the list may include doctors, nurses, para-
edical staff, counselors, social workers, mentors, Red Cross
volunteers, peacemakers, political activists, etc. By this we
understand that the Holy Spirit empowers people with abil-
e and skills for the building up of the body of Christ. The
ministry of Jesus Christ is committed to the whole people of
God, so that we all atrain the “full stature of Christ.”
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Along with the aforementioned gifts, the Pentecostal
gifts have to be mentioned. Firstly it is a gift to all God's
people. In Acts 2:4 we read, “They all filled with the Holy
Spirit.” All are Spirit-bearers; all are ‘charismatics.” The
anointing with the Chrism immediately after the Baptism
service declares this truth. Secondly, it is a gift of uniry.
Again Acts 2:1 testifies, “They were all with one accord in
one place.” The Spirit makes many to be one Body in
Christ. It is a reversal of the Babel experience in Gen 11:7.
“They had all things in common and united in heart and
soul” (Acts 2:44; 4:32). Thirdly, the gift of the Spirit is a gift
of diversity (Acts 2:3).

Where does the Holy Spirit Work? A recurrent ques-
rion arising in the minds of believers is whether the Holy
Spirit works only in the Church or only among Christians.
As mentioned previously, the Holy Spirit is the creartive

spirit that leads us all into truth and also the Spirit of rec-
onciliation and unity. Hence, that spirit challenges us to see
beyond the narrow boundaries of Church and Christian
community. We have to be open to the act of the Holy
Spirit. The works of the Holy Spirit cannot be limited to
Christians but impacts all of humanicy. All barriers of dis-
unity and ideology will be overcome by the power and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, which is the
spirit of love revealed in Jesus Christ, should heal all forms
of disunity and disharmony.

For Further Reading: The Holy Spirit, Fr. Samuel
Rayan; The Orthodox Way, Bishop Kallistos Ware; Eastern
Orthodoxy Through Western Eyes, Donald Fairbairn; New
Testament Studies, Rev. M.V. Abraham; and [ Believe,
Russell Chandran. =

(To be continued)

SEVENTH NATIONAL SEVIKA SANGHOM CONFERENCE

The Seventh National Sevika Sanghom Conference hosted
by the Detroit Mar Thoma Sevika Sanghom came to a suc-
cessful and blessed ending on Sunday October 15, 2006
after the Holy Communion service. The conference was
held at the Colombiere Retreat Center in Clarkston,
Michigan from October 12-15, 2006. There were about
150 delegates from 19 parishes from all across United
States. The messages were spiritually uplifting echoing the
theme “Being Precious than Rubies: Values and Virtues in
family and Society” (Proverbs 31:10). The main leaders of
the conference were the Rt. Rev. Dr. Euyakim Mar
Coorilos, Diocesan Bishop; Mrs. Suma Cherian, Missions
India, Tiruvalla; Mrs. Rita Mathew, Athens, Georgia; Rev.
Ninu Chandy, Youth Chaplain, Dallas, Texas; Rev. Daniel
Varghese, Vice-President, Diocesan Sevika Sanghom, and
Rev. K. T. Abraham, Vicar of Detroit Mar Thoma Church.

The Highlights of the conference included a tradition-
al “Swagatham,” a candle lighting ceremony and a video
presentation depicting the busy life of a postmodern
woman. A Souvenir was published to commemorate the
occasion and the melodious theme song provided upbeat
during the entire conference. A prominent feature of this
year'’s conference was the participation of many young
women in the conference and a young women’s session that
was well atrended with lively discussion. The Bible study by
Rev. Ninu Chandy presented how we can be virtuous
women citing examples from the Scriprures and explaining
Paul’s views on women’s role and position in church and
ministry. Rita Mathew’ presented a new dimension of
women'’s role in family church. The various workshops pro-
vided insights into Christian living and the workshop lead-
ers were Dr. Leela Cherian and Rev. K.'T. Abraham, Grace
David and Rev. Daniel Varghese, Nirmala Abraham and
Rev. Ninu Chandy.
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Suma Cherian exhorted the delegates to gain insights
from the life and character of Esther who used her position
as the queen of Persia to deliver her people from massacre.
Her commitment. and concern for her people in a foreign
land and her courage to plead with the king for her people
worked in a providential manner resulting in Haman’
defeatr, Israel’s preservation and honoring her uncle
Mordecai whom Haman plotted to kill. Like Esther, each
woman has a role to play, to rise to the occasion to save our
generation attain the salvation in Jesus Christ developing a
personal relationship with the Lord. During the dedication
service led by Rev. Philip Varghese many delegates commit-
ted and rededicated themselves to the service of the Lord.
The conference came to a close with Holy Communion fol-
lowed by the final session. Coorilos Thirumeni in his con-
cluding remarks commended highly of the Detroic Mar
Thoma Church for hosting a conference of this magnitude
providing the spiritual atmosphere for uplift, dedication
and commitment. Thirumeni particularly recognized the
support and dedication of several men of the parish who
worked hard for the success of the conference.

I conclude this brief report with a gratitude to several
men and youth of noble character who provided their
whole hearted support for this conference in every single
step of the way for the last one year. We thank all of them,
our Vicar Rev. K.T. Abraham, the Executive Committee
and the entire parish for helping and being with us patient-
ly that helped us achieve the commendation by the dele-
gares and the leaders, “the best conference.” I give glory and
honor to God our eternal Father who strengthened us and
blessed us from the beginning to the end and in whose
grace we continue to lean.

Kunjumol Cherian, General Convener
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“The Mission of the Church”

Rev. V. T. John, Chicago, lllinois

church doing? The church has no interest in

this’, so on and so forth. What is church? If
you remove the common factors namely ‘CH’
from the word ‘CHURCH’, what remains is
only—UR, means ‘you are the church’.
Everyone is responsible for the mission of the
church. Our late Abraham Mar Thoma rightly
said, “Every Marthomite is a missionary.” Emil
Bruner said, “As fire exists by its burning,
Church exists by its mission.” Our mission

Ihave heard people saying, “What is our

tizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age” Amen - Martthew 28:18-20.
‘All authority is given’ means supreme author-
ity or the right to appoint to office; the right to
govern in both earth and in heaven. ‘All
nations means all peoples and groups.
Nowadays, oceans are no wider than rivers.

Edna St. Vincent Millay says: “The world
stands out on either side, no wider than the

makes us what we are. If we fail in it, our very
existence is questioned. To share the Gospel to
all, through our thoughts, words, and deeds in all twenty-
four hours of the day is the mission of the church to all the
people groups of the world. Mission is crossing the barriers.
The word evangelize is used in the New Testament fifry-two
times and the word gospel is said seventy-two times.
Evangelize means to proclaim, or to announce good news.
“Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through
every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad rtid-
ings of the kingdom of God”- Luke 8:1.

While I was a missionary on the borders of Tibet about
40 years ago, a government ofticial and I walked together
for a whole day, some 15 miles, to reach one of the remote
villages. Our topic of discussion was about our Lord Jesus
Christ. At noon, we rested under a shady tree to enjoy our
lunch. I took out the ‘Gideon’s New Testament and Psalms’
from my pocket and asked him to read certain portions. I
led him through the following concepts about God,
Heaven and Sin: Heaven is wonderful and it is our eternal
home; Sin hinders to reach there; Everyone is a sinner; The
wages of sin is death; One’s own good works will not save
him; Jesus opened the way of salvation through His death
on the cross; Repenting from sin, believing in Him, and
praying will make one a real child of God to reach Heaven.
He accepred the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and
Savior and asked me to pray for him. After prayer, I pre-
sented to him with a Bible. Then he said with tears rolling
down his cheeks — “Mr. John, you are on your mission, you
revealed to me the good news and thank you.” It is dis-
tinctly clear that you should bring others to Christ. The last
fifty-three years of my ministry, including twelve years as a
missionary in Tibetan border, taught me this truth.

Who entrusted us with this great mission? Some say,
‘my parents, or Achen, or Thirumeni, or Sunday School
teacher’ and so on. This is partially true, but ultimately, the
Lord Himself calls and appoints one for the mission. John
15:16 say: “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that
your fruit should remain”.

“All authority has been given to me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations bap-
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heart is wide.”

What, then, is our calling? It is two fold. Catch this
great vision and obey it. This is how our church went out
to all parts of India, Nepal, and to other places. Our diocese
can be proud of our beloved Thirumeni, Rt. Rev. Dr.
Euyakim Mar Coorilos, who caught this vision to extend
the mission to Mexico and among Native Americans.
Thirumeni always says in our faith journey we need to love
those who cannot return the same to us.

Jesus said,” But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end
of the earth.”™ Acts 1:8. The whole world is in hunger and
thirst, not only for bread and water, but for the word of
God, to hear Jesus, accept Him, and be in peace.

“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved. How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher and how shall they preach unless they are sent?”-
Romans10:13-15. So, we need to be preachers of this good
news to those who never heard about Jesus so that they may
believe in Jesus and be saved.

C. T. Studd says: “Only one life, it will soon be past;
only whar is done for Christ will last.” Amy Carmichael,
the founder of Zanana Mission in Donovar, India, saved
more than one thousand young women from the fire of
prostitution. Jesus said, “Unless a grain of whear falls into
the ground and dies, it remains alone; bur if it dies, it pro-
duces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it and he
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life”-
John 12:24, 25. Mission entrusts us the task of being the
light for others so that others may see the light and the
darkness may be removed from their life. Our church’s
motto is also “Lighted to lighten,” so let us be the lights to
remove the darkness from the hearts of others.

[talian patriarch, Garibaldi once said: “I offer neither
pay, nor quarters, nor positions: | offer hunger, thirst, freed
marches, battles and death. Let him who loves his country
in his heart, and not with his lips only, follow me.” Jesus
also preached the same, who ever wants to follow Him, let
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that person leave everything including his family, and then
take up the cross and follow Him.

Swami Vivekananda; said: “If I was there at the time of
Christ on earth, I would have washed His feet with my life
blood.” Acts 20:24 is my life motto which says: "However,
I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may fin-
ish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
me—the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace™. Till
today, I could humbly fulfill the Lord’s mission. The Lord
had been providing for my needs, helping me to learn new
languages, giving me health, protecting me from enemies,
and healing me when I am ill.

Will you please wait on the Lord, catch the vision, and
obey Him in all the paths He leads you to bring the lost to
' His saving knowledge? “... Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us?”- Isaiah 6:8. Will you answer, "Here am I,
send me’? I believe God has a purpose for planting each one
of us in this country. God wants us to be His missionaries

wherever He has planted us including our job, family and
parish life. I also urge all the youths of this Diocese to lis-
ten to the calling of our Lord, and do your part to spread
the word of God to those who haven’t heard it before. You
can do your part of the mission work by praying for the
missionaries and the non believers among whom they work,
by spending your time in mission fields, and by sharing
your resources for those who need your help. =

Editors Note: Rev. V. T. John is a refired priest of the Mar Thoma Church.
Achen served about 12 years at Indo-Tibetan border mission field and
served in other mission fields in Orissa and other parts of India. Achen
is the founder missionary of the Khariar Road-Mission Field in Orissa.
Achen was also a missionary in Childrens” Special Service Mission
(CSSM) a joint mission of Mar Thoma Church and Church of South India.
Achen recently visited various mission fields in India. If you would like to
know or want to visit mission fields in India, please contact Achen by
mail at Rev. V. T. John, 9261 N. Loras Lane, Niles, IL 60714. Achen can
also be reached at (847) 966-8916 (H) or (847) 682-0448 (Cell) or at
E-Mail: rewtj2003@yahoo.com.
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A New Years Song

T. G. Abraham
Bethel Mar Thoma Church, Frankfort, IL

Tune- Amazing grace how sweet the sound... |
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Vision for a Meaningful Worship Service

Abraham Pulimoottil, St. Stephen’s Mar Thoma Church, New Jersey

I'm quite sure you will agree with me if I say there is
nothing quite like attending a meaningful worship service,
particularly in this country where most of us came as
immigrants. After working very hard and dealing with tons
of difficult situations all around us for six days in a row,
most of us go to Church to have some quiet time for
meditation and to be part of a group that worships the Lord
Jesus in word and spirit.

Some of you may ask me, what problems do we have
now? We have a Bishop, a spacious worship place, a full-time
Achen, many visiting Achens, a growing membership, a good
amount in the bank, and many programs that suit both the
young and old. The list could go on and on. I have no choice
other than saying all those things are true. However, I must
also add that those things alone cannot be considered as a
benchmark for a meaningful worship service where
participants get a sense of belonging to the body of Christ—
a spiritual uplift that sustains us for the rest of the week.
Church should be a place where we can go to get rid of our
spiritual starvation. If a car needs gas, one goes to a gas
station. Along those same lines, Christians should have easy
access to a meaningful worship service for replenishment of
spiritual nourishment. I would say we need it now more than
ever because we are living at a time when society’s moral value
system is getting redefined minute by minute. What was
accepted as a standard yesterday may not be applicable today
in our moral and social system.

You may ask yourself what you can do. I believe certain
things can be changed, while on the other hand certain things
have to remain the same. I know that we can make only
limited changes in the direction in which the Mar Thoma
Church is moving. We can of course pray for a better situation,
and await Lord’s involvement. What would be helpful is a
willingness of the Church’s hierarchy to keep the fundamental
principles as it was. But let us not go there at this time.

At the same time: I believe that we, as members of the
church, can do certain things within our own congregation
to better ourselves. If we work together and pray together we
can make a difference and still remain within the framework
of the Mar Thoma Church to which we all still have our
affinity. To have a meaningful worship, we should come
together prayerfully and sincerely to adore the worthiness of
our good Lord who is our daily provider with a thankful
heart. Also, we should wish for and work together to have a
more meaningful service conducive to the needs of the
entire congregation. It is a matter of great concern for some
of us when our youth are unsure of things and have many
unanswered questions concerning church matters. This is
the age of knowledge and questioning. Now it is difficult to
convince your neighbor of anything because he or she may
be more knowledgeable than you think. We should be able

to look at situations together and see what changes we can
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make. We must remember results may not be immediate but
rather slow. However, in my opinion, it is worth the effort.

Worship the Lord and respect the rest as was done by
our forefathers. You may wonder at what I'm saying, It is
simple. Rather than worshiping worldly possessions such as
health, wealth, and education and certain people on earth,
we should start worshiping the Lord Jesus Christ who
redeemed us. We should give due respect to the rest of the
things mentioned earlier. There is a growing trend among
us just to mention the Lord’s name here and there, without
any actual thought towards the Lord. You may laugh, but I
believe this is true. That habit should be changed. I
understand it isn't easy, but it can be done.

Leave the “I-factor” at home before coming to the
church. We have to try hard not to feel that we are superior
to the person sitting/standing next to us. We shouldn' believe
that just because one person may have this or have that or be
from a certain family, that he or she is more important than
the rest. On the other hand, if we cultivate a habit of thinking
that we are all equal within the four walls of the church, it will
go a long way to help build a proper arena for a meaningful
worship. The “I-factor” can also create the “I-syndrome”, the
“Me-Syndrome” and the “I'm-somebody-special-syndrome”.
This way of thinking will drown all of us. If possible, we
should not create such a toxic environment.

We should try not to lose our identity as Christians.
While I'm not a historian, I'm quite sure, there was a time
when one could distinguish a Christian just by their name,
the way they dressed or by their general behavior. Now
none of these criteria apply. If asked, most will say it is due
to the fact that we live in a different time. That is fine but
[ have one question: has Christ also changed? If Christ did
not change, why do we have to change with the world? So
let us keep our Christian identity as it was before, as much
as possible, in all areas that I mentioned earlier.

Let us not create programs just for the sake of creating
programs. The only thing this will help to build is the pages
of the church’s annual report. Also, it is a fact that the
number of church members are growing. It is getting harder
to get to know one another. It just takes a second to reach
out to another member to say hello. If we could all do this,
we could get to know each other a litde better. Whether we
like it or not, we all have to share our place of worship and
spend time together. It is nice to be good to each other and
to set aside our differences. We have to remember that in
the eyes of the Lord, we are all equal.

Let us start a new beginning. Let us join our hands
together, worship and praise together and grow in faith
together. If we do this, we will all benefit and I am sure
heaven will rejoice.

Before I conclude, let me say this: an ounce of humility
can melt a ton of ego. m
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Attorney Lal Varghese, Diocesan Council Member, MTC Dallas, Farmers Branch

Each day is wonderful and brings joy to our lives.
But we fail to see the beauty of each day in our lives.
God created everything and found that
it was beautiful.
He created man in His own image.
He created woman from mans own body
to be with man.
God wanted both man and woman to be with God.
God trusted and made man in charge of all
He created. .
But man sinned and disobeyed God by trying
to become God.
Man failed to see the beauty of things God created
for him ro enjoy.
He failed to live in submission to God and failed
to listen to God.
By seeing man’s desire and deeds God repented

for creating man.

The creator came in search of his creation in order to
save it from sin.
The creation failed to recognize God and
crucified Him.
Still we fail ro recognize the Agape’ of the God.
At times we recognize the Agape’ of God in our lives.
Then we feel that the world is so beautiful
All the creations He made for us are so beautiful
We feel that they make our life happy day by day
So, let us keep on reflecting the
reason behind the season’
Let us reflect Gods love during all holidays.
Let us share the love of God with other
creations around us.
Let us pray that the providence of God be with us

and our families.
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“I¢s not about how much you do, but how much love you put into what you do that counts. Life isn’t worth

living, unless lived for other people.”

Mother Theresa

HOME & GARDEN TIPS
MRS. SHIRLEY CHACKALAMANNIL, NEW JERSEY MTC

Easy tips to start a perennial Garden

Why Perennials?

f you are new to the world of gardening, you may not
e aware of the many benefits that growing perennials
can offer. Perennial plants are the one that come back
every season. Except in the temperate zones, the
oerennials die back each year after a hard frost and
after the winter they come back better and bigger. Some
perennials live for only a few years while others remain
vital and atiractive for decades. Though perennials
initially cost more than annuals to purchase, they are
much cheaper in the long term, because you do not have
to buy them every year, whereas you have fo buy the
annuals every season. Also with perennials you can
simply divide or take cuttings from your existing
serennials to make your garden bigger for the coming
years. Perennial garden can be a fime saver also
because you do not have to replant each year. They are
the heart of most flower gardens because of their ability
to flower and spread year after year. They invite birds,
butterflies, and humans alike. There are thousands of
garden perennials and more are being developed each
year by careful breeding.

In this issue we will be focusing on the preparation for
starting a perennial garden. In the next issue we will be
looking at a few of the perennials that are undemanding,
requires little maintenance, and reward you with a
kaleidoscope of color year after year.

Choosing the right location for a perennial garden

Although perennials are very adaptable, they need to be
olanted in a spot that meets their basic needs for the
intensity and amount of light, proper drainage and
appropriate nutrition. Many perennials prefer “full sun”
needs eight hours of sunshine a day. Those perennials
that prefer shade can be grown with about five hours of
sunshine and dappled shade the rest of the day. The
garden should be in an area that is convenient fo tend
so that watering, fertilizing and ‘weeding will be easier
for you.
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Preparing a perennial bed

Even if most of the perennials are tough and hardy, the
better environment we provide for them, the better they
grow fast, live long and produce more flowers. Taking fime
to prepare the soil in the proper way will get your
perennials off to a good start. To prepare a planting bed,
first remove any sod from the area, dig the soil to a depth
of at least 12 inches. Remove any rocks and break up large
clumps of soil. Check the pH of the soil (pH meters for the
soil is available in most of the garden centers). A soil with
a pH of 6.0 to 7.0 is appropriate for a perennial garden.

Add fertilizers and soil conditioners as needed.
Fertilizers supply nutrients to plants. The three major ones
are nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium and identified on
the containers as N, P, and K, respectively. Majority of the
perennials thrive in soil that has equal levels of N, P and
K. The soil conditioners improve the soils texture and
consistency. If the soil is mostly heavy clay or sandy then
they are not good for growing perennials. Generally there
are three kinds of soils; sandy, clay and loamy soil. Sandy
soils are exiremely coarse. It is exiremely porous. Hence
this kind of soil cannot retain water long enough for the
roots to absorb it. Clay soil is on the other hand is very
fine, ultra-microscopic in size and retain huge quantities of
water for a very long period. After a heavy rain, clay soil
can take hours and days to drain and they are impervious
to air. Ideal soil will be rich and loamy with 50 percent
organic and mineral matter, 25 percent air space and 25
percent water. The most commonly used soil conditioners
are leaf mold, compost, peat moss and cow manure.
These soil conditioners also add nutrients to the soil.
Builder’s sand, Vermiculite and perlite with combination of
the soil conditioners are used to lighten heavy clay soils
and improve aeration.

You could start preparing your perennial garden bed
when the weather is mild outside. If you live in a place
where there is winter, you could start preparing for your
oerennial garden by end of April (after the frost), so that
you could start your perennial garden by early to middle
of May. In the April issue of the Messenger Magazine we
will focus on choosing the low maintenance plants, how to
start seeding, transplanting and buying the right
perennials for your garden along with fips as to how fo
maintain the garden both during the growing period and
the dormant period.
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Do Not Go Over Your Vineyard A Second Time

Jason V. Cherian, Trinity MTC, Houston

“Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the
grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the
alien. I am the LORD your God.” (Levi.: 19:10) This 1s a
commandment God gave Israelites through Moses. It we
look at the commandments we find that a lot of them are
related to how you should treat the poor and aliens
compassionately. This shows God’s ultimate concern for the
poor. I think this commandment is more relevant in the
present world than any time before.

One of the biggest challenges facing some of the
developing countries is poverty. Millions in the present
world don’t have the basic necessities of life—food, clothing
and shelter. And I think thar is ‘the biggest challenge facing
the Christian church today’. Our fight is not against other
churches or religions; our fight is against poverty, ignorance
and exploitation. He that giveth unto the poor shall not
lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse
(Prov.: 28:27) Those who show mercy towards the poor,
lend for God. He will pay them back (Prov.: 19:17). So this
is a good opportunity to lend some money to God, so that
one day we will ger it back with profit.

According to the Indian Census Bureau, the Indian
population has already passed the milestone of a billion.
And the sad part of it is that 40% of them live in poverty.
When I say poverty, the older generation may know how
bad it is. The younger Indian generation in USA may not
have a real picture. Recently, my 7-year-old daughter asked
me “Are there kids in India who eat from the garbage?” It is
natural for them to be unable to comprehend that sort of
desperation. I hope this young generation will develop a
compassion and concern for them.

When I first heard ‘Every Marthomite is a missionary
[ was really impressed by the vision behind the statement.
But how can we become good missionaries? I think we have
to be Good Samaritans as a first step towards that Goal.
Jesus never preached to any one without considering their
primary need. Gospel to a hungry stomach is like pouring
water over a pot turned upside down. The first century
church was a sharing church. W.C.C. (World Council of
Churches) had a slogan R.S.S. (resource sharing system)
based on the need for social justice. I think the church
should be like that. Even our church buildings should be
modified according to this vision. The first missionary
apostle Peter said, ‘I don’t have gold or silver, but I have the
power of Jesus Christ.” So he asked the paralyzed man to get
up and walk. Now Christian churches have gold, silver and
even platinum. But it looks as though they have lost the
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power and vision of Christ. /This could be the basic
challenge facing Christianity in the current era.

Without becoming good Samaritans we cannot be
good missionaries. The Bible says if we receive more, we are
accountable for more. It may be money, abilities, or power.
Jesus Christ is perceived as a socialist by many. He is the one
who said ‘love your neighbor like yourself, and if you have
two, share one with those who don't have'.

Recently I watched a program about an American lady
and her daughter doing missionary work among orphan
children in the streets of Calcurra. Their organization is
called Calcutra Mercy Ministries (www.buntain.org) Ms.
Buntain said that every time she goes to a grocery store in
the USA, she weeps. What a sincere heart—because she has
seen kids digging in the garbage for food.

The biggest slum in the world is in Bombay, We have a
project there to accommodate orphans. And we have one in
Orissa called Kalahandi Mission Project. These are mere
representation of our church’s compassion to the needy and
the marginalized. 1 think every Mar Thomite should
sponsor one child. If we don’t go over our vineyard a second
time, there will be plenty for others to pick and save for
times of trouble. If we close our eyes to the lack of these
basic needs, how can we claim to be ‘Christ followers’?

If we take a step towards this goal of being missionaries
(not preaching but acting), we will be blessed, the recipients
will be blessed and our mission will be accomplished. And
we will be facing the challenge of the hour. James 2:14-17:
“What does it profit my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but doesn’t have works? Can faith save him? If brother
or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you
says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled’, but
you do not give them the things which are needed for their
body, what does it profiz Thus also faith by itself if it
doesn’t have works is dead.”

Tt is very clear according to the Bible tha little things we
do for our brethren are the biggest treasure we are ever going
to have. God says he will reward every one according to their
work. Mathew 25:39-40: “When did we see you hungry,
thirsty or sick and come to you?” Then the king will answer
and say to them, ‘Assuredly I say to you, as much as you did
0 one of the least of these brethren, you did it to me.” And he
separated those people to the right side to enjoy the heavenly
kingdom.” So when the Son of Man sits on the throne of his
glory and separates the Nations between right and left, where
will we stand? Left or right, there is no crown without cross.
Can we obey and be faithful to man and God? May his grace
help us to fulfill our mission!! =
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Mexico Mission Trip 2006

Diana Thomas

Mission volunteers from St. Peter’s MTC, NJ; St. Thomas MTC, NY; Los Angels MTC,CA; and Canadian MTC, Toronto, Canada, par-

ficipated in the Mexico Mission frip.

Yo (000000000000) tengo un amigo que me ama, me ama,
me ama

Yo tengo un amigo que me ama

Su nombre es Jesus

I have a friend who loves me, loves me, loves me
I have a friend who loves me
His name is Jesus

We banked on the island like a band of gypsies carrying
guitars, boxes of Spanish bibles, workbooks, crayons, glue;
and plastic toys. There were coolers and raw chicken,
pounds of onions, tomatoes and jalapenos, key limes, and
ice tea powder mix. We were equipped to teach, to learn, to
feed, and to celebrate with people we never mert in a place
we did not know. Mar Thoma youth across the North
American continent, led by Rev. P Y. Mathews, came
together to give all that we carried in our hearts and in our
hands. We have a friend named Jesus, who loves us, and we
shared His life and His love like the parts of our caravan.
We had a green tent for VBS at each of the three islands
we visited. Tents are intimate spaces in unfamiliar places.
There is a sense of closeness and safety in a tent where the
sun’s rays are shielded and the animals stay away. The
children gathered inside for the day’s Bible lesson abour the
paralyzed man who was healed by Jesus. The missionaries,
with the help of translators, reenacted the scene with a short
skit which showed how the faith of the paralyzed man’s
friends prompted them to bring him to Jesus. A volunteer
from the group of children played the role of the paralyzed
man. He was lifted up and brought to Jesus to be healed.
Afterward, the children were taught Spanish VBS songs in
much of the same way that Mar Thoma children are raught
new songs—with the aid of a CD player and CD.
However, it was the musical God-given talent of the
missionaries that sealed the songs in the children’s
memories. Their voices resonated throughout the island.
Meanwhile, volunteer cooks stayed in the make-shift
kitchens concocting coveted ice tea drinks from a powder
mix, key limes, and sugar. The adult islanders prepared
lunch. Chicken was peeled and marinated, and pur on
rustic charcoal grills. Tomatoes, onions and peppers were
transformed to spicy pica de gallo. At break time, the
children formed a line for cold ice tea and sweet bread, and
then they returned to the tents for arts and crafts, making
wooden crossed necklaces, and drawing churches on lined
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paper. Older kids were pulled aside for vocational training
which included medical preparation and computer
hardware training. They were taught how to rescue a
drowning victim, treat a wound, and save a choking victim.
They were also shown hygiene methods such as oral care.
Computer hardware training included opening the tower
and monitor and describing the different parts and
functions of the machine.

At the end of the day, the young and the old came
together for prayer and a feast. It was truly a celebration.
Then we packed our things, got into the row boat for a brief
ride across the river, and headed out on the big yellow
school bus to our hotel. Singing continued on our ride
home. We sang worship songs and conversed. Our group
was made up of people in different fields which included
finance, information technology, and social work. There
were also students, aspiring medical professionals and
lawyers. We also learned a lot about the Mexico Mission as
we talked to Baby Uncle, our silent and contemplarive
guide, who led us throughout the trip.

Baby Uncle, officially known as George Kurian, is the
founder of the missions. The story begins with the Holy Spirit
leading him to the edge of the US where he met a woman
who was crying. She was upset because she, like many island
women, needed help as she dealt with her drunken husband.
Baby Uncle found these people in physical and spiritual need
and approached the Mar Thoma Church for support. He has
befriended the Mexican people and they trust him. There
were a lot of teen pregnancies, and alcohol abuse among the
men. However, since the Mar Thoma Church has become
involved throughout these islands, many of these vices have
disappeared or decreased significantly.

There is much lost in the translation of a mission trip
on paper. Reading about it will not fully convey the
ambience during a boart ride, the warmth of the gulf water
during a drenched game of football, or the frustration of
not being able to speak fluent Spanish and the delighttul
presence of translators. The smell of key limes and the
sticky feeling of them on your hands create everlasting
memories. Experiencing the shy smile of a child after you
fasten a wooden cross around his neck, or coloring with the
children on the floor of the tent conveys love in all its sweet
simplicity. The sound of those children singing has been
commirtted to our memories forever.

The most interesting aspect about the mission trip is
the affect it has on the missionaries. We all go to help and

(Continued on page 38)

Mar Thoma Messenger



Meaningful Youth-hood

Sarosh Koshy, NJ MTC (Sermon delivered on Youth Sunday 2006)

stand before you on this Youth Sunday, with immense

joy and overwhelmed with nostalgia. I happened to be

one among the fortunate to be part of the Marthoma
Yuvajana Sakhyam in the nineteen-eighties. It was a time in
the Sakhyam when the quest for theological clarity and a
willingness to commit one’s life to the calling for mission
reached one of its zeniths. It was a time of grear fervor.
Many of the youth of that period went on to ordained
ministry and others to varied fields of social ministry. The
influence of those rimes refused to go away even from the
lives of the people who went on to pursue many of the
secular careers. The ethos of the eighties challenged our
parish priests to grapple with deeper meanings of the gospel
and its implications for our context. They drew us to the
Sakhyam through their bold interventions in the parish life,
gripping sermons and in-depth bible studies. The central
leadership of the Sakhyam led us through life-changing
sessions and exposures that convinced us ro commit our
lives towards the mission and renewal of the church. After
the Yuvajana Sakhyam days, I have pursued my vocation
with so many movements and organizations. Bur the faith
grounding of evangelical social gospel of the Marthoma
Church that the Sakhyam bestowed me became my rudder,
capable of seeing me through all the turbulences of life.

This youth Sunday, the theme selected by the Yuvajana
Sakhyam is “Meaningful Youth-hood.” The gospel reading
is from the gospel of Saint Matthew, chapter 6, verses 24-
34, which is part of the “sermon on the mount.” In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus unveils the alternative vision
of the Kingdom of God. The Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom
is diametrically opposite to how we envision our values of
personal engagement and public governance. The inheritors
of the kingdom are the poor, those who mourn, the
peacemakers, those who are hungry for righteousness. The
beatitudes—the blessedness—give us the vision of a new
humanity or the Kingdom Communiry.

The verse I have chosen for our reflection is Marthew
chapter 6, verse 33, “Burt strive first for the Kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.” Along with the verse from Luke 20:25,
“Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperors,
and to God the things that are God’s,” these two have come
to be the most misinterpreted and misused verses in the
Bible. “All these things will be given to you as well” has
become one of the defining verses to a way of Bible
interpretation that have come to be known as “prosperity
gospel”. The idea behind the prosperity gospel is that God
rewards people with wealth for their acceptance of God.
The major contradiction here if we subscribe to this
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interpretation is that we instantaneously make the great
prophets and the disciples of Jesus unworthy of any praise
because none of them were rewarded with wealth. All of
them were martyred and that was their reward for seeking
the God’s will.

The misinterpretation of this verse from the Sermon on
the Mount arises from the simple fact'that we often take it
out of the context in which it is spoken. The verse 24 of |
Mathew chaprter 6 make it amply clear that what would be
given to us in return of seeking his Kingdom and
righteousness. If you seek first the Kingdom of God, all
these things shall be added unto you. ‘All these things’ refer
to the basic necessities. In the examples of birds in the air
and the lilies in the field, God provides them the basic
necessities; food and clothing. Instead of the economy of
abundant choice, Jesus is proposing a subsistence economy
where we are concerned about the kingdom of God which
ensures the satisfaction of the basic needs of all.

Bur today we are in a state of an addiction. An
addiction to acquire more and that has become the only
measure of our success in this world. In our gospel reading
for today, Jesus addresses this very crisis of today. We all are
in thar addictive rat race to possess mare, to earn more, to
own more, to rule more. Our unending desire for goods
and power has become the only sustaining force. Our worth
is measured by the car we drive, and the house we own. Our
being is enslaved in our desire to have more.

Kingdom of God is envisioned in the Bible as a great
feast. Many of us who have been to Kerala for marriage
feasts would have seen many impoverished people waiting
outside the marriage halls for the leftover from our feasts.
You will see this image across the world and even in this
country that is supposed to be rich and mighty. The
imagery of the feast in the Kingdom of God is that of no
one waiting ourside for the leftovers. Luke 17:21 makes it
clear that Kingdom of God among us. If we believe in these
words, then it becomes our responsibility to be coworkers
with God in the realization of that feast where no one waits
ourside for leftovers.

Righteousness and justice is the eternal yearning of the
Bible. According to Saint Paul it is not just the yearning of
God or human beings but of the entire creation. There are
more than 2000 verses in the Bible that deals with the
themes of righteousness, justice, poor, poverty and the least
among us. But we are skillful to slip away from those
commands and pursue issues that are peripheral to the
biblical message or that is never mentioned in it.

Today this addiction pushes us to seck a career that
would quench our thirst for more and more. It is the
market which decides what we should be studying and
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what should be our career. By doing this, we lose our
humanity and become just like any other commodity in
the market. Qur resumes are nothing but compertitive
commercials to sell ourselves. In this process we forget that
we belong to God who created us with a purpose. And we
create 2 God in our own image who could aid us in this
race to have more. We are no more interested in discerning
the purpose of God and designing our lives according to
thar purpose. Like the display items in the malls around us,
we all become commodities waiting to be hired or bought
by the highest bidder.

What is that we, as Christian youth can do to seek thy
cingdom and righteousness? The question is TO HAVE
OR TO BE. Rest assured that this was the very same
question Jesus had before Him during His temptations.
Hence our assurance in Jesus is that we too can overcome
these temptations by walking in His footsteps.

The first temptation was to use His power to turn the
stones into bread. That is exactly the temprtation before us
also. Whether to use our power, education, skills, talents
and all other resources to just make bread for us or to use
them for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God. Hence
the first thing we could do is to cease preparing ourselves
for careers and rather seek a vocation that would fulfill
God’s plan for ourselves and help us be part of His plan for
the larger world out there. A vocation that would give us an
opportunity to fulfill our own potentials and yet be part of
the larger plan God has for the entire creartion.

Today’s world is heavily dominated by the quest to
artain stardom and there are so many shortcuts for that.
The temptation or shortcut presented before Jesus was to
jump from the top of the tower and artain stardom. We are
also in the run to attain fame and popularity through easy
gimmicks. But that is not the way of the Kingdom of God.
Hence our orientation should be to seek the Kingdom
values and righteousness to make this world in the image of
Thy Kingdom.

The third temptation before Jesus and all of us is an
urge to rule the entire world. To rule the entire space
around us. We do it every day in our offices, our church
committees, offices and our homes. Talking about our
homes, the Kerala male is caught up in a peculiar situarion.
A situation where they cherish the pay checks our women
bring home, but cannot stand the independence and
assertiveness the cheeks bring along with it. The model of
Kingdom of God is that of Trinity. Father, Son and Holy
Spirit are three unique identities, but at the same time equal
among them. Hence seeking the Kingdom of God and
righteousness mandates us to translate this concept of
power in our families, churches, offices, schools and all the
spaces wherever we are placed.

This new awareness and assertiveness in our women are
seen as a crisis moment. Many people see it as an erosion of

some age old family values. And we call our women all
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abusive names possible. Burt for a discerning disciple, this is
a God given opportunity for us to transform our families in
the image of the Kingdom of God. All of us have heard of
the five women who were intelligent enough to secure
enough oil when the bridegroom arrived. I have a story of
another set of five women to assure my young sisters that
answering God’s
disobedience. These five women are—mother of Moses,
sister of Moses, the midwife, the princess, the maid of the

call may, many-a-times, involve

princess. All of them together save a human life that goes on
to become Moses, the liberator of Israel. All these women
who answered God’s call to reverence for life usher in
liberation. Hence the call before my sisters to be a little
disobedient and help us men to change ourselves. Let us
men and women walk with God and let us together
transform our families in the image of the Kingdom of God.

To sum up my points: we have an addiction to have
more and in that process we lose our humanity and become
commodities. The question is TO HAVE OR TO BE. The
discernment of the Word of God and the discernment of its
implications in the world around us brings discipleship. The
assurance we have to get over our addiction is that Jesus too
had these very same temprations and He overcame it. Hence
along with God we too can also get over our addiction.

Allan Paton, the celebrated South African author has
written many novels depicting the perils of apartheid. His
most popular book is “Cry my Beloved Country” which
deals with the perils of apartheid. He has written another
book by the ttle, “Yet my Country is Beauriful”. The
protagonist of this book is a black man who works as an
attendant in a school. His school principal is a white man
with most of the racial prejudices. One day the school
principal — the white man — falls into a difficult situation and
this black man rescues him from that big trouble. Afterwards
the principal, the white man asks the attendant, the black
man, 1 see you in front of all the black struggles for
independence and yet you rescued me, a white man from this
big trouble. How can you do both? The black man replied: I
rescued you because I knew that you were right in this case.
And my fight for justice for my black brethren is because
when I die and then go and stand before that Supreme Judge,
His first question will be “Where are your wounds?” If T tell
Him that I do not have any, then the next question will be
“was there nothing to fight for?” that is why I fight.

This is what the Supreme Judge is asking us also.
“Where are your wounds?”, “Was there nothing to fight
for?” “Bur strive first for the Kingdom of God and His
richteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.” =

Sarosh Koshy works with the International Affairs & Peace, and the Interfaith
Relations departments of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
USA, ar its headquarters in New York Ciry.
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Mexico Mission Trip 2006 (Cond from page 35)

to minister, but find ourselves renewed and strengthened by
God’s goodness through the friendships in our morning
devotionals, singing on the bus, and mostly by the growing
faith of the Mexican people. One islander relayed a story
about how her son became deathly ill and how he was

declared dead by doctors. God raised him up and healed

him. She witnessed all this as her 5-year-old son squirmed

by her side. In spite of all the barriers that separated us—
age, language and culture—the touch of God in her lite was
undeniable in her expression and her demeanor. She
radiated the joy of knowing the Lord, which proves once
again that God loves all his creation. Itis He who ultimarely
saves people. We just make qurselves available for the
journey and have hearts willing to carry a friend to Jesus. ®

OUR NEW ACHEN

REV. ALEX P. JOHN, St. Mathew’s MTC, Toronto and
Kingston MTC, Kingston, Ontario, Canada

e

Karuvatrta Mar Thoma Churc
& House Name: Munjanattu Puthuvanakulangara,
Karuvarta

Home Parish

Academic

Background:

B.A., Bhopal Univerlsir}r
B.D., U.T.C. Bangalore

Parishes served: Baroda Mar Thoma Church, Gujarat
Missionary-Mundgod Mission,
Karnataka; Mannamaruthy Bethel
(Assist:); St. Thomas MTC Karikattoor;
St. John’s Mar Thoma Church,

Vadasserikara

Kochammas Name Mrs. Geena Alex

& Home Parish: Pallipad Cheriyapally MTC

Children: Reuben J. Alex (Grade 4)

Joel M. Alex (Grade 3)
Parsonage Address 69 Nancy McCredie Drive
& Phone: Brampton, Ontario, L6X 2N4

CANADA

(905) 455-4717 (Home)

(647) 868-9327 (Mobile)
E-mail: revalexpjohn@yahoo.ca

JULY WINNERS. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WINNERS!!!

'i Bible Cross-Word Puzzle Winners (July 2006) |

Achamma Chacko, Trinity MTC, Houston
Alan George, Carmel MTC, Boston
Aleyamma Thomas, MTC, San Frandisco |
Annamma John, St. Luke MTC, FL

Baby George Thomas, Epiphany MTC, NY
Christo Mathew, MTC of Dallas, FB

Daniel Thomas, MTC, San Francisco

Flizabeth George, The Canadian MTC, Toronto "
Jane Susan Jacob, Carmel MTC, Boston
Jeevan & Pawan Mathew, Carmel MTC, Boston
Joann Johnson, St. John's MTC, NY

Jonathan Alex, Carmel MTC, Boston "
Justy John, St. James MTC, NY

Kevin Puduseril, Carmel MTC, Boston

Kochumol Reji Varughese, Immanuel MTC, Houston
Leya Mathew, Gonzales, LA i
Mariomma Mathew, Sparki, Nevada |
Mariomma Ninan, St. James MTC, NY

e e el el e m— e —
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19.  Nitin & Navin John, St. James MTC, NY FI
| 20, Omana Rajee, The MTC Staten Iskand, NY

?1.  Ponnamma Mathew, Philadelphia MTC, PA

22.  Ponnamma Ninan, MTC, Sun Francisco i
23.  Saramma Poikail, MTC of Greater Washington, DC F
94. Sheeba Abraham, Horeb MTC, Colorado
25. Sherly Varghese, St. James MTC, NY
26. Sherin E. Vaidion, St. Thomas MTC, NY |
| 27.  Shobi Mathew, Detroit MTC

' 78.  Sinu Linu Koshy, Salem MTC, NY

29. Susomma P. Abroham, Philadelphia MTC
30, Thomas & Susan Mathew, Trinity MTC, Houston |
31. Thomas T. & Mariamma, Trinity MTC, Houston

' 32. Valsamma Jose, St. James MTC, NY

33. Vishal, Carmel MTC, Boston

I— — —
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BIBLE CROSS WoRD PUZZLE
AS IN TODAY’S NIV
BOOK OF 1 SAMUEL: CHAPTERS 1-15

Mrs. Joel M. Zacharia (New York)

Down

9

o O WA

o

14.
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|
2
3
d. 13 é 7 8 s
10
11 12
13
14
15
16
Across
. Name the son of Abinadab who was consecrated to guard 4, The name , means “Because | asked the Lord for

the Ark of the Lord. him.”
S | anointed Saul b i flask of his head.

et B g i Pf_}unng = i R 7. Every year, when Hannah went to visit her son Samuel and
Samuel I’EIT.lELl'E{S, To obey is ber[a:f' than ‘sacnhcej and to offer the annual sacrifices she brought him

is better than the fat of rams.’
and Joel were the sons of Samuel. 10. means, = | hus far has the Lord helped us.”

Hophni and Phinehas were the sons of , the priest. - sasaiie: “depatedl ghong”.
When the old Eli heard the about the defear of Israel
and the capture of the Ark of God, he fell down and died. 13. Eli while rebuking his evil sons said, “If a man sins against
Saul, the son of Kish belonged to the tribe of another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins
Jonathan tasted by dipping it with the end of his against the Lord who will for him?”
staff and incurred the curse of his father. Vi o sl e e e AR S
The Israelites went to battle without a weapon because not
a single could be found in the entire land. 16. The Israelites demand for a displeased God.
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. King Saul appointed David to play the

31313 WORD SEARCH

AS IN TODAY'S NIV
BOOK OF 1 SAMUEL: CHAPTERS 16-31

Mrs. Joel M. Zacharia (New York)

L R A H H M D E L W
D E N A A E R R M H
E: ®% & L M E B B @ H
B T I I T H B K H W
M R W E I W H I N R
N G A K C T W N I ik
O D S R A O N § T I
M H D I M C€C N A S I
M N L A I O A N H I
C O N I T L I E B E
G R O A 3§ B T @ T E
ST I I D A P DI E 1
A B R N L A ¥ A G H
E E D A A L G H N K
A P N [ H N E W N A
D H T ¥ E 8 H B E Ik

. In Bethlehem, the Lord appeared t;} Samuel and remarked,

even though man looks at one’s outward appearance, the
Lord looks at our '

so that

he would feel better and the evil spirits would leave him.

. David killed this Philistine by simply using a sling and stone.

in marriage to David.

Saul gave his daughter

. Jonathan warned David abour his father, Saul’s intentions

to kill him by shooting that was to be fetched

by a boy.

David deceived

food and weapons.

the priest into giving him

In order to escape from King Achish, David pretended to
be

- ®

& > O B o 2 - T o

- 0 R Z

> % m o 0" > m 0 0O Z

i s T A

=

10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

i &6 % L CB.9 B T & I
H H T A A O S L G H
O H R I D E.Y W P O
A R O I A W L N R Y,
O K L I A G I B A T
L H H L A G H E O O
I S H D A H O A D N
B I M E L E C H C M
P HE @G B N ¥ & T R N
T P M A Y D E A L 1
M O R A M I A S W B
O N N A T O N A D A
c M I C H A L A K E
E N E C C M I H D R
E E M A M A_.P M I T
& N T D D R D L M

In his rage, Saul ordered the killing of 85 men who wore

the

The city, surrounded by gates and bars, was saved by David
from the hands of Saul.

David rebuked his men from attacking Saul and spared his
life because he is the Lord’s

was a beauriful, intelligent women, who

saved her household by using good judgment.

who acted as a medium to con-

Saul approached a

jure the spirit of Samuel.

David and his men fed an who led them to the

Philistines.

The wounded Saul, took his own life, by falling on his

Please mail your answers to:
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Mrs. Joel M. Zacharia, 28 Graves Street, Staten Island, NY 10314
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Welcome to Atlanta’

If you are planning to move to Atlanta, please call me
for your relocation assistance with:

B Residential
B Commercial
B Business Investments

B Mortgage
W AMNES
National Atlantic
Resources, Siu!es
Inc. Capital
A full service BI'O'(EI'S, LLC
Real Estate Company e —

Broker #19096

Now hiring Loan
Officers

Full/Part time
Training available

Real Estate
Agents are welcome

Full commission
program with
low transaction fee

3 'IJ*
i it s '_"l.}..

Thomas Varughese
Broker

i Please call for details:
Office: 678-344-2084 Fax: 678-344-2085 Residence: 770-736-5216
Cell: 678-557-3029 email: thomasfly6@aol.com
1988 B Dogwood Road ® Snellville, Georgia 30078

Thank you for lbaving “Georgia on your mind...”

) (=]
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DIOCESAN/PARISH NEWS

ST. JAMES MAR THOMA CHURCH, ROCKLAND, NEW YORK

e -y
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PARISH RETREAT: A Family retreat was held from
August 4th to 6th at the Montrose Bible conference center
in Montrose, Pennsylvania. The program was blessing to all
who attended. The theme of the conference was “Set your

M::z_}'ar afmf Clergy at the hzrfr_'ﬁurﬁ Tfmﬂhwymg Sf*m:ff

minds on things above”. The main leaders for the retreat
were Rev. Joseph Oommen, (Diocesan Secretary) and Rev.
K. George. Mr. Abraham C. Thomas from Chicago led the
sessions for the youths and Mr. Benny Joseph from
Scripture Union led the session for children. A Holy
Communion service was held on the final day for the
conference delegates.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

St. James Mar Thoma Church of Rockland hosted the 27th
Annual Hillburn Interfaith Thanksgiving Service,
organized by the town of Hillburn on November 21st,
2006. Clergy from the different churches in Hillburn
village and neighboring towns attended the Meeting. The
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clergy led in prayer and spoke from the scriptures on
Thanksgiving. Village Mayor Hon. Brian L. Miele made
the Thanksgiving message. A community choir was
organized for the event. Members from St. James Parish
pELl‘I:lClpthd in the community choir. An offertory was
collected for the Hillburn Village Housing Development
Fund. Refreshments were arranged for all, which was
contributed by the participating churches.

EPISCOPAL VISIT AND FIRST COMMUNION

Rt. Rev. Dr. Euyakim Mar Coorilos Episcopa visited the
parish and met with all organizations for separate session
and celebrated Holy Communion Service. Also he attended
the church annual picnic held at Lake Welch, NY. During
the service 6 of our youngsters took part in the First Holy
Communion Service.

Rev. K. George, Vicar

First communicants with Coorilos Thirumeni and Rev. K. George
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ATLANTA MAR THOMA CHURCH, ATLANTA, GEORGIA

| ‘J!IFP"” _.' L .
1 ik

“vorilos Thirumeni and Abvaham P Varkey Achen with First Communicants.

VISIT BY NATIVE AMERICANS TO ATLANTA MTC:
As children we always anticipated visits from our relatives.
On Saturday, November 12, 2006, I felt like a kid waiting
‘or my relatives to come home. I kept looking out my

.- ¥ rIL HH_ ’r r“ |||I . I .

Jency & ﬁ?&q}! Thomas with N.’IH.!JE Amwmm Cﬁz&fmﬂ

window fro the fifteen-passenger van my family will be
arriving in. Finally, around 11:30 AM 9 little kids jumped
out of the car and ran towards me. They hugged everyone
on site. By the look on my parents face, I could tell they were
not prepared for the hugs from rtotal strangers. My parents
have only heard about my little sisters and brothers in
Alabama, but now they finally got a chance to meet them.

A total of 12 people came from Alabama; 9 kids and 3
adults. They came into my house without any formalities
and treated like their. own home. After lunch we decided to
rake a trip to the nearby mall. They all enjoyed the trip to
the mall. Dinner was at Daisy Thomas’s house, who was our
adult volunteer for VBS. We talked about our lives and how
God has done great things in each one of our lives. June
Weaver, the children’s ministry coordinator from Aldersgate
church and Pebbles Frazier, one of the older teens, shared
about the impact Mar Thoma Church has had in their lives.
Mrs. Weaver shared about Christ working through her to
enhance children and youth ministry in her church, and
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thanked for the Marthomites who kept active contacts with
her through out the last four years. At the end of this report
I am attaching a copy of the few words that Pebbles used to
thank the Mar Thoma members who have helped to change
her life. Brother Rick, the former pastor of Aldersgate
shared about the mission God has called him to do in
Kenya and gave the sermon on God’s love.

On Sunday November 13th, the team from Alabama
visited Atlanta MTC and participated in our worship
Rev. Abraham P

service and communion. QOur Vicar,

Varkey welcomed the group to our church.

God has provided the great opportunity for me to work
with these children in Alabama fro the last 3 years. Ar first it
was just a mission trip, but now it is gﬂiﬂg back to visit my

g il L
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fl Sffm from Fellowship Hrffi

family, Their love truly shows me a glimpse of God’s
unconditional love fro me. The Alabama families are thrilled
about what the Mar Thoma Church and its members who
participated in the VBS programs has done for them.

Jency Thomas, Atlanta

Letter from Pebbles Frazier

Dear Mar Thoma Church,

| am not much of a public speakers you can fell. Since | couldn't
give you a good testimony | decided to write you this letter.

These people from your church are so amazing! | can hardly
express the way | feel for them. They are so special and | don't
they even realize the impact that they have on our lives. They are
our family and we love them with every bit of our hearts and
souls. God shows in everything they dol! | just wanted you all to
know what they mean to us. | do not know what you all are
doing, but keep it up, because you all are producing some
wonderful Christians! Thank you for sending them to us! | don't
know what kind of life | would be living without the influence of
all these wonderful people. | thank you so much.

With, thanks and respect!
Pebbles Frazier, Aldersgate United Methodist Church

Mar Thoma Messenger



THE MAR THOMA CHURCH OF DALLAS, FARMERS BRANCH
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First Communicants with Coorilos Thirument.
CELEBRATION OF FAMILY OF FAMILIES focusing on the Biblical families. Rev. Anil George led the
MTC Dallas, Farmers Branch conducred an in depth study ‘ classes on the theme in the adult Bible study on every
DF thE tl’lEtI'ﬂE‘ Faﬂul}r Df Pamllles durmg l'_hE year. ZU{JG Sundav mmﬂmg before Holy Communion service. The
LT , — T il theme was also dealt in the Wednesday
Bible study -conducted for the
| members of the Parish Mission. The
it theme was the main focus for this
N | years family retreat also. The theme
helped the parishioners to identify
themselves with the Biblical families
and to meet the challenges of this
multi-cultural society on a Biblical
basis.

i

Rev. Anil George, Vicar

Adult and Youth Choir with Rev. Anil George.
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SALEM MAR THOMA CHURCH, LONG ISLAND, NY

BUILDING FUND INAUGURATION: The fund-
raising for our new parish Salem MTC, Long Island was
officially inaugurated on November 26, 2000 by our
beloved Diocesan Bishop His Grace Rr. Rev. Dr.
Euyakim Mar Coorilos. Mr. Thomas Chandy, Kuttanadu
M.L.A.: and member to the Sabha Council, received the
first raffle coupon.

The meeting started with inspirational music by our
choir and a prayer by Mr. K. A. Chacko (lay leader). Vicar
Rev. Joby Varghese presided over the meeting. Thirumeni
further issued coupons to the parish members. Mr. Thomas

......
Ly

| ai i T
Chandy M.L.A. offered felicitations. Ms. Shana Flizabeth

Mathew sang a beautiful song.

Raffle coordinaror and the vice president of the parish
Mr. Abraham Chacko Thadathel welcomed the attendees of
this meeting. Building Committec and Raffle Committee
Convener Mr. Mathew Chiramannil did the vote of thanks.
The meeting was organized by Mr. Varghese Gorge (parish
secretary) with the support of Mr. Jacob Abraham (raffle
coordinator), Mr. John Thomas (trustee), and Mr.
Georgekurry Varghese (accountant).

Rev. Joby Varghese, Vicar

TABOR MAR THOMA CHURCH, STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK

FIRST PARISH DAY CELEBRATIONS: Tabor Mar
Thoma Church celebrated its First parish day on November
5, 2006. This church was formed on November 1, 2005. It

|||||||
|||||

was officially inaugurated on November 6, 2005, by the first

vicar and the then Diocesan Secretary Rev. Dr. K .A.
Abraham. Formerly, this Church was part of the Staten
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Island Mar Thoma Church. The need for a second church
arose and a prayer group under the banner of “Immanuel
Prayer Group of Staten Island” was formed. Mr. Thomas
Martapallil served as its president. Later, the prayer group
became a parish. Mr. John K. Thomas was vice president,
Mr. Oommen Abraham was secretary, Mr. Abraham
Thomas was joint-secretary, and Mr. Varghese V. Thomas,
and Mr. Idiculla Mathew were trustees. In a very short span
of time, this parish formed all its organizations such as the
Sunday School, Youth Fellowship, Yuvajana Sakhyam,
Sevika Sanghom, and the Choir. Regular prayer meetings are
also conducted under the leadership of the Edavaka Mission.

Rev. Joseph Oommen, the diocesan secretary was the
chief guest. The Holy Communion was celebrated by Rev.
Joseph Oommen and the Vicar Rev. Jobi Varghese. The
present parish Secretary Dr. John K. Thomas gave the
welcome speech. In the presidential address, the Vicar
called upon the congregation to follow the model of the
Early Church, which came together for prayer, fellowship,
teaching, and to partake in the Holy Communion.

The Borough President of Staten Island, Mr. Jim

Molinaro, issued a Proclamation declaring November 5,

Mar Thoma Messenger



2006, as “Tabor Mar Thoma Day.” This was read out by
Mr. B. K John, the Assembly Member. Fr. George
Donnoony, Judge of the Metropolitan Tribunal of the Arch
Diocese of New York, was the special guest invitee for the
sublic function. He pointed out the greatest command of
lesus was Love, which is the quality we should uphold in
our parish.

Rev. Joseph Oommen, Rev. Manoj M. Zachariah, and
M. Jijo Rajan gave felicitations at the public meeting. Very
Rev. Fr. Paulos Adai Corepiscopa, the vicar of St.Mary’s

Malankara Orthodox Church, West Sayville, Rev. Johnson
C. Jacob, Rev, Mathew K. Jackson, Rev. Jojan Mathews
John, Rev. Varghese John, Rev. Biju S. Cherian, and
members of the Salem MTC, NY, sent greeting messages.
Parish day greeting of the Diocesan Episcopa Rt. Rev.
Dr. Euyakim Mar Coorilos was read by the diocesan
secretary. The Vice-President of the parish Mr. Thomas
Mattapallil gave the Vote of Thanks to all who attended.

- Rev. Jobi Varghese, Vicar

OBITUARIES

Mr. K.O. Kochummen (Joy)
was born on June 27, 1936
in Kozhencherry, India. He
was the youngest of five
children, and enjoyed a
warm family life with his
siblings and parents. He
graduated from Kozhencherry
High School and then went
on to St. Thomas College in
Kozhencherry. He was incred-
ibly proud of both these
schools, and enjoyed much
camaraderie with friends

K. 0. KOCHUMMEN
1936 - 2006

there. He grew to be an
active member of the Kozhencherry Mar Thoma Church
Valia Palli), and enjoyed all aspects of parish life within
various organizations.

After getting married in 1973, he immigrated to
Canada and settled in Toronto, where he and his wife raised
their daughter Elizabeth. His interest in improving life for
the Malayalee community where he lived inspired him to
start the first Malayalam newspaper in Canada, “Kerala
Prabha”. He enjoyed many different career opportunities
over his 30 years in Toronto, and ultimately made a career
for himself in the finance industry.

As a member of the Canadian Mar Thoma Church,
Toronto, he had the wonderful opportunity to watch the
" parish grow from its humble beginnings in Toronto to a
blooming and thriving parish in Markham. He was active
with many different committees and parish programs over
the years, e.g. choir, Sunday School, the Executive
committee, and Area reprgsentation. He was also elected as
the first Mandalam representative from Canada, serving for
two terms (6 years).

He was a man who firmly believed in his principles,
and maintained a cheery disposition while trying to make
the best out of each situation. His family is grateful to God
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for the chance to enjoy his love for so many years. The
Funeral Service was held on November 3, 2006 at the
Canadian Mar Thoma Church Toronto, and was attended
by many friends and family from far and near
Kochummen is survived by his wife Chinnamma, daughter
Elizabeth and son-in-law Baiju.

GEORGE VARGHESE KODIYATTU (Raju) of Trinity
Mar Thoma Church, Houston was born on November 22,
1955 to Mr. K. T. George and Mrs. Aleyamma George in
Kumplampoika, Kerala. He is survived by his wife Lilly
Varghese, his son Joe Varghese and daughter Jincy Varghese.
Before coming to Houston in 1998, he served in the Delhi
police for 20 years. In the summer. of 2003, Raju was
diagnosed with Progressive Muscular Atrophy: Thmughuut the
following three years he
maintained a courageous
spirit which reflected his
faich in God.

On January 17, 2007 he
peacefully passed away in
his sleep surrounded by his
family and loved ones.
Reflecting back on his life,
we are taught to never give
up when faced with an
obstacle. Instead, we should
trust God’s will and faith-
fully conquer each challenge
of life with confidence,
courage and smile.

Memorial Service was held on Friday, January 19, 2007
at Trinity Mar Thoma Church, Houston and the Funeral
service was held on Saturday, January 20, 2007 at
Southpark Funeral Home in Pearland, Texas.

Messenger expresses its deep sympathies and heartfelt
condolences ‘to the bereaved families and prays that God
may keep them in His providence.

GEORGE VARGHESE K.
1955 - 2006
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Marthomite parents are inviting proposals for their US born daughter, 22 years old, 5' 7", compas-
sionate beautiful, slim, family oriented and well educated (BSc). We are seezing a God-fearing, family
oriented, well educated and employed (Min. BSc) young man who is committed to Christian way of
living. (Marthomites/CSl preferred). Interested parents please respond with a returnable passport-size
photo of their son to: Box: ABMAOT1, Mar Thoma Messenger, Sinai Mar Thoma Center, 2320 S. Merrick
Avenue, Merrik, NY 11566.

Marthomite parents settled in USA invite proposals for their daughter who is finishing her residency next
year (MD), 33 years 5' 5" medium complexion, from parents of similarly qualified boys. Please reply
with a recent photograph and a brief bio-data to: achieveth@yahoo.com

Marthomite parents invite proposals for their son: US citizen, God fearing, brought up and educated in
US, practicing RN in Texas, age 30, height 5' 7". We are seeking for a God fearing girl who is US
educated with good moral and spiritual values as well as good fﬂmi?y background. Please e-mail details
with photo to: mastersworks@gmail.com or call (832) 277-6849.

Mar Thoma parents invite marriage proposals for their 32 year old daughter who is a highly educatea
medical professional in her final year {}thining. She is born and raised in the United States. She is a
fun loving, attractive and intelligent woman who is a committed Christian and is devoted to family. We
invite proposals from compatible individuals who have obtained their professional degrees and are
employed gainfully. We are seeking a man who is devoted to Christ and family, and also residing in
the U.S.A. or Canada. They should be considerate, compassionate, and loving. If interested please
respond with a photograph fo: bgvtenn@yahoo.com

Marthomite parents invite proposal for 28 year old son born and raised in USA 5' 10", MD doing
residency; from parents of family oriented christian girls below 25 with compatible back ground.
Interested parties please respond with bio-data and recent photograph to: arunthomas@aol.com

Marthomite parents setiled in USA invite proposal for their daughter 26 years old 5' 4" fair and
beautiful,God fearing ,family oriented have masters in physiotherapy currently working.We are looking
for God fearing prﬂfessimnuﬁy qualified boys working in USA.If interested please respond with bio data
and recent photograph via e mail at: abe32007@hotmail.com

Uncle invites proposals for 27 year old niece, Christian, CSl, fair complexion with good moral, spiritual,
high family values and US citizen. She has Bachelors Degree in Nursing, and now finishing medical
degree, graduating in May 2007. We are seeking responses from Marthomites/CSI professionally
qualified boys (Doctors, Engineers, etc.) If interested contact us with details and a recent picture.
Email to: houston_3712@sbcglobal.net.
T |
Marthomite parents invites marriage proposals, from parents/boys of Marthomite /CSl, professionally
qualified for their twin daughters, 24 years old, US citizens, studied up to 9th in Mar thoma Residential
TVIA and further education in US. One of the twins is currently working as Industrial Engineer,
Graduated in Industrial Engineering, The other will graduate in may 2007 in Nursing.
Contact: koshyab@gmail.com
[ _ e e )
Uncle invites marriage proposal for niece, 29 years old 5' 3", born and raised in USA. She is slim, fair,
and God fearing. She is a degree holder and is currently working with a prestigious corporation.
Seeking responses from professionally qualified degree hméers with good job. Must be God fearing
and have good family values and background.
Please send all correspondence to: mullachi?@yahoo.com
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HE 25TH MAR THORMA FARMILY CONFERENCE

DIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE
FROM

5TH TO 8TH JULY 2007

EOST: THE CAHMADIAN MAR THCHMA CHUECH TORCKTO
THEME: MINISTERS OF RECONCILIATION 2 COR. 5:18

KB Y B MATHEWSE REV DR ARLKA Al EYANDER

LEADERS

VENUE: HILTOM SUITES
TORONTOMARKHAM
CONFERENCE CENIRE & SPA

website

www: marthomaconference2007.ca

FEE SCHEDULE

.REGISTRATION FEE: upto May 15th 2007 US560.00
Upto June 15th 2007 Us$75.00
CONFERENCE FEE
Children under 5 yrs FREE |
Chidren 5-11 yrs USS180.00 per child
Children 12-18 yrs US$250.00 per person
Parenis with children(5 yrs & above] US$285.00 per person
Couple USS$325.00 per person
Single Occupancy US$475.00

The first 200 registration received before May 15th 2007 will be eligible for a lucky draw. The
Prize: Full conference fee for fwo.

SOUVENIR ADVERTISING RATES

BACK COVER US$4,700.00
FRONT COVER INSIDE Us$3,250.00
BACK COVER INSIDE US$2,800.00
LAST PAGE FACING INSIDE BACK COVER US$2,000.00
COLOUR BLACK/WHITE
FULL PAGE UsSs$700.00 Uss$375.00
HALF PAGE Us$375.00 Us$230.00
QUARTER PAGE Us$230.00 US$150.00
SILVER JUBILEE PROGRAM
Those who have affended 20 or more conferences will be honoured. For more information, contact
your Vicar.
Contacts
Rev Mathew M Thomas [President) [(905) 472 4191
Dr V K Pothen [Vice President] (05) 470 2885
Thomas T V Mathews [Secrefary) (205) 471 3475
Pappachen Abraham [Treasurer) [905) 303 4689
Varughese J Olippafthu [Accounfant) (416) 298 7092
Cherian Abraham [Convener-Registeration/Reception) (905) 237 D680
Samuel Pappy [Convener-Silver Jubilee Programs) (905) 472 0610
Cherian Edichandy [Convener-Souvenir/Publicity] (P05} 841 6125
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It is argued that modern man’s obsession with materialism and relativism
is separating him from his creator as well as the realms of reality. Our
present day religions and denominations include religious symbols,
traditions, rituals, and institutional forms. The core of tradition may not
change while the peripheral aspects may undergo modifications. One of
the Episcopal Church publications stated, “Christianity in the present is
ot one monolithic tradition but many variations of tradition living

under the same name”. The histories of a number of Christian
missionaries reveal that they .rrived with the Bible and a strong will to

provide longstanding and vital enhancements to the community. They
established schools, hospirals and worship centers, which provided much
needed language skills and writing skills, medical help, and spiritual nurturing. Right from St.
Thomas to Vasco Da Gama, St. Xavier, Robert de Noble, and many others, the light of life was
propagated to many through generations. However, today Christianity, more than any other religion,
faces challenges from misconceptions, racism, ethnic clashes, ethical arguments, favoritism,
materialism, and many such modern social evils. Part of the problem appears to be that we have
learned how to sell Bibles but not how to teach whart's in the Bible.

Today, churches, many church leaders, evangelists, and churchgoers have shifted their focus from
Christ to a theology of prosperity and wealthy life. One of my frustrations in dealing with spirituality
and religion has been trying to inderstand the overwhelming number of variations and practices
among the believers of the same book, the Bible. In fact, this is more confusing to the non-Christians
and the atheists that they question the very existence of a true God and also the relevance of
Christianity. The Bible says that we have “the mind of Christ”, (1 Corinthians 2:16). The Greek word
for mind, “nous,” means intellect, or the thoughts, feelings, and will. So Christians have access to the
thoughts, feelings, and will of God, through His Holy Spirit that is in us (Seek God Ministries, 1998).
Still, we tend not to use our mind to practice Christianity, but to propagate Christianity. We ought
‘o shift our focus in order to comply with the need of times. Let the Triune God shine forth through

our actions rather than words!

The Messenger managing committee is secking more subscribers to this magazine. I hope every
Marthomite home in this Diocese subscribes to this publication. Being the only official publication
of the Diocese of North America & Europe for the past 25 years, the magazine has gone through
various changes, and I am very hankful to all who have supported its growth. I now request our
youngsters to take an active interest in this publication and help to improve its readership and
subscription. The April issue will focus on Youths and Sunday school, which will give a chance for
our youths and children to participate.

Eapen Daniel
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FRANK BENUCHI SHOES
ERIC SHOES

EXCLUSIVE AGENT FOR U.S.A.

Free Shipping anywhere in the USA

Varkey Abraham & Family
Erick Shoes-Inc. Abraham & Son Inc.

216-11 Jamaica Avenue

Queens Village, New York Shoe Tech U.S.A. Inc.
Tel. 718-465-2860 A&S Properties Inc.

Website: www.ericshoes.com
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