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About World Day of Prayer 
 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide Ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who come 
together to observe a common day of prayer and action each year on the first Friday in March. Each year a different 
country serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship service, interpreting the Bible in their own context, 
and lifting up issues of mission, justice, and peace that are important to them. Offerings collected during the 
services are granted by WDP national committees to nonprofit organizations that deal with the issues identified by 
the writer-country. The WDP motto is “Informed prayer, prayerful action.” World Day of Prayer USA promotes 
justice and equality for women through prayer, partnerships, service, and celebration. 
 

Focus of WDP  
The focus of World Day of Prayer is on women’s leadership, and World Day of Prayer honors women’s theological 
and liturgical work in developing the service that is used each year. Even though this is an initiative with women 
as a focus, we encourage and warmly welcome men to take part in World Day of Prayer services.  
 

About WDP 2021 
This year, the women of the World Day of Prayer Committee of Vanuatu call us to worship with the words “Build 
on a strong foundation,” inspired by Matthew 7:24–27. We are invited to learn about Va- nuatu’s history and rich 
culture. The women share their stories of intergenerational wisdom, traditions, and experiences of God’s profound 
love. The WDP 2021 program explores the passage in which Jesus tells a story about the kingdom of heaven, using 
the image of a house and the land on which the house is built. Choosing the land on which to build a house is an 
important decision for people in Vanuatu. Considering both the terrain and the cli- mate is crucial in a tropical 
archipelago located in the South Pacific Ocean and prone to earthquakes, cy- clones, volcanic eruptions and rising 
sea levels. In Jesus’ story, the wisdom of the builder of the house comes from hearing and acting on the word of 
God, which is a word of love. This is the foundation on which our sisters call us to build our homes, our nations, 
and the world. A call of faith to be earnestly considered when responding to the prayer of commit- ment: “What is 
the house that you would build?” 
 

About the Art 
Juliette Pita’s painting, Cyclone Pam II: 13th of March 2015, shows a mother praying over her child. The waves 
crash over  her,  but a palm tree bends protectively over them. Its roots are able to withstand strong winds. The 
woman’s skirt is modeled after the traditional clothing of Erromango. On the horizon, small crosses represent the 
lives taken by Cyclone Pam. Juliette was born in 1964 on Erromango Island, the third of eight children. There was 
no school on Erromango and her parents could not afford board- ing school tuition, so a family friend paid for her 
edu- cation. She was the first woman to graduate from the Institut National de Technologie du Vanuatu. In 1994, 
she had her first exhibition in Paris. Her motifs are taken from the traditional culture of Vanuatu, but also from her 
current life. She works part-time as a fabric painter on sarongs for tourists and sells her paintings in Port Vila. Her 
children, also artists, sell their paintings to pay their school fees. 
 

About the World Day of Prayer Offering  
Through the WDP offering, women share their resources with women and children around the world. Since the 
first WDP worship service, celebrated worldwide in 1927, offerings have been collected at each WDP worship 
service annually. As women unite in prayer with women around the world, asking God to relieve their suffering, 
bring healing, mend brokenness, overcome barriers, and bring peace, justice, and well-being, they put together 
whatever they can give as their offering. It is the responsibility of each WDP national committee to determine the 
use and distribution of the offering. Make all checks payable to WDP USA. Mail to WDP USA, 475 Riverside Drive, 
15th Floor, New York, NY 10115. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 
 

Acknowledgments  
We congratulate all the faithful women who organize World Day of Prayer celebrations, adding to the powerful 
legacy of women’s work in faith. We acknowledge the committee members and staff who worked on the 
preparation of the WDP USA materials. A special thank you to our local team including Mrs. Nirmala Abraham, 
Mrs. Suma Chacko, Mrs. Jessy Joseph, Mrs. Neethi Prasad, Dr. Anna Panackal, Mrs. Liz johnson and Ms. Acsah 
Mathews who translated, edited and formatted the worship and modified it for use within our community.  

 
 



 
3 

World Day of Prayer 2021 
Order of Worship  

 
Theme: Build on a Strong Foundation 

 

Introductory Remarks 
 

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement of Christian women in 170 
countries coming together to observe a common day of prayer and action during the 
first week in March. Each year a different country serves as the writer of the WDP 
worship service, interpreting the Bible in their own context, and lifting up issues of 
mission, justice and peace that are important to them. The WDP motto is “Informed 
prayer, prayerful action.” World Day of Prayer USA promotes justice and equality for 
women through prayer, partnerships, service and celebration. In the previous years, we 
participated in worship services written by women of different countries and cultures 
including France, Egypt, Bahamas, Cuba, Philippines Suriname, Slovenia and 
Zimbabwe. 
 
In 2021, the World Day of Prayer Committee  chose the theme: “Build on a Strong 

Foundation based on Matthew 7:24–27 

The women of Vanuatu welcome you to World day of Prayer 2021 
 
Leader: We will have our opening song now- (introduce opening song) 

Opening Song  
(add song – English/Malayalam) 

Lighting of the Lamp  
(Lighting of the lamp can be done during the singing of the opening song) 

Kauma 
 

Leader:  Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, to the end of ages. Amen. 

Leader: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
Glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

All: Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest. 

Leader: *Holy art thou, O God 
All: Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 

Leader: Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

All: O Lord, the Messiah, who was crucified ✞ for us, have mercy on us. 

  *(The above is repeated thrice) 
Leader: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
All: O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 



 
4 

Leader: O Lord, accept our prayers and worship, and have mercy on us. 
All: Glory be to you, O God. 

Leader: Glory be to you, O Creator. 
All: O Christ the King, who has compassion on your sinful servants, have mercy on us, 

glory be to You.  Bless us, O Lord. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Leader: Our Father who art in heaven: 
All: Hallowed be your name. May your kingdom come. May your will be done on earth 

as in heaven. Give us this day the bread we need and forgive us our sins and 
offences, as we have forgiven those who have offended us. Do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the Kingdom, the power 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Welcome Greetings 

Leader: Good Morning! Welcome to the 2021 World Day of Prayer, prepared by the Christian 

women of the Republic of Vanuatu. We welcome our sisters and brothers around the 

world in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

Leader: Mostly Melanesian people, but also minorities of Polynesian origin, are the source of 

Vanuatu’s culture, languages, traditional values, and spirituality.  Vanuatu’s islands 

are known for their black and white sandy beaches, coral reefs with colored fishes, 

lovely birds, fruits, and nuts in the forest. The environment is breathtaking, as much 

for its beauty as for its vulnerability to frequent tropical storms, earthquakes, 

cyclones, tsunamis, and active volcanoes. 

Leader: Each island and village used to have its own chief and style of governance, its own 

Gods, and its  own language. Women and men would come together at the Farea 

(village meeting house) to discuss and decide major issues. 

Leader: Vanuatu is a small country in the southwest Pacific, a republic formed after 

independence in 1980 from a French and British Condominium government. Today, 

Vanuatu proudly waves its flag for anyone to read “In God we stand.” 

Call to Worship 
 
Leader: Let’s read the first verses of Psalm 127. ‘Unless the LORD builds the house, those who 

build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD guards the city, the guard keeps watch in 

vain’ 

Leader: Happy is everyone who trusts the house builder, God. 

All: Amen  

Song 
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(English/Malayalam) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

eoUÀ: PohnX¯nÂ e`n¨ FÃm A\p{Kl§Ä¡mbpw \·IÄ¡mbpw \ap¡p ssZh¯n\p \µn 

ItcÁmw. at\mlcamb {]]©s¯bpw AXnepÅ kIes¯bpw HuNnXyt¯msS 

krãn¨h\pw, Xsâ P\§Ä¡pthWvSn F¶pw \nesImÅp¶h\pw, tkv\lk¼qÀ®\pw Bb 

]cnip²]nXmth, R§Ä A§bnÂ B{ibn¡pIbpw A§sb Bcm[n¡pIbpw sN¿p¶p.  

 

FÃmhcpw: temI¯nsâ hnhn[ `mK§fnencp¶p R§Ä A§sb kvXpXn¡pIbpw alXzw 

ItcÁpIbpw sNbp¶p.  

 

eoUÀ: AJnetemI {]mÀ°\ Zn\¯nÂ, temIsa¼mSpapÅ ktlmZcnamtcmsSm¶n¨p kt´mjIcamb 

Iq«mbva ]¦nSm³ e`n¨ Ir]IÄ¡mbn ssZhta, R§Ä \n\¡p \µn AÀ]n¡p¶p.  

 

FÃmhcpw: IÀ¯mth ]ckv]cw tkv\ln¡m³ R§sf klmbnt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: IÀ¯mth R§fpsS PohnX¯nepS\ofw A§p \ÂInb t{ijvThpw AÛpXIchpamb 

Zm\§Ä¡mbn \µn ItcÁp¶p. AhnSps¯ krãnssh`hs¯ ASbmfs¸Sp¯p¶ 

at\mlcamb amXrcmPys¯ thWvShn[¯nÂ ]cn]men¡m\pÅ Ignhpw Úm\hpw Adnhpw 

A[nImchpw R§Ä¡p XtcWta.  

 

FÃmhcpw: R§Ä ssZh¯nsâ DZm¯ krãnbpsS ImcyhnNmcIcmWv; B D¯chmZn¯w `wKnbmbn 

\ndthÁm³ R§sf klmbnt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: h\z«p Zzo]nse ^e`qbnjvTamb `q{]tZi¯n\mbpw, ip²hmbphn\mbpw, at\mlcamb 

kqcy{]Imi¯n\mbpw, \oe¡SepIÄ¡mbpw, XSmI§Ä¡mbpw ssZhta, R§Ä \µn 

]dbp¶p.  

 

FÃmhcpw: \mYm, \nsâ t{ijvTamb IchncpXns\ DtZvLmjn¡p¶Xn\pw, \µnbpÅhcmbn 

Pohn¡p¶Xn\pw R§sf CSbmt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: a[pcamb Km\§Ä Be]n¡p¶ ]£nIÄ, hnhn[Xc¯nepÅ iÐ§Ä ]pds¸Sphn¡p¶ 

arKPme§Ä, \nKqVXIÄ DÅnsemfn¸n¡p¶ aÕy§Ä: C§s\ sshhn[yamÀ¶ 

AÀ°]qÀ®amb krãnIÄ¡mbn ssZhta \µn. krãnbnÂ \n\¡pÅ alXzs¯bpw 

A[nImcs¯bpw shfns¸Sp¯p¶ at\mlcamb shÅ¨m«§Ä¡mbn R§Ä \n\¡p \µn 

ItcÁp¶p.  

 

FÃmhcpw: kam[m\¯n\pthWvSn \nesImÅphm³ thWvS ssZhIr]bpw ]cnÚm\hpw AhnSp¶v 

R§Ä¡p XtcWta.  

 

eoUÀ: Ipªp§Ä X§fpsS ]m«pIfneqsSbpw, ]p©ncnIfneqsSbpw, BÀ¸phnfnIfneqsSbpw, 

{]mbambhcpw, buh\¡mcpw AhcpsS Km\§fneqsSbpw, {]mÀ°\IfneqsSbpw \nsâ 

tkv\ls¯ kt´mj]qÀhw DbÀ¯n¡m«p¶Xn\mbn R§Ä \n\¡p \µn ]dbp¶p.  

 

FÃmhcpw: ssZhta kvXpXntkvXm{X _lpam\§Ä¡p F¶pw A§p am{XamWv tbmKy³. 

PohZmXmhmb IÀ¯mth, R§fpsS kvXpXn At§bv¡p {]kmZIchpw kzoImcyhpamtIWta.  

 

Prayer of Confession 

Leader: Let’s confess to God, who is faithful and just, asking God to forgive us 

Leader: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. We stand before you to confess our 
sins. We con- fess that we have listened to your word but have not acted on it. We do 
the things we should not do, and leave undone the things we should do. 
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Leader: We face adversities and challenges in our homes and nations. We try to build our 
homes on the words of Jesus Christ, but discover, too often, we have built on the 
sand. We want to be changed. Restore us, so we may do what is right and just. 

Leader:  We confess our wrongdoings and ask you for courage to change. With your 
forgiveness, in your grace, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Creator God, we confess that we have polluted the environment and harmed the sea 
creatures by throwing garbage into their habitats. We en- danger the marine life and 
ruin sustainable liveli- hoods. We know we can change it.  

Leader:  Grant us compassion to help those who are suffering. 

Leader: There is a lack of integrity in our lives. We fail to love and to unite those who are 
divided for reasons of ethnicity, language, or political views. 

Leader:  God, Forgive us and heal our hearts and minds. 

Leader: We regret, confess, and commit to fulfill the mandate to be good stewards of your 
creation 

Leader: God, hear our prayers.  

 

Prayer of Intercession 

eoUÀ: R§fpsS GI B{ibamb \nXy\mb ssZhta, AhnSps¯ k¶n[nbnte¡p R§Ä 

ASp¯phcp¶p. h\z«p F¶ R§fpsS Zzo]pkaqls¯bpw AXnÂ hkn¡p¶ P\§sfbpw 

AhnSps¯ Ic§fnÂ kaÀ¸n¡p¶p. Cu tZi¯pw, IpSpw_§fnepw kam[m\hmlIcmbn 

\nesImÅphm³ R§sf klmbnt¡Wta. ChnSps¯ `cWm[nImcnItfbpw t\Xm¡·mscbpw 

HmÀ¯p {]mÀ°n¡p¶p. ]nXmth, \n¶nem{ibn¨p hnthIt¯msS P\§sf \bn¡m³ Ahsc 

klmbn¡Wsa¶p A§tbmSp R§Ä At]£n¡p¶p.  

 

eoUÀ: \mYm, temIsa§pw \SamSp¶ A\oXnIÄs¡Xnsc {]hÀ¯n¡phm³ R§sf 

klmbnt¡Wta. Cu tZi¯pw kmaqlnI Xn·IÄs¡Xnsc t]mcmSphm³, ssZhta, R§sf 

{]m]vXcmt¡Wta. h\z«phnepw temIsa¼mSpapÅ aÁp cmPy§fnepw Im¯pkq£n¡p¶ 

hwiobhpw kmwkvImcnIhpamb sshhn[y§Ä¡nSbnÂ, sFIyXbnepw, tkv\l¯nepw, 

kam[m\¯nepw Pohn¡phm³ A§p R§sf klmbnt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: ]nXmth, R§fpsS _Ô§sf tkv\lw, kam[m\w, kt´mjw ChbmÂ Dujvafamt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: Npgen¡mÁv, `qI¼w, Aán]ÀÆXw XpS§n {]IrXnZpc´ km[yXm {]tZi§fnÂ Xmakn¡p¶ 

P\§sf, IÀ¯mth, AhnSp¶p kwc£nt¡Wta. ]e Xc¯nepÅ hn\miIcamb 

BkànIÄ¡p ASnaIfmbhsc¡pdn¨pÅ R§fpsS Bi¦IÄ AhnSps¯ k¶n[nbnÂ 

]Icp¶p. AhtcmSp IcpXtemSpw tkv\lt¯mSpw CSs]Sphm³ R§sf klmbnt¡Wta.  

 

eoUÀ: kÀÆià\mb ssZhta, `oXns¸Sp¯p¶ {]IrXnZpc´§fnÂ \n¶pw Iã¸mSpIfnÂ \n¶pw 

R§sf Im¯p]cn]ment¡Wta. a\w XIÀ¶hsc Bizkn¸n¡phm\pw AXneqsS \nsâ 

tkv\lw Ahcnte¡p ]Icphm\pw AhnSp¶p R§sf klmbnt¡Wta.  

 

FÃmhcpw: Bta³. 
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Listening to the Word of God  

 

Leader: Let’s hear the word of God according to the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 7, verses 24–
27. 

(Reader reads selected scripture.) 
 

St. Matthew 7:24–27 
 

Leader: The main Bible text for this year’s World Day of Prayer is based on the teachings of 
Jesus in Matthew 7:24–27, specifically his instructions for entering the kingdom of 
heaven. Jesus’ concern for the crowd that gathered to hear him speak was teaching 
them about God and how to live better lives. Let us rise and build our homes, our 
nations and the world on the words of Jesus, who reminded us about the golden 
rule—“In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you” (7:12). This is 
our solid foundation.  

Devotional Message 

The Offering 

Leader:  Around the world on the first Friday in March and the following weekend, women 
around the world give to the World Day of Prayer offering. This money is collected 
by national committees and is used to perpetuate the work of World Day of Prayer, 
including worship services like this one. The offerings are also used to fund grants to 
organizations working on issues that affect women and children both in the United 
States and worldwide. We ask you to give generously now, in response to the call of 
Jesus, “In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you’  and act as 
wise witnesses of God’s blessings. 

                           

Offertory prayer 
 

Leader: Gracious God, we thank you and worship you for all the blessings you have 
bestowed on us, for family and friends, home, food and water. We praise you for 
leading us to be creative and able to support our families. We offer to you a small 
portion of these blessings of money and service. We dedicate them to the World 
Day of Prayer, knowing these gifts will be shared with communities in need here 
and around the world.  

All: Amen. 

 
Prayer of Commitment 

Leader: God is looking for a resting place. Where is the house you will build for God? (Is. 
66:1–2).  
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Leader: We  come before you, God, and pray you will grant us your wisdom and 
knowledge. Teach  us  to discern the truth. Lead and guide us to live in a way that 
is pleasing and acceptable to you. 

Leader:  Humbly, we offer ourselves to be a house where you can dwell. By the power of 
your word, trans- form our lives and our nations. Make us like a household of 
justice and peace. 

All:  Gracious God, accept our commitment.  

Closing Song 
(Song of your choice)  

Sending and Blessing 

Leader:  We welcome God’s dwelling presence in and with us. Let God guide you, lead you, 

restore you, and heal your nation. Let God’s will be done in your house as it is in heaven.  

Leader :  Remember, as you go out, everyone who hears the words of Jesus and acts on them will 

be like a wise person and their house will withstand the floods. Go and build your house 

on Jesus’ words.. 

Leader : Go home with these blessings in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 

All:  This is our strong foundation. We will follow Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Amen. 

Benediction  
 

 

 


