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BLESSINGS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PARISHES IN CANADA,
Dearly beloved in Christ,
Greetings from Sinai Mar Thoma Center, NY

The Canadian Revenue Agency has informed by its letter dated January 26, 2010, as reply to our
letter seeking clarification, that all remittances made by parishes to related organizations outside
the country should be clearly identified in the Charity’s books. If those remittances are going to
be greater of the small amount (lesser of 5% of the charities total expenditures in the year and
$5,000), the charity must be able to document that the amount paid is proportional to the actual
goods and services they received from the related organizations. I am attaching a copy of the
letter from the CRA for your information and to be kept in your parish records for future
reference. Based on the letter from the CRA, the Diocesan Council meeting held on January 31,
2010, has made a decision not to register the diocese as a charity in Canada at present.

All remittances made as part of the tithe of its members and routed through the parishes and the
remittances made by parishes from its revenue are in proportion to the actual goods and services
received by the individual parishes and its members from the diocese and parent church,
including the use of name, logo, liturgy, books, services of ordained priest, conduct of all
religious sacraments in accordance with the faith and practice of the parent church, ecclesiastical
and temporal governance of the parishes and its members by the Diocesan Bishop and the
Metropolitan of the parent church, and representation to all democratic bodies of the diocese and
parent church etc. The Diocesan Bishop is the authority in the Diocese for ecclesiastical and
temporal matters of the parishes subject to the authority of the Metropolitan. The parent church,
up on request from the parishes, transfers ordained priests (clergy) to each parish for a period of
three years from India. Attempts are also made by the Parent church to select qualified persons
from Canada and USA to undergo theological studies, train them and ordain them for the
ministry of the church in this diocese.

It is our long standing practice to remit the payments to the Diocese and Parent church under the
structured arrangement and also contributions from individual members as part of their tithe,
both in existence for more than 150 years under our Sabha constitution and precedents and
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