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Message From The Diocesan Bishop

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Easter has brought to us and the humanity a new hope of resurrection and opened
up innumerable possibilities. In a world of fights and lights, bloodshed and hunger,
everything looks dim, dark and disappointing. Christ coming out ot the grave points
towards the end of darkness and the beginning of a new life, the life eternal. The
modern world is badly in need of the vision, mission and power of the resurrected

Christ.

Fthnic wars, genocide, and religious conflicts all generate numerous problems for
the world's community. The landless, homeless, jobless, and refugees become a
threat to the peace and prosperity of the neighboring countries. Any murder calls tor
revenge by persons or communities who become objects of vioclence. Violence can
never bring peace but only multiply violence. Negotiations, dialogues, and seli-examination are better tools
of peace than the weapons of wars. Modern man must learn the hard truth of creating, sustaining and
promoting peace in the local as well as in the wider context. Ihere is no winner or loser in the modern wars.
All are the losers monetarily, militarily, geographically and ethically. We need to rethink whether we should
work for peace.

The new Diocesan Assembly is meeting during the last week of April on Long Island. Now we have about
100 assembly members and 16 council members. The Diocesan structure has become strong and moving.
We need to move further in ecumenical, evangelical and educating aspect of faith and its expressions. We
have vet to get involved in the life of the community in which we are living. In our well-secured homes, we
do not think about the insecure human beings around us. We have to financially support the strengthening
of the weak and poor around us. '

Rev. Oommen Philip, who has been the Diocesan/Bishop's secretary for the past two years, is leaving the
Diocese to take the Vicarship at Bethel Mar Thoma parish in New Delhi. We owe him and his family much
for his hard and useful service. Let us remember them in our prayers. Rev. K. Y. Jacob, the present vicar ot
the Chicago Mar Thoma Church, will be the new Diocesan/Bishop's secretary ettective May 1, 1999. I hope
and believe that his tenure will be a blessed time for the Diocese. A few clergy have been transterred to
parishes in India, while a few clergy will be joining the parishes in this Diocese. Let us pray that the ministry
of all our Achens be a blessed service to the Lord and His people wherever they are posted.

It is the undeserved gift of blessings from God that we receive and enjoy abundantly. But for the divine grace,
none of us would have been in our present place or position. All of us as persons, families and Diocese need
to thank God always for the amazing grace. John Newton, who wrote the popular hymn "The Amazing
Grace” has written, “I am, in myself, incapable of standing a single hour without continual fresh supplies ot
strength and grace from the fountain-head.”

[.et me conclude with these lines from John Newton:

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found, was bind but now I see.

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures;

He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Thru many dangers, toils and snares, [ have already come;

Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

With prayers and blessings
Yours in Christ's Service,

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus
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Ecumenism

From the Visible Church to the Invisible Ekklesia: From Diatribe to Dialogue
Dr. P. M. Mammen

The De Facto Pluralism: The Diatribe

The Protestants say to the Catholics, “Have
you taken seriously the Free Gift of the Cross
of Christ? The gravity of sin? The
uniqueness of the Mediator, Jesus Christ?”
The Catholics, in reply, would ask, “Have
you taken seriously the real unity (the
catholicity) of the Church? The continuity
and the apostolicity of the ministry? The
Mystical Body which makes us members of
the Body, and the Communion of Saints
which authorizes the community of prayer and
veneration?” In the midst of this philosophic
conundrum, lies the central theme of Christian
Faith which expounds a sense of crucifixion, a sense
of agonizing annihilation, a sense of utter
nothingness of empirical existence.

One of the main characteristics of Christian Church
has been its culture of pluralism as well as its predisposition
to fragmentation. It has always been confronted with open-
ended diversity without any countervailing ecclesial
function of unity. Disunity of christians split the East -West
axis of Christendom, shattering the sacramental
communion between the Orient and the Occident. The
Reform movements of the sixteenth century shattered the
vertical axis, separating the Mediterranean peoples from the
Germanic and Nordic nations. The “symbolic” or “creedal”
theology of Zwingli in Zurich, Calvin in France and
Geneva, Bucer in Alsace, Knox in Scotland, Lightfoot of
Anglican Church, Luther in Saxony and Germany who

declared, “The just shall live by faith,” and the like

promoted profound changes in the minds of the people. It
divided the Christians of the world into Catholics and non-
Catholics, the latter consisting of Protestants, Orthodox
and Anglicans. (The words, “creed,” and “creedal” come
from the Latin word “credo,” which means “I believe”.)

Toward a Movement for Ecumenism:
at Institutional Level

This de facto pluralism of the visible churches would tend
to devalue the goal and purpose of the institutional unity of
and in the church(es). The consciousness of this reality
began to dawn upon the minds of the people during the
First World War. By the end of the War, Lenin’s Bolsheviks
were firmly entrenched in power to cast their shadow on
the Russian Orthodox Church. As a result, a new mind-set
was born to create a movement for substantive “ecumenism”
among the churches. (The word, “ecumenical,” was used in
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. classical Greek to mean that which pertains to
the “ oikumene,” which means anything
" dealing with the entire world, or the

| inhabited earth.)
In 1920-21, the first Ecumenical

meetings were held. The seminal gestation of
ecumenism occurred in the womb of
Protestantism in the nineteenth century. The
colonial penetration of Protestant churches in
Asia, Africa and South Seas, as well as the
founding of the Student Christian
Movement, made it possible for the Protestant churches to
come together for an initial dialogue at the Edinburgh
Conference in 1910. The chief participants were from
Lutheranism, Methodism, Congregationalism and
Episcopalianism whose deliberations centered around Faith
and Order. A parallel movement began to develop to work
with what came to be called Life and Work of ecumenism.
In 1937, the conference on Faith and Order met at
Edinburgh, and another conference on Life and Work met
at Oxford. In the following year, the two merged to form
the World Council of Churches (WCC). But the first

meeting of the WCC could meet only ten years later, in
1948 (that is, after the World War) at Amsterdam.

Catholic Church and the Ecumenical
Movement: Keyhole Diplomacy

Until Vatican II, the “Ecumenism of Return” was the
official position of the Roman Catholic Church, and it
emphasized the role of the “ Eternal Pastor,” while the
WCC searched for evolutionary themes. Pope Pius XI, in
his encyclical of 1928, said that God is the author of every
article of faith. Pope Pius XII, likewise, declared the
Church of Jesus as coterminous with the Roman Catholic
Church. The implied concept of the “Ecumenism of
Return” paid little attention to the legitimate differences
among Christians regarding doctrinal questions about
sacraments, priesthood, ecclesiastical organizations,
Trinity, Eucharist, christology, the role of women in the
Church and Society, etc.

In the ecumenical euphoria of the sixties, Pope John
XXIII brought ecumenism into the central stage. He called
the Second Vatican Council. This Council signaled the
formal entry of Rome into the Ecumenical Movement.
Pope John did not live long enough to see the fruit of his
labor. Pope Paul VI continued with a Pro-Ecumenic
posture. His visit to the WCC in Geneva in 1969, opened
up a new age of “keyhole diplomacy” which invited all
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Catholics to participate in ecumenical work according to
their abilities: thus calling for a mobilization of the Church
in the work of Christian unity.

The Second Vatican gave three important statements
about its commitment to the world of Visible Church that
is fragmented and the world of Invisible Ekklesia that is in
the making:

About the Constitution on the Church, it is said: “This
Church (meaning: the visible Catholic Church),
constituted and organized in the world as a society (by Jesus
Christ), subsists in the Catholic Church (the Invisible
Catholic Church or the Body of Christ)....although many
=lements of Sanctification and of Truth may be found
outside of its Visible structure which as gifts belong to the
Church of Christ (The Invisible Catholic Church) as forces
:mpelling toward Catholic Unity.” [Words in parentheses are
the authors. |

The Second Vatican Decree on Ecumenism reads: “For
the spirit of Church has not refrained from using them

meaning: other churches) as means of salvation which
derive their efficacy from the very fullness of Grace and
Truth entrusted to the Catholic Church. [Words in
parenthesis are the authors.] The Declaration on the relation
of the Catholic Church to non-Christian religions says:
“The Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and holy
in these religions.” Pope John Paul I said that the study on
“Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry” and other reports could
be described as the “charters” for closer cooperation and
sharing between and among local churches.

These statements are an exercise in abstract pundltry
On the surface, they do mean an age of hopes for a better
“tomorrow” which may not dawn without a radical
departure from the present status quo of institutional
conservatism of the Church.

The WCC

Meanwhile, the dialogue continued in the evolution of
themes in the various conferences of the WCC. In 1948, at
Amsterdam the great theme for the post- War era was
“Man’s Disorder and God’s Plan.” It was a Plan that was
ordained to deal with the crisis of Disorder. In 1954, at
Evanston the theme was “Jesus Christ, the Hope of the
World.” In 1961, at New Delhi the theme was “Jesus
Christ, the Light of the World.” The three conferences
depicted two polar visions: Jesus Christ being one pole with
a Plan, Hope and Light for the World Being the second pole
of Disorder, Hopelessness and Darkness. The founding
Amsterdam assembly proclaimed, “Christ has made us His
own, and He is not divided. In seeking Him, we find one
another.” Using the phrase, “All in Each Place,” the New
Delhi assembly concretized the vision of a New World.

The Uppsala assembly (1968) said that Unity did not
imply Uniformity and developed the conception of

Catholicity as diverse, inclusive and prefiguring the unity of
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mankind. In 1975, the Nairobi assembly called the New

Delhi vision “conciliar fellowship.” The Vancouver
assembly (1983) dealt with the text, Baptism, Eucharist and
Ministry, and highlighted the Eucharistic nature of the
“fellowship.” Canberra assembly (1991) rturned to
koinonia. It used the four distinct marks of the Church—
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic—to signity the “church
in its fullness.” However, it should be recognized that the
ideal of “fullness” has to confront with the Christian
experience of God in Christ growing through, or in spite of;
its dialectical tension between the polar entities: such as
between action and inaction, word and silence, control of
nature and harmony with nature, self-affirmation and self-
negation, engagement and withdrawal, love and
knowledge, and agape and gnosis.The WCC has not yet
developed a genuinely universal council to represent all
Christians and churches. There is a crisis, which, it is
believed, will be the major topic of the Eighth Assembly at
Harare under the theme: “Turn to God, Rejoice in Hope.”

New Paradigm

The Ecumenism of the post-War period faced new socio-
economic challenges. The problem of poverty, the haves
and have-nots, injustice, violence, militarism, exploitation
of the weak, wars of proxy, the massive misuse of the
resources of the human-kind, and the like became subjects
of open debates. The Struggles of the weak and the
exploited became the dominos of the third world politics.
The ecumenical movement was spiritually bound to reflect
upon and respond to these early challenges and craft
strategies for theologically defined responses. The
development of the New World Order had to be one of
shared values of spiritualism, based on justice and human
solidarity—not to be conceived as an end in itself but as a
means to announce the Kingdom of God on earth.

No Kingdom of God would develop and exist without
solving the problem of the role of women in church-lite and
in the larger context of the society. The problem of
“women” is the problem of the male-dominated human
race. The mystery of fertility was symbolized in the image
of the Great Goddess and human beings dwelling in the
womb of Mother Earth. Women constitute half of the
world’s population. They provide about two-thirds of the
labor hours, but they receive one-tenth of the world’s
income and possess less than one-hundredth of the world’s
property. In church-life, they are relegated to an inferior
status of “untouchables.” (It took a Mahatma from India to
elevate the status of all such human beings to that of “the
people of Hari, the God.” He called them Harijans.) Will
there be an ecumenical movement leading us to the
Kingdom of God without liberating women from the
Womb of Social Slavery and transforming them into the
image of God?
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It is in this context of a larger all-pervasive panoply of

the earth and the earthly that one has to deal with the
spiritual perspectives of the ecumenism of Christian
churches. This cannot be comprehensively addressed
without reference to the spiritual, cultural and intellectual
heritage of not only the Bible-Torah based values of the
Judeo-Christian traditions but also of those of the
“Extended Spiritual Communities.”
anchored in the pits of consciousness of inveterate men and
women are the beholden rocks of ecumenical movement.
These attitudes have to be cultivated among those who
share spiritual values. No stones can be left unturned in the
universal search for such spiritual communities. The
mission 1s to seek and save what was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

Religious attitudes

One should not stare at the forest and lose sight of the
trees and the tiny shrubs. The following is a list of priorities,
which cannot be ignored without risking the very
justification for the existence of an ecumenical movement:

— Mutual recognition of each other’s baptism

— Regular exchange of pulpits, catechists, and
lay-leaders

— Investigation of the conditions required for a
common eucharist

— Participation in the services of other churches

— Common use of churches, setting up common
churches

— Regulation and recognition of mixed marriages

— Education and baptism of children of mixed
marriages to be left to the conscience of parents

— Fostering of common Biblical studies
— Ecumenical cooperation in public life

Expanding Ecumenical Map: Toward
Experiential Ecumenism

The Ecumenical movement has been growing out of the
participation of a large number of Christian churches ever
since it came into existence. The Ecumenical Map of the
world has expanded considerably since 1948. The
ecumenical movement is about “the whole inhabited
earth.” Karl Barth, at the Amsterdam conference, reflected
on God’s relationship with the world and humanity. He
would say that God is the author of creation but the created
is not an extension of God, nor is it a process of
development. Barth’s “religionistic” preoccupation with the
transcendence of God (or God as the Wholly Other) is
being challenged by the existentialist school of thought.
Rudolf Bultmann would describe God as the transformer of

“Personal Experience” as if it were an objective occurrence
in the world. God as “Up There” is a metaphor of God. It

objectitfies a personal experience.
e fundamental element of “personal experience” in
The fund tal el t of al
Africa, for example, is a sense of awe and wonder in the face

April 1999

24

of the unfathomable mystery of life. This feeling is often
characterized as “Holy.” This feeling of holiness everyone of
inquiry feels, knows or seeks to know. The Akans refer to
God as “He who knows or feels all.” This omniscience of
God may be likened to the Hindu concept of “Jnana”. This
God is “far” up there (transcendent) as well as “near”
(immanent). Among the Karangas, God is spoken of as “the
Great Pool,” who, as omnipresent God, ‘turns waters of the
pool....into misty rain when stirred.” The Yorubas call this
God, “The Almighty,” the God that thunders (referring to
His omnipotence). The power of God is manifested in
“Personal Experience” as “Cosmic Mana”. *

The early ecumenical movement was influenced by
both schools of thought, the Barthian and the existentialist.
Be that as it may, there have been three accepted norms of
ecumenism in Christian churches.

— Christians worship the God of history, the Creator
of the World Order.

— Christian Faith is anthropocentric and is centered
around Redemption of humankind.

— Christian theology is dualistic, involving Nature
and Revelation, Law and Grace, and Life and
Death.

In the year 409, St. Augustine sought to convert pagan
Nectarius of Calma into Christian Faith. The pagan
Emperor shot back, saying, “The City of God is one to
which by diverse roads and pathways all religions aspire.”
This theme of universal spirituality is found in Ps. 86:11,
51:13, and 25:10 where the use of plurality deals with the
early understanding of “Experiential Ecumenism.”

The period between 800 and 200 B.C. had been an
axial period of history, shifting from the study of outward
nature to that of human soul. In China, Lao Tse and
Confucius; in India, the Seers of the Upanisads, Mahavira
and Gautama the Buddha; in Iran, Zoroaster; in Judea, the
great Biblical Prophets; and in Greece, the philosophers of
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle: all of them
focused their attention on the Spiritual Essence of man.

Albert Einstein says, in his book, 7he World as I See It,
that the scientist’s “religious feeling takes the form of a
rapturous amazement at the harmony of natural law, which
reveals an intelligence of such superiority that compared
with it, all the systemic thinking and acting of human
beings is an utterly insignificant reflection.” This is another
expression of “Experiential Ecumenism” in Awe and
Wonder as well as Amazement, that gives the feeling of
“Holiness.” Christian Ecumenism has at its core this feeling
of Holiness which is not intellectual conformity or
ceremonial piety but a spiritual adventure. It is not abstract
theology but Karmic (action-oriented) in the pursuit of
inner transformation.

Christianity was not institutional or
authoritarian; it was not doctrinaire, either. It was the

Early
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religion of the poor and humble peasants, artisans,
fishermen and slaves. But when it became the religion of
the Roman empire, authoritarianism crept in. It was
reflected in the tension between Augustine (arguing for

God’s Grace) and Pelagius (with his doctrine of Free Will),
between the Catholic Church and its so-called “heretic”

~ivals. The crusaders who marched their armies eastward
could not conceive that the Allah of Islam might be the
same God on whom they themselves relied. The crusades

were a tragic episode; high spiritual ideals were
besmirched by cruelty and greed, by a blind and narrow
self-righteousness. The holy war itself was a sin against the
Holy Spirit !

The Quran asks us “not to revile those whom others
worship besides Allah lest they, out of spite, revile Allah in
their ignorance.” The ecumenical spirit of tolerance was
expressed by the 12th Edict of Emperor Asoka (273-232
B.C.) in India. It said, “He who does reverence to his own
sect, while disparaging the sects of others, . . . inflicts the
severest injury on his own sect.” Mahatma Gandhi, about
swo thousand years later, said, “I hold that it is the duty of
every cultured man or woman to read systematically the
scriptures of the world. A friendly study of the worlds
religions is a sacred duty.”

The Upanisads of Hinduism declare that each human
individual is a spark of the Divine. Tat tvam asi (that art
thou) is the central theme of Hinduism. This is the one
doctrine by which Indian culture is best known to the
outside world. It may be explained thus: “The Eternal is in
one’s self, or the Divine Spark is in every one.” This theme
is further explored by Archbishop William Temple whose
eloquent imagery of the Divine Light may be the Christian
adaptation of the Hindu metaphor.

The Archbishop said, “All that is noble in the non-
Christian systems of thought or conduct or worship is the
work of Christ upon them and within them. By the word
of God— that is to say, Jesus Christ—Isaiah and Plato and
Zoroaster and the Buddha and Confucius conceived and
uttered such truth as they declared. There is only one
Divine Light, and every man in his measure is enlightened
by it. Yet, each has only a few rays of that light....” Dr.
Albert Schweitzer - expressed this vein of thought with
greater specificity. He said, “Western and Indian
philosophers must not contend....Both must be moving
towards a way of thinking which shall eventually be shared
in common by all mankind.” Historian Arnold Toynbee
wrote that the four higher religions were “four variations on

” He believed that “the catholicminded

Indian religions’ spirit was the way of salvation for human

a single theme....

beings of all religions in an age in which we have to learn to
live as a single family if we are not to destroy ourselves.”
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Ecumenical Spirit in Social Expression

The ecumenical spirit of Christian Faith is fundamentally a
spiritual experience to apprehend the Grace of God in its
full measure. Father Paul Verghese (the former principal of
the Orthodox Theological Seminary, Kottayam, India, who
later became Most Rev. Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios) had
this to say:

— The basic error lies in limiting the Grace to the
Dispensation of the Incarnation in Jesus Christ.
This Grace is available in all religions.

— OQur apprehension of the Christian Revelation
itself is woeftully impertect.

— Our apprehension may be altered by our

knowledge of other religions.

There are other issues to be addressed.

We need a new creation theology that is relevant.

— In the old world view, until the 16th century,
emphasis was on the static, hierarchical nature of
cosmos, on the fixed order. Now, thanks to the
development of science, we learn that creation is a
process, it is a motion of on-going connectedness.
It is a creative evolution or evolutionary creation,

taking place and we are a part of it.

A new view of Christian Anthropology is required
to see men and women as images of God. Many
churches in the ecumenical movement exclude
women from representing the Male Image of
Christ. We ought to reevaluate the sexualized
corporeality in theology.

We ought to have a holistic character of the
universe to apprehend the wholeness of it.

Mar Thoma Church: Toward Humanistic
Philosophy and Regional Association

The rise of Communist and Socialist views in India,
particularly in Kerala State, was essentially responsible for
the rise of a new paradigm. Some church leaders were
driven into embracing humanism or the Sarvodaya

Movement. . Juhanon Mar Thoma XVIII and
Mr. M. M. Thomas of the Mar Thoma Church were the
new converts of this age of humanism, and they played
major leadership roles at the New Delhi Assembly in 1961.
The Rev. Dr. K. K. George was a young participant of the
Mar Thoma Church at the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus has been an
active member of the Executive Committee of the WCC
since the Canberra Assembly in 1991. As the Bishop of the
Mar Thoma Diocese of North America and Europe, he is
likely to bridge the gap between the diaspora of the
traditional Kerala and the imperitives of the “catholicity” of
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a universal ecumenism. Mar Thoma Church is in a unique
position for another reason, too, because of its “reformation
experience that exposed it to the protestant theology of
European origin even while retaining its oriental orthodoxy
in its customs and practices. It enables the Church to play
a major role on its regional basis to associate with Church

of South India and Church of North India. Now there is a
new Joint Council of the C.S.I., C.N.I. and the Mar

Thoma Church. Would such an organic association on
regional basis be a more effective body to supplement the
efforts of global ecumenism?

Toward Experiential Ecumenism

At the International Congress of World Fellowship of Faiths
in Tokyo (1956), President S. Radhakrishnan of India said,

“Each faith in its own way is attempting to transform the
animal man into the Godman. The Ascent of man from the
animal to the human, from the human to the spiritual,
from unrest to serenity, from darkness into radiance, is the
aim of religion.” Gautama Buddha would say that it is
possible for Christian churches to rise to face challenges in
this world Samsara—rto rise from darkness to light, from
ignorance to wisdom, and from death to immortality by
knowing the Truth by Experience. This “Experiential
Ecumenism” ought to enable the Christian churches to
move beyond their institutionally-defined boundaries.
Awareness of the Transcendent is something given in the,

human experience of the feeling of HOLINESS . We are all
participants of the mystery of the TRANSCENDENTAL
holiness of God which we share in the IMMANENT

fellowship of the Ecumenical movement. =

Journey With Jesus

Jerry Mathew
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ere are many bridges over the Mississippi
River, but only one bridge spans the chasm
between a sinful man and a holy God, and that
is Jesus. There are many roads from Houston to New
York, but there is only one road to heaven, and Jesus
is that road. In the Bible, Jesus says in John 14:6, "1
am the way, the truth, and the life, no one goes to the
Father except by me.” Jesus came into this world to
save us from our sins and make us God’s children.

Even right now, Jesus is knocking on the door to our |

Above all, He loves us. He tells us to walk in His
ways and then He will give us all that we need. In

the past, present, and future there were, are, and
going to be kings, leaders, and rulers. But when the
end of the world comes there will only be one true
king, Jesus Christ.

Finally, we have to know how to journey with
Jesus. To do this, we must follow the Ten
Commandments and do everything else that the
Bible tells us to do. We have to help the poor, seek
the lost, bind up the injured, and strengthen the

heart and telling us to come with Him, to follow
Him. We have to let him in, change our lives, and
follow His ways. Today, I would like to point out a few ways how
we can - Journey with Jesus.”

First, we have to know why we want to journey with Jesus.
One reason 1s that he is an unchanging Saviour. There are people
in history who wanted to be a great Saviour and very powertful.
They have tried but never succeeded. For example Alexander the
Great and Hitler. People in their time thought they were the true
kings and saviours, but they all changed, died, and gone away.
But we must believe in a God that never changes; yesterday,
today, and forever the same. Mark 13:22 says, “For false Messiahs
and false prophets will appear. They will perform miracles and
wonders in order to deceive even God’s chosen people, if
possible.” So we have to be on guard and not be tempted into
following somebody else.

Secondly, Jesus is the loving and righteous king in the world.
He rules righteously over all His people and wants more people
to come into His kingdom. He loves them and keeps them safe.
Jesus the Good Samaritan, He provides for us when we are in
need, He comforts us when we are depressed, and help us when
we are in trouble.
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weak. We have to be a role model to other people
and love them, as we love ourselves. As Christians, we have to
stand up for what is good and right even if we are the only ones.
We must remain loyal to God even through the rough times and
pray to God for help. We also have to be faithful to God, trust in
God, and love God. As a part of a church, we have to be sure that
we perform the duties the church gives us and spread the word of
God to non-Christians. Journeying with Jesus demands a close
relationship with Jesus, caring treatment of others, and upright
public conduct. Mere humans cannot live up to them in our own
strength, but we can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us.

Dear friends, as Christians, we have one task above all
others. We are to keep the light shining for Christ. We are to
keep the light shining on this corner and all around the world.
We have just one little life and we have no right to exhaust that
life on this world and then have nothing left for Christ and His
church. So lets keep the light shining by giving our best to
Jesus, remembering that He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness and all of these things shall be
added unto you.” m
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Do we Know our ChurCh? (Continuation)
Rev. Dr. K. T. Joy

The Maramon Church: the home of
Reformation

A< we have noticed earlier the memorial which was
known as the Trumpet call for Reformation did not
have the desired effect. The Maramon Church
which was sympathetic towards the ideas of reform
became the home of reformation. In 1837

Abraham Malpan celebrated the Holy Qurbana in

Lis own Maramon Church for the first time in the

evangelical traditions of the Church (Mar Thoma
Syrian Church Directory, 1983, p. 22). The
emphasis on preaching the Word of God led to
spiritual revival. There was a challenge to holy
living and moral standard of conduct for all clergy
and laity in the Church with a conviction of the
evangelistic responsibilities of the Church, in fact
they made an earnest attempt to be faithful to the
vision of a Reformed Eastern Church.

Malayalam language according to the revised
liturgy. Indeed this was tantamount to firing the
first shot of the reformation. The masses could easily
sarticipate this vernacular worship. He also removed from the
church, the image of a Saint Muthappan which was venerated
with special power at annual festivals and declared the practice
2s idolatrous. (Abraham Malpan ...p.26). This was a means of
large income for the clergy and the church. Yet he threw the
:mage of Saint Muthappan into a well, so that at the annual
festival there was no image to be taken in procession. Ofcourse
this act offended some people, but the practice was stopped for

ever. According to Bishop L. W. Brown (The Indian
Christians of St. Thomas p.141) this act of Abraham Malpan

has given definition to the reform movement in the Malabar
Syrian Church. Judging from its far reaching consequences, as
shall be seen later, such an action was admittedly a bold and
forward step on the path of reform.

Progress of Reformation

It was only when Abraham Malpan resigned his appointment as
2 Professor in the Old Seminary, Kottayam and returned to
Maramon in 1840 that he was able to push forward the
movement. He concentrated his attention on the work of
reform, holding bible classes and prayer meetings, and
instructing the deacons who were loyal to him. For the first
ime, prayermeetings for elders and Sunday Schools for children
were started under the leadership of Abraham Malpan, Kaithayil
Geevarghese Malpan and Marcus Kathanar in Central
Travancore. The reform movement gradually spread to various
places like Maramon, Kozhencherry, Chengannur, Tiruvalla,
* Kottayam, Kallooppara, Mallappally, Ayroor and Ranni.

The revised liturgy seems to have been used not only at
Maramon but also Kottayam, Kollat and Pallam. The relative
independence of the local parishes in former times may be one
of the reasons why the revised liturgy has been used in Holy
Qurbana without the sanction of the Metropolitan though it
may not seem to be a sound principle today. It is to be noted
here that Abraham Malpan and his followers wanted to be
loyal to the best traditions of the independent Malabar
Church of St. Thomas. They tried to effect such reforms in the
Church as were consistent with the apostolic and truly
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Bishop with Reformist Sympathies

The reform movement pioneered by Abraham Malpan and
Kaithayil Geevarghese Malpan and others naturally aroused
anxieties in the mind of the Metropolitan Cheppat Mar
Dionysius who issued a circular in March 1837 discouraging
the tendency of reforms in the Malabar Church and declared
that the deacons associated with Abraham Malpan would not
be raised to Priesthood. But there were about eighteen deacons
who were loyal to him and his principles of reform within the
Church. This was a terrible blow to them as they gave
importance to episcopal ordination.

Hence the necessity was keenly felt for a duly consecrated
Bishop (Keay E E., A History of the Syrian Church in India
p. 81) with reformist sympathies, who would assume the
responsibility of guiding the Malabar Church and succeed
Chepat Mar Dionysius. To realize the object of getting a
Bishop of apostolic tradition and valid episcopacy, Deacon
Mathew, then studying at the Madras College, was sent to the
Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch for consecration in the near

future as Metropolitan of the Malabar Church (Chacko, T. C.;
Mar Thoma Sabha Charithra Sanghraham, Vol. 11, p. 100).

Deacon Mathew and the Patriarch of Antioch

Deacon Mathew set out on his long journey to receive
episcopal ordination from the Jacobite Patriarch in 1841. The
journey to Mardin in those days was full of risks. It was an
adventurous journey trusting in God. On his arrival at
Mardin, he stayed with the Patriarch Moran Mar Elias for two
years. Being impressed by Mathew who had a good knowledge
of the Bible, Liturgies and Syriac language, the Patriarch
consecrated him as Bishop and sent him back to Malabar as
Metropolitan. Abraham Malpan and his followers sent him
there as they know that the acceptance of episcopal ordination
from the Jacobite Patriarch would not hinder the freedom of
the Malabar Church in carrying out the necessary reforms
which they stood for.

The Diary of Bishop Mathews Mar Athanasius

The present writer was able to go through the diary written by
Bishop Mathews Mar Athanasius in his own hand when he
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went to Mardin. Exact dates of events are given and also the
names of important personalities he met. He records the dates
on which he was ordained by the Patriarch as follows:

(a) Saturday, January 3, 1842 — Ordained as Deacon
(b) Sunday, January 4, 1842 — Ordained as Priest
() Thursday, January 15, 1842 — Ordained as Ramban

(d) Sunday, February 2, 1842 — Consecrated as Bishop of
Malabar and Sthathicon was given.

Tn the Sthathicon of Commission given to Mathew Mar
Athanasius it is stated that “On seeing Mathew they (the
Patriarch and his followers) were much pleased with him and
<0 ordained him as Metropolitan.”

Return of Bishop Mathews Mar Athanasius

When Abraham Malpan heard of the consecration of Mathew
as Bishop, he sent pressing letters to him for his return to
Maramon. On reaching Cochin in 1843, the new Bishop was
received by Konat Malpan and a group of well-wishers. They
formed him that the people were ready to accept him
provided he looked after the interests of all sections of the
Malabar Church. The Bishop celebrated the Holy Qurbana at
Mattanchery Church according to the unrevised liturgy. The
new Bishop claimed to be in charge of the entire Malabar
Church including reformers and non-reformers.

But the old Bishop Cheppat Mar Dionysius was not
prepared to handover the 2dministration of the Church to the
new Bishop as he favored reforms to some extent. On his
complaint, the Patriarch sent Bishop Mar Cyril (Kurilos) in
1846 to conduct enquiries into the conditions of the Malabar
Church (Nagam, Aiya, The Travancore State Manuel, Vol. 11
p. 216). The situation grew more complex when Mar Cyril on
his arrival in Malabar put a counter claim to Mathews Mar

Athanasius with the support of the old Bishop.

Royal Proclamation to Mathew Mar Athanasius
Metropolitan

The Travancore State Government, on an appeal made by
Mathews Mar Athanasius, appointed a committee to ascertain
the genuineness of the credentials of Mathews Mar Athanasius
Committee (Nagam Alya, The
Travancore State Manuel, Vol. 11 p. 216) after due
investigations reported that the credentials of Mar
Athanasius were genuine and those of Mar Cyril forged and
that Cheppat Mar Dionysius was a party to the forgery. As a
result of this report,.in 1852, Mathews Mar Athanasius was
declared the rightful Metropolitan of the Malabar Church of
St. Thomas. Here, one has to bear in mind that in those
days, only Bishops who were recognized by the state had
legal authority to govern the Church.

As Metropolitan of the Malabar Church, he took up the
cause of the reforms. Reading of the Bible was encouraged;
in many instances prayers in the Church were conducted in
‘he vernacular; invocation of the saints and worship of relics
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with other superstitious practices were excluded; Sunday
Schools, Bible Preachings and other active efforts to spread
‘he truth were fostered and encouraged; all ordinary means
and ways of evangelical work were used for promoting the
o0od of the Church. (Rae, g.m; The Syrian Church in India,
p. 325). He revived the Old Seminary, Kottayam, collected
money for it and appointed able teachers to impart
- structions to candidates for the ministry of the Church. He
2lso made arrangements for proper accounting of the Parish
nd central funds which provoked the vested interests to
work against him. The Syriac Liturgy was translated in to the
Vernacular (Malayalam). On the- whole, Mathews Mar
Athanasius made courageous attempts o ICMOVE
superstitious practices prevalent in the Church at the time

(Kuruvilla, K. K.; A History of the Mar Thoma Church and
its Doctrines, pp. 21-22);

Welfare of the Community

Mathews Mar Athanasius was equally interested in the welfare
of the entire community. As we know, the Christians 1n
general enjoyed certain privileges, but in some local areas they
had to suffer the ignoming of forced labour during certain
Hindu festival days — and even on Sundays. For instance, the
festival in the Bhagavathi Temple at Ayroor fell on Sunday and
Mathews Mar Athanasius sent a circular forbidding Christians
to participate in the celebrations. Hindu neighbours made a
i orous attack on some Christians for their refusal. Through
he active intervention of this Metropolitan, the government
took up the case and the miscreants were adequately punished.
Again, while he was travelling by boat to Kottayam, Mathews
ar Athanasius saw a number of women standing shoulder
deep in water as a punishment meted out to them for not
providing the stipulated amount of rice for dehusking paddy
given to them by the Temple gang. He asked the women to go
‘heir home and the watcher to accompany him to Kottayam
where this news spread like wild-fire and many people
eathered. The watcher did not wait for settlement, fearing its
consequence. This event put an end to such oppressive
practices for ever.

Other Significant events

Cheppat Mar Dionysius, whom Mathews Mar Athanastus
superceded, opposed the latter with the help of some foreign
prelates, notably Bishops Mar Cyril and Mar Stephen.

The Travancore Government therefore issued an order in
1863; giving notice that persons who wished to follow Mar
Cyril were at liberty to do so, but they must build their own
Churches and must leave the adherents of peaceful possession
of the existing Churches. (Nagam Aiya, The Travancore State
Manuel, Vol. 11, p. 218). As a result of the order, a small
group from the Malabar Church Seperated themselves off and
supported to build 17 Churches as their own. By seperation
they expressed their allegiance to the Jacobite Patriarch of
Antioch and this may be the first seperation from the Malabar
Church after the Coonen Cross in 1653. It was this group
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ander Mar Cyril that sent Pulikottil Joseph Kathanar to the
Patriarch of Antioch who complied with their request.
Without any enquiry and Joseph Kathanar returned to
Malabar in 1866 as Bishop Joseph Mar Dionysius. Since he
-ould not get recognition from the government of
Travancore and Madras, he adopted a plan of inviting the
Jacobite Patriarch Peter III of Antioch to Malabar. This led
t0 further troubles for the successors.

Mathews Mar Athanasius helped in protecting the
reedom of the Independent Syrian Church of Thozhiyur
Church which it could not easily forget. He also brought
relief to the Priests removing some of their grievances. He
worked hard for raising the spiritual and moral standards of
the people. It was mainly on account of his letter to T.
Madhavarayar, the Dewan of Travancore, that grant-aided
schools were started in the state for the first time. There
were more than 60 schools under his own supervision at
-hat time. He contributed much to the social uplift of the
community. He consecrated Thomas Mar Athanasius as his
successor. During the period from 1852 to 1865 there were
no other Metrans in the Malabar Church except Mathews
Mar Athanasius. He ruled over the Church till his death in
1877. No praise is too high for Mathews Mar Athanasius;
he indeed was a father and ruler of people and has been
acknowledged as the greatest of the Metropolitans who

served the Malabar Church of St. Thomas.

Consecration of Thomas Mar Athanasius

Mathews Mar Athanasius, the Metropolitan of the
Malabar Church consecrated Thomas Kathanar, Son of
Abraham Malpan on June 1, 1868, as his successor with
-he title Thomas Mar Athanasius (Titus Varghese, V; Mar
Thomas Athanasius Metropolitan, p. 170). Further he
made a will to the effect that in the event of his death the
latter would take on the duties and office of the
Metropolitan and be the joint manager of the Church
Property held in trust for the benefit of the Church. This
consecration, without prior intimation to the Jacobite
Patriarch of Antioch, was viewed by the other group as an
open breach with the Patriarch. But since during the
period of some two hundred years from 1665, several
bishops of the Malabar Church had been consecrated by
their predecessors without the knowledge of the patriarch,
this was quite in accordance with the early traditions of the

[ndependent Malabar Church.

First Visit of the Jacobite Patriarch to Malabar

[n response to the request of Bishop Joseph Mar Dionysius,
Patriarch Peter III, who was anxious to establish his
supremacy over the Independent Malabar Church visited
Malabar in 1875. He did not succeed in persuading the
Travancore Government to recognize and proclaim Joseph
Mar Dionysius as the Metropolitan of the Church against
Mathews Mar Athanasius. However, he did succeed in
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withdrawing the royal proclamation issued in favor of the
latter in 1852. A new royal decree was issued on March 4,
1876, permitting that matters concerning the Churches or
Church property or the power to appointing or removing
officers connected with the Church could be settled in
courts of law. (Keay, E E., A History of the Syrian Church
of India, p. 84). Neverthless, Mathews Mar Athanasius
continued in office till his death in 1877.

Mulanthuruthi Synod and Its After Effects

In 1876 the Jacobite Patriarch convened a meeting of the
clergy and his partisan members at Mulanthuruthi in North
Travancore in order to bring the Malabar Church under his
strict control. Seven diocese, each under a Bishop who on
his consecration, was to sign a document acknowledging
the authority of the Patriarch even to dismiss him from
office were formed at this synod. Joseph Mar Dionysius was
given authority to deal with all general matters, including
litigation that might arise in future. These arrangements of
the Patriarch led to further troubles for the successors, as till
then the former had not such wide authority over the
Independent Malabar Church. Rev. R. H. Maddox who
was in Malabar at that time has remarked that even Joseph
Mar Dionysius, who had invited the Jacobite Patriarch of
Antioch to India, was at length unable to work with him
and there was a rupture between the two.

Independent Stand of Mathews Mar Athanasius

After making necessary arrangements at the Mulanthuruthy
Synod in order to impose his authority upon the Malabar
Church, the Patriarch returned to Antioch. The then
Metropolitan, Mathews Mar Athanasius had to oppose this
move of the Patriarch and the Mulanthuruthi Synod which
was intended to act as a counter to him and bring the

Independent Malabar Church under a stricter Patriarchial

control. The circular (quoted by T. C. Chacko in his book:
Mar Thoma Sabha Charithra Sanghraham, Vol. 11, pp 28-
30) of Mathews Mar Athanasius issued from Trivandrum in
1875, as the Malabar Metropolitan to all the parishes under
his charge clearly shows his desire to keep up the autonomy
of Malabar Church at this juncture.

While the affairs of the Church were in melting pot,
Mathews Mar Athanasius passed away in 1877. Leaving the
Episcopal throne of the Church to Thomas Mar
Athanasius. The death of the former paved the way for fresh
action on the part of his rival, Joseph Mar Dionysius who
went to a court of law in 1879 for a settlement of the issues
at state. The Royal Court Judgement which followed some
ten years later in 1889, finally set the seal on the divisions

of the Old Malabar Church one calling itself the Jacobite
Church and the other the Mar Thoma Church (cf Nagam
Aiya, The Travancore State Manuel Vol. 1 p. 128) to be
noticed later in detail. m

(1o be continued)
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The Mar Thoma Church in Global Context
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Beside a massive bronze door on the facade of the
Archives Building in Washington, D.C. are five
words: What is Past is Prologuther side are three
words: Study the Past. These phrases complement
each other and have an organic relationship. For
how can we know where we are if we do not know
whence we came? How can we know where we are
going if we do not know where we are?

what we are. And we are called to “declare the
wonderful deeds of Him who called [us] out of
darkness into His marvelous light.” How we can
coordinate both what are known as kerygma
(witness by word) and diakonia (witness by deed) is
of paramount importance. - *
We are called by God to be a fellowship of the
concerned, a holy people who prayerfully seek a
deeper personal commitment to Jesus Christ and

The basic theme of Judaism has been
presented as a triad: It looks to the future and, for the sake of
the present, it recalls the past. My task is to deal with the
realities of the present as we consider the vocation of the
church in a global (larger, ecumenical) context in the light of
the present and their implications for the future. I prefer to use
the word ‘vocation’ to ‘mission’. Vocation has a more holistic
connotation than mission.

The main issue is our manifest destiny as a church.
Destiny is the possible future projecting itself into the present.
It is our vocation to find the divine plan and bend every
energy toward its fulfillment. Destiny means that all the future
gives significance and direction to the present. The future is
too important to be left to chance. The present is pregnant
with the future. That is why it is important to make necessary
adjustments. When we discover God’s plan and purpose for
us, we have a sense of destiny. That is the burden of this
presentation.

The Church’s Vocation

Every church is like every other church. Every church is like
some other churches. Every church is like no other church.
Naturally therefore, there will be common, uncommon, and
unique vocations for each and every church, what I would call
the primary, secondary, and tertiary vocations respectively. I
would further suggest that the importance of each of these
vocations will become of lesser importance as we move from
the common to the unique vocation. Discerning the respective
primary, secondary, and tertiary vocations will, therefore, be
an important task for us today.

o start with I will propose that our mission in the global
context is first and foremost that of declaring that we have a
common vocation and we are called to be faithful to that.
Everything will have to be evaluated in terms of this primary
vocation which is the proclamation and celebration of the
gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. “A chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people”, that is
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to His body, the church universal, and who are
dedicated to the cause of peace, justice and equality
in free response to God’s love. We are summoned to wait for
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in things both small and big
and are led into relationships of openness and caring as we
gather for worship, study and renewal, and as we struggle
together with the issues of life and death. We are
commissioned by our Lord and Savior to be His disciples and
faithful stewards and are empowered to go into the world
proclaiming the gospel as agents of reconciliation. We must
have a ‘radical’ vision, the term used in the literal sense namely
going to the very roots of our foundation as a people of God.
We have to discover what it means to be God’s people in a
particular time and place. As our Metropolitan has stated:
" The gospel has to be presented as the power of God which
saves the individual and changes the social structure. It is the
duty of the Christian church to work on both levels.”

The church mainly is its people. The church is God’s
corporate presence in the world. The word ‘church’ (ecclesia)
is used in the New Testament to describe an organized group
of believers. It is a neutral, colorless term. When the Apostle
wanted to describe a congregation, he used the word
Koinonia' meaning ‘communion’ or ‘joint participation’.
Canon Raven, a great theologian of England, remarked that
Koinonia, the word used in the New Testament for fellowship,
had three meanings namely spiritual communion, social
community, and material communism. All these three are in
Christ. And sharing is its grand motif. Ministry of
reconciliation is a significant part of this sharing.

Christian community is thus Koinonia, a partnership of
discipleship modeled on servanthood and not on hierarchical
structures of domination and subordination (John 13:1-17).
When power is used within the church to protect position,
status or privilege within hierarchical structures it will kill
shared ministry in the church. The alternative to the pedestal

style of leadership is servant leadership. It is leadership such as
that of the one who came as suffering servant and gave his life

that the world may have life. Having influence does not mean

calling all the shots.
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Christian stewardship begins when I accept my
reconciliation to God as His free gift. My stewardship of
-econciliation cannot quit until all persons (race, sex, creed)
are reconciled to God and each other. This is the world
mission of the church. True ecumenism is when we begin to
«ce the world as the whole household of God. As Martin
Luther King, Jr. was fond of saying. “All men [and women and
children] are bound together in a single garment of destiny, we
are woven together in an inescapable network of mutuality.”

The same thing is true of ecology (literally, the mystery of
-he home). As we expand our idea of what makes a home,
many places in the world may become part of our personal
=cology, and we may begin to realize that the entire planet is
in a real sense our home.

The fundamental and primary purpose for the church’s
=xistence is to glorify God. It means to magnify, exalt and
=levate the Lord our God as we humble ourselves and defer to
His wisdom and authority. The whole world is God’s and so
everything in the world is God’s concern.

An ‘ecological reformation’ is now on the agenda of
Christian theology and ethics. Its need arises from our
fundamental failures to adapt to the limiting conditions of life,
o recognize the intricate and interdependent relationships

involving human kind with the rest of nature, and to respond
with benevolence adjust to the theological and biological fact
of human kinship with all other creatures. The dominant view
roday is that humans are stewards rather than consumers,
using only what they need and replenishing the resources
when possible.

The environment provokes a strong response, if for no
other reason than because the individuals learn from it that
they, and all other living things, are all part of a global world,
hat we are all in a relational web, and that to use Michael
McAteer’s phrase, “to pluck a flower is to trouble a star.”
Therefore, trying to protect the environment, contributing to
green peace, global ecological awareness, earth politics etc., are

part of our agenda. Many scientists claim that we are losing
the battle to save the planet. I think it was the French
philosopher Chateaubriand who said that the forest precedes
civilization — the deserts follow. In a sense, that is true. The
issue has often been presented as the choice between the
economy and the environment. At the beginning of this
century, as you know, half of Ethiopia was covered by forest.
Today it’s less than 4%, often attributed to global warming.
Each year the world’s farmers now trying to feed 100 million
more people with 30 billion fewer tons of top soil than they
had the year before. The Department of Agriculture and the
Environmental Protection Agency together have done a study
of the effect on U.S. agriculture. Their conclusion is that the
U.S. annual harvest has now been reduced at least 5% across
the board by air pollution — and perhaps as much as 10%. In
Western Europe also it must be high.

The characteristics of the environment are of
importance not only because they affect the comfort and
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quality of present-day life, but even more because they
condition the development of young people and thereby of
society. External forces not under our control are and will
be dominant in determining our destiny. If you keep one
eye on the church and one eye on the environment
surrounding it, you can begin to start to move ahead on
developing good strategies. Winston Churchill summarized
the concept of interplay between men and the total
environment in a dramatic sentence that has validity for all
aspects of the relation between human life and the
environment. “We shape our buildings, and afterwards our
buildings shape us.”

We have to have inroads in all situations where there is
a need. That is as broad as human life itself. Vissert Hooft’s
famous statement, “Mission is not from West to East, but
from everywhere to everywhere” comes to mind. Many
agree that the time has come to replace the ‘church
centered’ approach in missions with a ‘world-centered’
approach. The church must take new shapes according to
the needs of the world around it, and the shape that is taken
may not be that which we are familiar. It is a part of our
church’s mission to bring the secular into focus with the
sacred. It is good to remember Reinhold Niebuhr’s quip
that the Christian ought to live his life with the Bible in one
hand and the newspaper in the other. Community
development which-is the means for ‘the community we
have’ to become ‘the community we want’ is seen as a part
of our mission. So community organizing is part and parcel
of our mission. Ministries of caring and ministries of justice
and reconciliation are part of it.

Church members’ involvement in issues such as
hunger, racism, sexism, and the use or abuse of power in
government and business is greatly recognized. There are
mission communities engaged in serving divorced persons;
working to redress inadequate housing including shelter for
the homeless; providing health care; arranging child care so
that people can go to work unimpeded; cleaning
neighborhoods; helping alcoholics, drug addicts, unwed
mothers, wayward youth and abused women; visiting the
sick; ministering to the physically and mentally disabled;
helping the aged; feeding the hungry; clothing the naked;
schooling the uneducated; and being with suffering people.
Organized efforts to provide Christian fellowship to the
incarcerated people such as the prison fellowship program
has been a recent phenomenon. A caring community builds
up a treasury of concerns. However, more often than not,
the church is a secondary group rather than a primary
community. We are a group of strangers rather than a
people who deeply share our lives with each other.

‘Let the church go to hell’ was the caption of an
editorial in a church magazine — hell holes of life and
places of unhappiness and helplessness — to take the love
of Christ to those entrapped in such a situation. Essentially
what a church ought to be is a community of loving people
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who believe that our lives consist of an abundance of love
— not of an abundance of possessions. But there is a big
difference between what we are existentially and what we
are essentially. As never before in Christian history, society’s
needs must write the agenda for the church both at the
global and local levels.

It Jesus™ first commandment was ‘Come!’, his second
was ‘Go!’ that is ‘Go with me.” We are to go back into the
world out of which we have come, and go back as Christ’s
ambassadors. Where Christ is, that is where we are
supposed to be if we follow Him (John 12:26).

Thus there is a shift from the traditional view of
mission exclusively evangelistic to the current ecumenical
view of it as the establishment of a wholesome community.
‘Mission’ embraces the church’s double vocation of service
to be ‘the salt of the earth’ and ‘the light of the world.” An
important question is whether the church will tolerate
invoking of the prophetic mission. Freedom is an integral
part of it. The moral prestige that can be used to focus
attention on social injustices is one of the chief resources of
clerical leadership. The church’s moral mission to provide
leadership on such issues as race, poverty and peace is
unquestionable. I know people attend church to be
‘comforted’ rather than to be ‘challenged’, to feel better
about themselves and the world around them, not to be
lectured about social wrongs, and to be urged to move to
correct them. Under certain conditions, the church is likely
to serve more as a haven of escape from worldly problems
than as a springboard for social activism.

Calls for freedom and social justice have too often been
seen as threats to the Christian faith rather than as
possibilities for proclaiming God’s concern for the
oppressed. I remember reading somewhere an incident that

took place some years ago. A multi-million dollar church
was built in an Eastern city in the U.S. The day of
dedication had been set but not all the furnishings had
arrived. The chancel was empty. No pulpit or table, to
tapestry for the blank wall. When worshipers gathered for
the dedication they found that someone had snuck into the
building at night and with a wide brush, had painted in big
black letters on the bare wall, ‘Stop the killing, Feed the
poor, Sincerely yours, Jesus Christ.’

Jesus said: “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be tree indeed.” (John 8:36) There are many
important questions to be answered. What is the
relationship between Christian faith and freedom? Is
Christian freedom authentic both in the world and in the
church? What are some of the situations when it is
justifiable to risk the loss of order for the sake of freedom?
The loss of freedom for the sake of order? Christian
freedom has three facets: (i) Breaking free; (ii) Liviang free;
(ii1) Setting others free. It means making moral choices
most responsibly with, to use the brilliant characterization
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of George Chauncey, “the commitment of faith, in light of
the facts, with the help of the fellowship, and aware of his
own fallibility.”

Martin Luther, in his treatise 7he Freedom of a
Christian, summarizes all that it means to be a Christian in
two paradoxical statements: “A Christian man is the most
free Lord of all and subject to none; a Christian man is the
most dutiful servant of all and subject to everyone.” A tragic
fact about the church is that it has been remarkably fearful
of freedom. Historically, the Church has been one of the
strongest stumbling blocks to free thought and expression.
The ‘free church’ is a notion absolutely central to St. Paul’s
argument in the Epistle to the Galatians and is the
substance of his vision. All structures including that of the
institutional church are ‘provisional and expendable’. The
church should not only tolerate genuine freedom but must
abet and encourage it.

The biblical image of church is that of diaspora. Karl
Rahner, Bishop Stephen Neill, Thomas Merton, and
Richard Schaull among many others have been expounding
this notion. “The church is scattered, dispersed, to the ends
of the earth. It no longer has terrestrial power, nor should it
seek once again. It is the band of people, here and there,
united along the conduits of power mysteriously supplied
by the Holy Spirit, who, wherever they are, offer themselves
and the resources of their institution in the service of all
men, and not just in the service of those who happen to
belong to the institution.” (Robert McAfee Brown) Nobel
Laureate Isaac B. Singer observed: “Judaism was never as
powerful as it is in the Diaspora. Not even in the Bible. The
struggle to survive in the Diaspora makes the Jew work hard
for his Jewishness.”

“We are are in a situtation similar to that of the Jews of
the diaspora scattered among people whose culture, mores
and thought patterns are not like ours nor will they become
so. Our cathedrals and temples are no longer in the center
of life nor do they bring the whole community together
under God. If we hope to reach modern man, it will not be
so much in terms of gathering him into the church as of
going to him in the midst of our dispersion.” (Richard
Schaull) When we talk about diaspora it is good to
remember that even the church is to some extent its own
diaspora. Sometimes we feel very much alive in the church
itself. In the words of Robert McAfee Brown, “We must live
the diaspora-life affirmatively, rathen than seeking to
restore the Christendom-life frantically.” To serve the
purpose for which it exists it must be scattered.

The major difference of the Jewish diaspora and ours is
that in our case memory and hope are not joined together
to give each day meaning and importance. Our memories
are alive of our background but we do not hope to return.
Theretore we have a greater responsibility to adapt to the
culture we have come without violating our integrity. m

(1o be continued)
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Focus Seminar 1999

Mathew Kallumpram

anthigiri Ashram is situated on a beautiful hill in
Edathala Village near Alwaye. The heart-warming
setting in the Kerala countryside is enriched by the
planners and architects of the Ashram campus. The quaint
buildings are all set in traditional Kerala style with names such
as Ashramam, Archana, Anugraha but are ideally functional as
centres for meditation and are equipped for comfortable
accommodation. There was usually refreshing rains in January
and the grounds of the Ashram were all in pleasing greenery.
This was the venue of the Focus Seminar 1999 held
from February 10-13, 1999. The theme of the Seminar was
“Preserving the Timeless While Adapting to the Times.” This
was an informally organized Seminar by Dr. Zach Varghese
as convenor, for Mar Thoma Diaspora Laity outside India
with participants from the U.S.A., U.K., Malaysia,
Singapore, Australia, Abudhabi, Bahrain, Doha and Kuwait

and some people from Kerala, totalling over 80 members

S

attending the seminar.

His Grace Alexander Marthoma was to bless us with his
oresence and guidance but the doctors advised against his
rraveling. His Grace the Suffragan Metropolitan, Philipose
Mar Chrysostom inaugurated the seminar with an inspiring
theological discourse on the doctrine of the Church and the
craditions and values of the Church in the Indian background.
This was the beginning of an active seminar in which many
well-written papers were presented by the authors, followed by
informed and critical discussions.

Bishop Joseph Mar Irenaeus gave an authentic historic
account of the growth of the Mar Thoma Church over the
centuries. Bishop Geevarghese Mar Theodosius presented a
thesis on Eastern Spirituality. We were also blessed with the
presence of Bishops Zacharias Mar Theophilus, Geevarghese
Mar Athanasius, Thomas Mar Timotheos, Joseph Mar
Barnabas and Issac Mar Philoxinos, and Bishop Dominic
Walker of the Church of England. We had also benefited by
the participation of Vicar General Very Rev. A. C. Kurien and
Rev. Dr. M. J. Joseph, Director of Ecumenical Centre,
Bangalore. It was exhilarating to be with Mar Thoma folks
from countries far and wide, a true ‘gathering of clans, an
* unforgettable experience.

Several recommendations were submitted to the

Metropolitan in Synod which are as follows:

1. Effective Administrative Structure
Strengthen the relationship with the ‘Mother Church’.
Role and place of laity in decision making processes to be
enhanced.
Sharing of ‘resources’ (human and material) across borders.
Development of appropriate
administrative arrangements.

constitutional and
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2. Effective Communication Channels
English version of Sabha Tharaka is necessary.
Explore possibility of a Diaspora publication as a
connecting link.
Catalogue on publications by and relating to the Church.
Development of websites/chat, e-mail for networking,

3. Effective Teaching Ministry
History, Doctrine, Sacraments are to be specifically taught
about liturgy and its significance in the Church.
Freedom to make adjustments to worship patterns in the
context of cultural diversity.
Sunday School material specific to local needs of Diaspora
Appropriate training and refresher course for laity.

4. Effective Pastoral Ministry
Clergy selection process for service in the Diaspora.
Clergy preparation/refresher for those serving or being
posted to Diaspora.
Clergy skills in identifying and responding to real ‘needs
of members in time.
Assistance of laity in the discharge of sacramental duties of
clergy.
Encourage and support of clergy in their work, laity
working with clergy is the ethos of the Mar Thoma
Church. |
Self-appraisal of Achens performance in some form.

Counselling skills of the clergy to be enhanced.

5. Meaningful Relationship with other
Churches/Inter-Faith Concerns
Contribution and participation in local ecumenical
efforts.
Participate in multi-denominational activities.
[nvitation to ‘preachers’ from other churches should be
allowed so long as they do not involve ‘doctrinal’ issues.

6. Outreach/Mission Activities
Each parish to have meaningful local outreach activities.
Support mission activities overseas.

7. Women/Youth

To encourage a greater participation of women and youth
in the decision making process.

Equal representation of women in all positions within the
parish and church administrative structures.

The participants unanimously agreed to meet at a Focus
Seminar in 2001 in Malaysia for which the convenors are:

Dr. Zach Varghese (UK) and Mr. Varghese George (Malaysia)

with contact persons in each of the countries. m
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FOCUS (For Christian Understanding and Solidarity)

Group Seminar, February 9-13, 1999

Santhigiri Ashram, Alwaye
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Philoxenos, Very Rev. A. C. Kurian, Rev. Dr. M.]. Joseph
C. K. Athiyal, Rev. Dr. P. G. George, Rev. T. P. Koshy, Rev.
George Mathew, Rev. T. V. Thomas, Dr. and Mrs. Mathew

Participants:

USA: Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus,Dr. and

11\;{:8- h]Ohn ﬁb:halin i M[I;r O.:I:l;l K(Sl;}(fi\/[ﬁr) A:[iaﬁz Alexander, Dr. and Mrs. PJ. Alexander, Dr. and Mrs. A. M.
raham Mattackal, . . :

i : der K. G . Mr. K. George, Mr.
Panackals, Mr. and Mrs, George J. Poikail, Mr. Roy Chacko, Dr. Alexander corge g

Thomas ,Dr. and Mrs. T. M. Thomas, Dr. and Mrs. George Oommen Johnson, Professor Abraham Karickam, Mr.
Zacharia;l a'nd Mr. Manoj Zachariah George Kovoor, Mrs. Sara K. A. Mathew, Mr. And Mrs.

Philip Mathew, Mr. K.C. Ninan, Mr. . O. Philip, Mr.

Australia: Mr. Mathew Varughese George Simon, Mr. Cherian Varkey and Mr. T. T. Verghese,

England: Mr. and Mrs. Mathew A. Kallumpram, Dr.

ke Mathew and Dr. and Mrs. Zac Varghese Malaysia: Mr. Thomas George. Justice Dato V. C.
uke Ma . . ;

George, Mr. Varghese George, Dr. and Mis. P. O. Thomas,
ulf Countries: Mr. C. George John, Mr. A. Luke, Mr. M, Mathew Varughese, Dy Thomas Varnghese

And Mrs. John Mathew and Mr. Rajan Daniel
S Singupore: Mr. George Joseph, Mr. Mathew Joseph,

India: Rt. Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Suffragan Dr. Roy Joseph.

Metropolitan, Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Irenaeus, Rt. Rev.

Athanasius, Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese | | -
ﬁfﬁl;zi:i\fj 1' Rtt [2:: Sl]iieph Mar Barnabas, Rt. Rev. The FOCUS group seminar which was the culmination of

Thomas Mar Timotheos, Rt. Rev. Dr. Issac Mar more than two years of detailed planning and preparation.
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Evil Effects of Alcohol Abuse and Dependency

Roy C. Thomas, St. John’s MTC, New York

oth primitive and civilized man
incessantly consumed alcoholic beverages
and  obtained pleasure in  its
consumption. The rich and the poor, the bright
and the asinine, have been attracted to alcohol.
Though many campaigns have been waged
against the harmful effects of alcohol on the lives
of the people, alcohol still retains an important
role in the lives of many people. A majority of
drinkers dislike the taste of alcohol which makes
it evident that it is the effect rather than mear taste that
matters. Heredity has nothing to do in making a person
alcoholic. However, the environment plays a vital role in
diminishing the resistance of the personality to overcome
the temptations of alcohol.

The consumption of alcohol affects the lives of human
beings physiologically, psychologically, and leads to
personality disintegration. Since alcohol is a toxic drug,
when too much of it is consumed in a short time, it results
in the poisoning of the brain. Alcohol exerts a paralyzing
effect on the cerebral cortex. A paralysis of the cortex, the
seat of the memory, frees the drinker from disturbing
memories and thoughts, abolishes rationalization, removes
caution, and makes him a free emotional being. He then
throws off the yoke of intelligence, discards his social mask,
and freely expresses his true feelings, emotions, and inner
personality.

Most people are attracted towards alcohol because it
tends to act as a solvent for their responsibilities and head
aches. Sorrows and chaos are drowned and replaced by
gaiety and good cheer. It is a vehicle of escape from
domestic conflicts, business worries, and feelings of
inferiority. It is the eraser of painful memories, and the
remover of social inhibitions. It gives an aura of courage to
the coward, confidence to the timid, pleasure to the
unhappy, and success to the failures. In brief, alcohol
provides a flight from the disappointments and frustrations

of reality.

Frustrations in the family as well as in the
society steers a person to alcohol. Stern,
autocratic parents often bring forth a frustrated
child. Being unable to express his feelings of
antagonism to his parents, he slowly starts
disliking them and enjoys the company of his
friends and agrees with them in all aspects. In a
way the influence of the “peer group”
encourages him to overcome the reluctancy of
his first alcoholic drink. It would soon haul him
to complete addiction.

Excessive use of alcohol over a period of many years
often leads to disintegration of the personality. From a state
of serenity the prevailing mood gradually changes to
irritability, arrogance, and boastfulness. Normal inhibitions
are cut off and the drinker becomes a social nuisance. We
have come across so many people who exemplify such
behavior in our daily lives.

An addict unknowingly assists the process of his own
deterioration along with the distraction of his family.
Consequently, he finds that his life has been ruined totally,
and he believes that an escape from the present delirium
would be impossible.

Alcohol addiction is a form of partial suicide. A true
addict cannot become a normal drinker. In order to be
cured, a person should learn to give up alcohol completely,
should develop resistance to overcome the temptation, and
should learn to avoid alcohol even when it is available.

We can find solutions for all our life’s problems in the
Holy Bible. Religious conscientiousness can proudly alter
the personality of an alcoholic and re-orient his outlook on
life. This can be put into practice by the Christian believers,
who can pass a message of hope based on the Holy Bible.
The Scripture says that our body is the temple of God. The
Holy Spirit dwells in our body which is the greatest gift
from God. We are bought for a price; therefore, through all
our activities our Lord must be glorified. That is what is
expected of any Christian believer. m

MATRIMONIAL

Uncle in New York invites proposals for his niece in Kerala,
23 years old, pretty, tall, white complexion, completed
physical therapy, from boys (US citizen preferred) above 25
years, professionally qualified who are born and brought up
in India, God fearing and with Christian nurturing,

Marthomite parents invite proposals for their daughter,
aged 31 years (56°) M.A. (Philosophy Madras University),
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M.A. (Mas Com., Drake University, lowa, USA), now

working in Madras as an executive in a private company —

with good family background and values. We welcome

proposals from well-educated christian boys’ parents.
Please respond with details in the following

address/phone  number: Mr.  John P Zachariah,
Parappallichera, Marthoma Nagar, PO., (Via) Gudalur,
Nilgiris, Tamile Nadu, S. India. Phone: 01191-4262-61285.
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B[z CROSS WORD PULZLS

AS IN TODAY'S ENGLISH VERSION

(based on the book of Exodus)
Mrs. Mini Joys Thomas (New York)
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Moses covered his face because he was afraid to look at .

The two stone tablets were kept in the of the Lord’s presence.
Moses’ tribe.

Moses was sitting by a , seven daughters of Jethro came to draw

water.

Put two quarts of manna in a jar and placed it in the S presence.
There were twelve springs and seventy palm trees.

He married his fathers sister.
Moses killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the .
Moses took his body“with him.

[srael’s went up to God.
Moses threw the ashes in to the in front of the king.
The cloud covered the mountain for days.

The month in which Israelites left Egypt.
He and Aaron brought a stone to sit for Moses.
The son of Jacob.

Moses raised his stick toward the

and hail.

The new born boys of Hebrew were thrown there.

and the Lord sent thunder
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21,
L.
2.
24.

28.
Z3:

Moses escaped and stayed there.
Aaron’s sister.

The Egyptians tried to escape from the water, but the Lord threw them
into the :

The young man who was Moses” Helper.

Tribes of Israel.

God said, “I am Who I Y

Jochebed her baby for three months.

Moses™ spokesman.

The Lord would speak with face to face, just as some one
speaks with a friend.

Let my people go, so that they can worship .

There was total darkness throughout Egypt for days.
By using great power the Lord brought Israelites out of :
Aaron’s son.

Angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a flame coming from the
middle of a .

Covenant box made out of wood.
Moses’ father-in-law.
Moses was nursed by his mother.

Moses stayed there with the Lord and wrote on the tablets
the ten commandments.

Oholiab’s tribe.
In the desert of

Israelites complained to Moses and Aaron.
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Sl8Ls WORD S2ARCH]

AS IN TODAY'S ENGLISH VERSION
(based on the book of Daniel

Mrs. Mini Joys Thomas (New York)

A N S T P O Vv B C D Q R Z Vv \%
B C E F G P M T H O A [ A S L
A P U B E L S H A 7 7 A R Vv ]
S V L D L) W F H L | I? S U C E
H A A O L C H A H O L v 0 B H -
P R I M E S H A (. H A | F R O
E G H E K S & A M I N S A R I
N S B \Y E N O C D A R I U S A
A P O T I K I R | N M O R A K
Z A I O M O R O M I E N U ] I
O E ] U L I A P S T H ¥z M P M
B A S H A D R A C H I S V4 T F
D I R G H E O G E N D E B A O
L \Y A E S A N D H | S W | I3 R
1. He was captured by the king Nebuchadnezzar of 9. He said to Damel ‘may your God, whom you serve so loy-
Babylonia. ally, rescue you.”
2. King's chief official 10.  The king saw the hand it was writing on the wall. Number,
' ' o | Number, Weight, Divisions.
3. The new name of Daniel given by the King. 11.  He was driven away from human society, and his mind
4. The new name of Hananiah. become like that of an animal.
5 The new name of Mishasl * | 12.  Nebuchadnezzar ordered the furnace to be heated
6 Th T ' times hotter than usual.
| T DA OF At 13. Nebuchadnezzer saw men walking around in the
/. Commander of the king’s body guard. fire, are not tied up.
8. Mystery was revealed to Daniel in a . 14. A river.
Bible Word Search Finders (January 1999) Bible Cross-Word Puzzle Winners (January 1999)
1. Vinod John St. Luke MTC, FL 1. Vinod John St. Luke MTC, FL
2. lvy Abraham Chicago MTC, IL 2. lvy Abraham Chicago MTC, IL
3. Binsi Koshy St. John’s MTC, NY 3. Binsi Koshy St. John’s MTC, NY
4. Usha George St. John’s MTC, NY 4. Usha George St. John's MTC, NY
5. Mariamma Zachariah St. John's MTC, NY 5. Mariamma Zachariah St. John's MTC, NY
6. Mercy Thomas St. John's MTC, NY 6. Mercy Thomas St. John's MTC, NY
/. Laly Beji Jose St. John's MTC, NY /. Laly Beji Jose St. John's MTC, NY
8. Sicily Joseph Llong Island MTC, NY 8. Sicily Joseph long Island MTC, NY
9. Shamin Mathews Philidelphia MTC, PA 9. Shamin Mathews Philidelphia MTC, PA
. Sherin Mathews - Philadelphia MTC, PA 10. Sherin Mathews Philadelphia MTC, PA
. Sheeba Mani Staten Island MTC, NY 11. Sheeba Mani Staten Island MTC, NY
. Achamma Isaac St. Peter’'s MTC, NJ 2. Achamma Isaac St. Peter’'s MTC, NJ
3

. Melanie E. Zachariah St. Thomas MTC, NY Melanie E. Zachariah St. Thomas MTC, NY

. Jay Mathew Trinity MTC Houston, TX 14. Jay Mathew Trinity MTC Houston, TX

. DEADLINE FOR ANSWERS JUNE 25, 1999
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_DIOCESAN NEWS

SOUTHWEST REGION YOUTH FELLOWSHIP TEXAS/OKLAHOMA REGION

The Southwest Region Youth Fellowship held a fall regional
}fouth conference on November 20-22, 1998 at the Trinity
Mar Thoma Church in Houston, Texas. Over 100 youths
from the seven churches in the region met to have
fellowship with Christ and one another. The theme of the
conference was "Irue Intimacy With God.” Rev. Kurien
George and Mr. Saji Oommen were the main leaders. The
youths were privileged to be led in praise and worship

sessions with the talented Houston area band, Everyman.

The conference was a greatly enjoyed and was a real blessing
to all those who attended.

The Southwest Region Youth Fellowship committee is
currently organizing events for the upcoming months.
Events include a summer regional conference scheduled for
June 11-13,1999 and a sports tournament on July 24,1999.

Bincy Jacob, Secretary

SECOND NATIONAL YUVAJANA SAKHYAM CONFERENCE

The Second National Yuvajana Sakhyam Conference
hosted by the St. John’s Mar Thoma Church, New York,

will be held from July 16-18, 1999 at the Hofstra
University Campus in Hempstead, New York. Rt. Rev. Dr.
Geevarghese Mar Theodosius, President, Mar Thoma
Yuvajana Sakhyam; Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus,
Diocesan Bishop; and Rev. M. C. Thomas, Princeton
Theological Seminary are the main leaders.

The Conference is open to all Marthomites and
members of other denominations, provided their

participation is approved by the vicar of the local Mar Thoma
Church. There will be separate sessions for different age
groups. The deadline for registration is June 30, 1999. The
conference fees are as follows: age 14 and above, $110.00; age
6-13, $55.00; below age 6, FREE. Site seeing trips will
be organized for interested participants.

A souvenir will be published on the occasion. Articles
and advertisements are invited. Please contact Mr. Zach

Mathai for further details.

George Thomas, Convenor

STATEN ISLAND MAR THOMA CHURCH

First communicants receiving Holy Communion from Zacharias Thirumeni

Diocesan Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus
Episcopa visited The Staten Island Mar Thoma Church on
Sunday, January 10, 1999. Thirumeni was the chief guest
for the parish day programs followed by the Holy
Communion Service. A special service was held for the first
communicants. In the parish day message Thirumeni
reminded and stressed the need and importance of
outreach programs and community works. Rev. John
Thomas welcomed the gathering and Mr. Thomas
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Mattappallil expressed the vote of thanks. .
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Euyakim Mar Coorilos Episcopa the
x-vicar of this parish visited the parish on Maundy
Thursday and celebrated the Holy Communion Service.
Rev. John Thomas, Vicar

DIOCESAN SUNDAY SCHOOL EXAM

Melvin Varghese

2nd Place

Senior Class (11 & 12)
Mar Thoma Church of

Dallas, Farmers Branch

Mar Thoma Messenger




INDO-AMERICAN CHRISTIAN FEDERATION
_ Christian Witness to Communal Harmony
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The Indo-American Christian Federation organized a protest
meeting followed by a peace rally at the Holy Family
Catholic Church Hall, Artesia on Sunday February 14, 1999.
Above five hundred Christians from Southern California

assembled irrespective of denominations or language.

he meeting started with the prayer by Rev. Fr.
Yohannan Panicker. Rev. K. V. Simon, Vicar of the Mar

Thoma Church of Los Angeles, and also the President of the
organization, in his introductory remarks pointed out that

the motive of the meeting is to open the eyes of the Indian
Government and the concerned State Governments to stop

the brutal atrocities against minorities. After a moment of
silence in honor of those who suffered martyrdom for the
sake of Christ, Archbishop Zacharias Mar Nicholas suggest-
ed that it is a violation of the Indian Constitution and of the
human rights. He stated that it is irresponsible on the part of,
the Prime Minister to hold a debate on conversion at this
crucial moment.

Mr. Antonio Mendoza, the Mayor of the City of Artesia,
said that we need to send a message from this great democ-
racy to stop the atrocities. He urged the Indo-Americans to
talk to their senators and take it to the highest level and send
the message across the ocean. He presented a proclamation
on behalf of the City of Artesia. Rev. K. V. Simon

President, Indo-American Christian Federation

NEW SURGICAL COMPLEX — FELLOWSHIP MISSION HOSPITAL

Modern Surgical Complex donated by Sabha Council
Member O. C. Koshy and Dr. Sara Koshy; Ooriapadical,
Seattle, WA (Seattle Parish) was declared open on February
15, 1999 by Metropolitan and Suffragan Metropolitan in

the presence of a huge gathering of civic and religious

dignitaries.

Ribbon cutting by Metropolitan
Opening of Surgical Complex
Fellowship Mission Hospital Kumbanad
February 15, 1999
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NEW FOUR STORY BUILDING OPEN—PATHANAMTHITTA MAR THOMA HIGH SCHOOL

This new building was dedicated and opened on February
22, 1999 by Re. Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom
Sutfragan Metropolitan attended by many political and

SOUTHWEST REGION 4
SEVIKASANGHOM/TEXAS, OKLAHOMA
REGIONAL MEETING

The first regional meeting was held at the St. Paul Mar Thoma
Church (Dallas) on March 13, 1999. About 200

Sevikasanghom members from seven parishes attended this
conference. The theme was “Challenges of Christian
Discipleship at the Threshold of the New Millennium.” We
were blessed with excellent speakers such as Rev. Dr. Martin
Alphonse and Rev. Kurien George. The following office bearers
ere elected at the meeting: Rev. Jiji Mathews, President; Mrs.
Susan George Parampottil, Secretary; Mrs. Rachel Varghese,
Treasurer; and Mrs. Elizabeth T. John, Representative.

Susan George Parampottil, Secretary

April 1999

religious leaders around the state of Kerala. One floor of

this building was donated by Sabha Council Member O. C.
Koshy and Dr. Sara Koshy, of Seattle, WA .

MANOJ ZACHARIAH AND ROY THOMAS
THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS FROM THE DIOCESE
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Mar Thoma Messenger




UNITED PHARMACY

527 Grand Street
Brooklyn, New York 11211

Phone: (718) 384-7901
Fax: (718) 218-8591

FULL SERVICE FAMILY PHARMACY

HOME HEALTHCARE/SURGICAL SUPPLIES
SALES/RENTAL

MEDICARE AND MOST PRESCRIPTION PLANS HONORED
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FRANK BENUCHI SHOES
ERIC SHOES
EXCLUSIVE AGENT FOR U.S.A.

Erick Shoes Inc.

Abraham & Son Inc.
216-11 Jamaica Avenue
Queens Village, New York

Shoe Tech U.S.A. Inc.
Tel. 718-465-2860

A&S Properties Inc.




